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How did they ever talk us into this?
“Because the sentence against an evil 
deed is not executed quickly, therefore 

the hearts of the sons of men among them 
are given fully to do evil.”  

— Ecclesiastes 8:11

2021 saw an explosion of crime across 
the nation. There were riots, looting, 
arson, armed robberies, flagrant shop-

lifting. Twelve metropolitan areas around 
the nation set records for murders, including 
Portland. The once beautiful city of Port-
land, home town for many of us, has been 
left a vandalized, graffitied mess.

Locally, in recent months we have seen 
murders in Gresham and armed robberies 
in Sandy.

One thing we can be sure of, rampant 
crime will destroy our communities. Crime 
hurts people. Certainly, the people directly 
victimized, but also other people who feel 
threatened by a sense of pervasive lawless-
ness. Where crime is common, communities 
rapidly fall apart. Businesses close and good 
people move out. 

However, this latest increase in crime is 
not random or happenstance. It is the result 
of policy actions and statements by certain 
government officials.

Police budgets have been slashed. Some 
activists and politicians have even absurdly 
called for abolishing the police. Police have 
been demonized even as they try to keep law 
and order. Cash bail has been eliminated in 
some jurisdictions, meaning that arresting 
someone for a crime, even a felony, may 
often mean little. Those arrested are released 
as soon as they are processed. Police are 
understandably demoralized and are now 
often unwilling to act proactively. 

The question is, why are we tolerating 
this? It’s not like we haven’t seen this movie 
before. 

In the mid to late-1990s, due to the leni-
ency of the Oregon justice system, crime 
in Portland and in Oregon had reached 
epidemic levels. Between plea-bargains, 
indulgent judges, and a lenient prison 
“matrix” system, some murderers were 

being released after serving less than five 
years. Oregonians were so fed up that they 
passed the draconian Measure 11, elimi-
nating judges’ discretion and making full 
sentences for crimes mandatory. Measure 
11 is a flawed, blunt instrument and has 
undoubtedly been abused. It needs to be 
modified to allow more flexibility in sen-
tencing. However, it definitely put a dent 
in crime. The rampant violence in Portland 
and other places died down and stayed down 
for nearly 20 years.  

Yet now, the soft-on-crime crowd has 
found a new tactic — demonize and defund 
the police and then don’t prosecute crime. 
Now, crime has again exploded.

The real question is, how did they ever 
talk us into this?

A nearly constant stream of flagrant shop-
lifting led to Walgreen’s decision to close 
seventeen San Fransisco area stores.

Poverty does not cause crime, crime 
causes poverty. Businesses understandably 
flee lawless places, taking with them jobs 
and opportunities, leaving empty, board-
ed-up buildings and desolate streets in their 
wake. All due to crime. 

We must stop tolerating violent crime
So, why are we accepting this? There is no 

excuse for crime, especially violent crime. 
None. This is not complicated. If we want to 
live in a civilized society, crime, especially 
any kind of violent crime, including robbery 

and theft, cannot be accepted. 
No matter how “victimized” or 

“oppressed” someone believes they are 
or have been, it is no justification for vic-
timizing or oppressing someone else. Nor 
is violent crime a legitimate expression of 
protest. Crime is the result of bad people 
doing bad things. Period, end of story. The 
sooner we start upholding this standard, the 
better off everyone will be.

Failure to prosecute
The explosion of crime we have seen in 

the last year may have been prevented by 
one thing: the prosecution of the criminals. 

Last year, we saw charges regularly 
dropped for serious crimes, including fel-
onies. If instead, the perpetrators had been 
prosecuted, it is unlikely that the destruction 
of Portland and explosion of local crime, 
would have happened to the extent it did.

Electing District Attorney’s who will 
uphold the law and prosecute violent crim-
inals is key to reducing crime again.

Stop wasting young lives
Thousands of mostly young men are 

being slaughtered in our major cities. Yet, 
sometimes it seems as though community 
leaders, prosecutors, and law enforcement 
just shrug at this. I dissent. Valuable lives, 
lives with potential are being snuffed out. 
It is a travesty. How is this “social justice?” 
These lives are not things to dismiss, to 
throw away. However, when society sends a 
message that crime has few consequences, 
young men, especially, can be emboldened 
to commit acts that will scar them for life, or 
end their lives or the lives of others. These 
are acts they might have been dissuaded 
from committing if they knew that conse-
quences for crime were firmly enforced. 

As we begin 2022, this should be what 
our communities have a right to expect and 
what we should require. There is no excuse 
for violent crime. Tolerating it is not com-
passionate for either victims or perpetrators. 
If we tolerate it, we are part of the problem. 
We must demand a stop to it. HVN
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By MIKE WILEY
Hoodview Newsr

A lison Caswell was frus-
trated. Caswell, 32, is 
an artist, a business 

person, and a member of 
the Troutdale City Council. 

By last September, she 
had spent months research-
ing and assessing the 
problems surrounding the 
persistent homeless popu-
lation on the Sandy River 
Delta, which abuts the main 
part of Troutdale across the 
I-84 freeway. The Delta is 
also home to the Thousand 
Acres Dog Park as well as 
a protected wildlife habitat 
area. The 1,500 acre wilder-
ness wetland area sits almost 
directly across the river from 
the business she manages 
with her husband, well-
known artist and sculptor 
Rip Caswell. Alison Caswell 
did research by regular per-
sonal visits into the Delta 
area and trying to work with 
government agencies, fed-
eral, state, and county, to 
address the growing home-
less camping problem.

The Sandy River Delta 
sits at the outlet of the Sandy 
River into the Columbia 
River. It is on the edge of 
the Columbia Gorge Scenic 
area. It was designed to be 
an environmental sanctuary 
for the many thousands of 

migratory birds and other 
wildlife that seasonally live 
there. Nearly one-third of the 
Delta is set aside as a pro-
tected wildlife habitat and 
people and dogs are prohib-
ited in those areas. However, 
outside the habitat, the 
Thousand Acres Dog Park 
is laced with trails through 
the wooded park for visitors 
to hike and explore, with or 
without canine companions.  
Yet, like many areas of the 
Columbia Gorge, confusion 
seems to reign over jurisdic-
tions and responsibilities.

Confusion reigns
The Delta is within the 

city limits of Troutdale, 
but is owned by the state 
of Oregon, yet managed by 
the U.S. Forest Service. It 
is also adjacent to the fed-
erally chartered Columbia 
Gorge Scenic area, which 
has its own regulations. 
The regional government 
Metro has taken respon-
sibility for periodic trash 
collection in the park with its 
Regional Illegal Dumping 
(RID) patrol. Multnomah 
County has a Joint Office of 
Homeless Services (JOHS)  
which has been involved 
with local officials to try 
to find alternative hous-
ing in east Multnomah 
County. The Multnomah 
County Sheriff’s depart-

ment has a HOPE (Homeless 
Outreach and Programs 
Engagement) Team as well 
as a “Navigation Team” to 
try to help people find more 
permanent housing. Add in 
the areas of law enforce-
ment by Multnomah County 
Sheriff and all together you 
have a seemingly confusing 
soup of overlapping juris-
dictions where it is often 
difficult for citizens and 
sometimes even officials to 
know who is responsible for 
what and who has the ulti-
mate authority to approve 
or disapprove activities or 
initiatives related to the 
homeless issue in the Delta. 

Yet, one thing seems 
clear; the official USDA 
Forest Service website for 
the Sandy River Delta states 
that the park is for day use 
only, from sunrise to sunset. 
The website specifically 
notes: “No camping or being 
in the area from sunset to 
sunrise.”

However, homeless 
camping has been a chronic 
problem in the Sandy River 
Delta Park for years and 
the no-camping regula-
tions appear to not have 
been strictly enforced. The 
homeless camping problem 
has escalated in recent years, 
now reaching what some 
regard as crisis proportions. 
The Delta has been allowed 

to become a semi-perma-
nent camping area for at 
least dozens of houseless 
people, including women 
and young children. Most 
of the homeless camps are 
located on the area dedicated 
to the dog park.

Visitors concerned
Visitors from outside 

the area have noticed, too. 
In a November, 2019 let-
ter-to-the-editor published 
on Oregon Live, a park vis-
itor wrote about his family’s 
experience: 

“...as we neared the 
river, we encountered 
something I hadn’t seen 
on previous trips – dozens 
of homeless camps. Most 
of the camps were littered 
with garbage. Some were 
blocking trails. 

“Several had signs 
warning ‘Dead End.’ 
Looking for alternate 
routes to the river, we 
were confronted by two 
residents who warned us 
to leave, saying large dogs 
were present in some of 
the camps. As we turned 
back toward the trail-
head, an aggressive pit 
bull lurched toward us, 
apparently guarding its 
owner’s ‘property.’ I held 
our 8-month-old daughter 
in my arms and stepped 
between the unleashed 
dog and our young boys.

“When I reported the 
incident to the sheriff, 
the deputy said they’re 
aware of the problem, 
but a lack of resources 
and political restraints 
hindered their ability to 
intervene. Could it be true 
that our government is 
allowing encampments 
to trash once-beautiful 
public spaces and turn the 
public away? Our family 
certainly won’t be return-
ing to Sandy River Delta 
Park anytime soon.”
At the same time the 

homeless population is 
increasing on the Sandy 
River Delta, crime has 
seemed to increase in the 
park and in the Troutdale 
area. A visitor from Hawaii 
last summer wrote on yelp.
com, “Not worth your car 
window being broken and 

your stuff being stolen which 
happened to my friend’s 
car and my car today. Lots 
of glass on the ground in 
other spots would make me 
assume it happens often.”

Another summer visitor 
from Portland wrote, “This 
park is amazing in theory. 
The wide open spaces and 
numerous off-leash areas 
should be a dream. In prac-
tice, however, it’s awful. The 
bathrooms are not main-
tained (not just one day, but 
weeks on end).”

Gunshots and lurid rumors
Even more troubling, gun 

shots apparently from the 
Delta area have reportedly 
buzzed past employees 
on work breaks across the 
Sandy River. Concerns have 
been raised about the nega-
tive environmental impact 
of scores of people living 
permanently or semi-per-
manently in tents without 
clean running water or 
proper sanitation and waste 
disposal facilities. Concerns 
have also been raised about 
the welfare of children and 
women living there. 

According to Caswell, 
some of the Delta campers 
themselves have even made 
claims of having seen drug 
dealing and human traffick-
ing in the park, and even 
seeing dead bodies floating 
in the river. 

The Multnomah County 
Sheriff’s Department say 
that they have seen no 
evidence of these claims, 
but the chaotic and law-
less nature of the homeless 
camps on the Delta give 
rise to all sorts of rumors. 

Such lurid rumors may not 
be completely unfounded. 
Oregon Live reported that 
in 2005 an illegal camper 
died of natural causes in the 
Delta and another camper 
was found dead with mul-
tiple stab wounds. Still 
another illegal camper was 
later arrested that year for 
a murder from the previous 
year. 

This contributes to the 
growing frustration of 
many Troutdale and east 
county area renters, home 
owners, and small business 
owners who are troubled by 
what appears to them to be 
increasing crime, lawless-
ness, trash, and disorder with 
no one taking responsibility 
for the crisis or finding con-
crete solutions. 

Some of these residents 
might conclude that if the 
government is paralyzed 
into inaction, they may have 
to take initiative to try to 
preserve the livability of 
their community. 

No political ambitions
Caswell grew up near the 

Pleasant Valley Elementary 
School off Foster Road. 
Later, her family moved into 
Gresham and she attended 
Centennial Middle School 
and High School. She went 
to college at the University 
of Oregon in Eugene. After 
graduating from U of O, she 
moved to Troutdale. 

 � Continued on page 6

Map showing the relation of Troudale with the Sandy 
River Delta Park and the approximate location of Fire-
bird Bronze, Caswell’s business.
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CONTROVERSY
CLEAN UP

Artist and troutdale city councilor
alison caswell was on a mission to clean up
trash left by homeless camps in sandy River
Delta park. she ran into controversy and may be

in legal jeopardy

Caswell’s

A row of homeless camps in the Sandy River Delta Park 
area. (Photo courtesy Alison Caswell)

According to 
Caswell, some of 

the Delta campers 
themselves have 

even made claims 
of having seen 

drug dealing and 
human trafficking 
in the park, and 
even seeing dead 
bodies floating in 

the river.
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SOMETHING POSITIVE
Thank you for the great 

“Christmas: The Invasion 
of Hope” [Publisher’s 
Perspective]. It is so good 
to see something positive, 
true, and uplifting right now. 
Keep up the good work!

Jess Steffanson

MISSED THE MARK
For myself, the highlight 

of the monthly Hoodview 
News has been Publisher’s 
Perspective. The view of our 
world is presented in such an 
educational and thought pro-
voking manner, it frequently 
begs the reader to examine 
our own circumstances from 
an angle that wouldn’t ordi-
narily occur to many of us. 
That’s a good thing, but with 
all due respect to the mean-
ing of Christmas, I believe 
the December [Publisher’s 
Perspective] missed the mark.

Hope and faith are vital, 
but they are a dangerously 
poor substitute for edu-
cated decisions followed by 
appropriate actions. There 
are powerful forces actively 
working against  the survival 
of our nation, but we are not 
yet to the point where nihil-
ism (anarchy) is a choice. 
That day may come, how-
ever, relying on hope, faith 
and tasteful eclectic sermons 
to counter the growing hos-
tilities is not the answer; It 
is the problem. Something 
else is required of us.

Much has been written 
in past “Perspectives” of 
how good has conquered 
evil through the ages and it 

brings to mind the struggle 
MLK faced in his attempt 
to end racial inequity. He 
wrote “History will judge 
this period not by the actions 
of the bad people, but by the 
appalling silence of the good 
people.” That forty-year-old 
statement is as true today as 
it was back then. 

The good have been given 
voices and intellect supe-
rior to the bad, yet despite 
the obvious risk, the good 
are once again appallingly 
silent. Consciously or not, 
we have accepted the grow-
ing threats to our future 
rather than raise our voices 
against them. I believe those 
well-meaning individuals 
that have our ear, no matter 
how small, are obligated 
to help the good find their 
voice. Hiding behind the 
pulpit is a disservice.

We do have a choice this 
holiday season but it’s not 
between a holy Christmas 
or godless anarchy.....at 
least not yet. The “good 
people” will eventually 
find their voice. The only 
question is whether it comes 
before or after some horrific 
life-changing events knock 
us out of our stupor. That’s 
the choice.

Paul Taylor, Sandy

HYBERBOLE LOSES TRUTH
Hyperbole as used in 

this short essay is to mean 
“extreme rhetorical infla-
tion.” As a figure of speech, 
hyperbole is something 
said in an exaggerated way 
that brings attention to the 
message one is trying to com-

municate such as “Biden is 
slower than molasses on a 
frozen winter morning” or 
“Trump has more endurance 
than the energizer bunny.” 
Politically speaking, over-
statement and magnification 
could mean climate change 
and COVID can kill us at 
any moment; parents are 
domestic terrorists planning 
to overthrow school boards; 
defunding police means 
safer communities; cutting 
taxes means grandma will 
have to eat cat food in order 
to live; disagreeing with 
another means one is a bigot, 
a racist, a fascist, and/or a 
communist; unvaccinated are 
responsible for the pandemic; 
Russians colluded in the elec-
tion of  Trump; COVID voter 
changes elected Biden; and 
the list goes on about innuen-
does, assumptions, unvetted 
stories, and half-truths.

When the truth becomes 
more known there is typi-
cally no apology, no regret, 
no remorse, and no shame 
by those who got it wrong. 
We act as if it doesn’t really 
matter, but it does, it really 
does matter. In the words of 
Damon Linker, “And there 
we see the defining para-
dox of our time: The more 
we shout, the less we hear. 
The more we exaggerate, 
the less we believe. And the 
more we hype the truth as we 
perceive it, the less likely we 
are to think anyone else has 
anything valuable to say.” 

James L. Born, PsyD. 
Sandy 

Hoodview News welcomes 
your letter to the editor. Letters 
should be polite, considerate, 
and no more than about 250 
words. Letters may be edited for 
grammar, content, and space. 
Unfortunately, not all letters 
can be published. Email your 
letter to: letters@hoodview-
news.com
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CAMPS VISIBLE: Homeless camps in the Sandy River Delta Park are visible from 
businesses across the Sandy River. (Photo Mike Wiley)
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Ironically, although she 
is an elected Troutdale City 
Councilor, Caswell doesn’t 
really like politics and says 
she has no political ambi-
tions. However, she ran for 
the City Council because she 
saw how the decisions of 
just a few people had a big 
impact on the community.

“People, they get on 
Council and make deci-
sions, and then they leave 
[the area],” said Caswell. 
“There’s nothing wrong 
with that, but it’s kind of 
like I want to make decisions 
and stay and have things that 
really are in the best interest 
of the community and the 
livability.”

“I’m passionate about a 
lot of issues, but the home-
less issue specifically. I 
believe that if a city isn’t 
safe, then it’s kind of like 
you’re picking at the founda-
tion of the community. You 
don’t have safety, you don’t 
have anything. So that was 
why I’ve really taken this up 
as a cause,” said Caswell. 

Caswell’s concern about 
the homeless issue at the 
Sandy River Delta peaked 
when one of the employ-
ees of their business had a 
troubling experience. The 
employee, whose first name 
is Chad, was outside on a 
lunch break when he heard 
a bullet buzz by near him 
and simultaneously heard 
a gunshot coming from the 
Delta. 

“It had a weird whistling 
noise that sounded like it 
was whistling past me or 
near me. It either ricocheted 
near me or went through the 
air near me,” said Chad. “I 
don’t think they were target-
ing me, but it was too close 
for comfort.”

For Caswell, only a few 
months into her term on the 
City Council, the incident 
with Chad brought home the 
seriousness of the situation. 

“When that happened, I’m 
like, ‘Oh my gosh, this is 
something that’s affecting 
us, obviously, and that’s 
not okay.’ It’s affecting the 
community, and that’s really 
something that people are 
starting to feel unnerved by, 
like with all of the crime. It 
doesn’t help with the sense 
of safety and security in 
town. If we can’t operate in 
peace with our employees, 
that was the last straw. I’m 
like, ‘I’ve got to do some-
thing about this.’ So that’s 
really what started me in my 
efforts to get something fig-
ured out so that we can get a 
solution for out there,” said 
Caswell. 

“That could have been 
really bad, and if anything 
happened to Chad, he lit-
erally could have died. It 
was just such an incident 
of severity that I would say 
that that really bothered me 
a lot. That was kind of, yeah, 

the tipping point. But we’re 
all sick of this out here. I 
feel like people often times 
don’t agree about what the 
solution looks like, but we 
can all agree that there’s 
problems and talk about it,” 
said Caswell.

What she saw)
Caswell decided that she 

had to go into the Delta and 
assess the homeless camping 
situation for herself. 

Between June and 
September, she and some 
concerned supporters 
from the community vis-
ited homeless camp sites 
on the Delta numerous 
times, often accompanied 
by professional counsel-
ors and homeless solution 
experts from other local 
jurisdictions. 

She was shocked by what 
she discovered. She saw 
used hypodermic needles 
laying around on the ground, 
garbage strewn everywhere, 
and unsanitary, unhealthy, 
hazardous conditions for the 
campers, which included 
small children. 

Caswell said, “When we 
were out there, we saw this 
four year old little boy, and 
we were actually down there 
kind of by the water when 
we met him the first time. He 
was playing with this older 
man, running around and 
this older man was chasing 
him and we’re like, ‘This 
feels weird.’ And his mom 
was kind of off a little bit 
away. And so we asked the 
guy, ‘Are you his father?’ 
And he goes, ‘Oh no, no, 
no, we just met.’ And we’re 
like, ‘This feels strange.’ 
And we’re like, ‘I bet this 
little boy’s living out there.’ 
When we walked back into 
the camps and sure enough, 
we see the little kid with his 
mom living [there.]”

While there, Caswell 
observed some other things 
that alarmed and concerned 
her. 

“We saw one of those 
Pack N’ Play things... and 

Caswell Cleanup
 � Continued from page 4
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 � Continued on page 13

“I’m passionate 
about a lot of 
issues, but the 
homeless issue 
specifically. I 

believe that if a 
city isn’t safe, then 

it’s kind of like 
you’re picking at 
the foundation of 
the community.” 
— Alison Caswell

Chad, a patina artist with 
Caswell’s company, said 
he heard gunshots near 
him which he thought 
came from the Delta area. 
(Photo Mike Wiley)

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  F E A T U R E
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By Teresa 
Miller-Weston

Contributor

Having a conversation 
with Cathe Wiese is 
like receiving a dose 

of radiant sunlight and inspi-
ration. She exudes grace, 
humility, and a deep faith. 
Her stories are inspiring and 
her warmth makes you feel 
as though you are an instant, 
close friend. Cathe has spent 
decades in the trenches – 
ministering to, leading, and 
championing the work that 

directly benefits the most 
fragile members of our soci-
ety. Each step in Cathe’s 
journey built her personal 
toolkit that would one day 
serve as the foundation for 
the work that she began and 
continues at My Father’s 
House shelter in Gresham.

The early years
In a story that could 

inspire a movie, Cathe’s 
early years were hard – 
she was the youngest of 
five children and lost her 
father at age 10. However, 

in grade school she met the 
boy who would later become 
her high school sweetheart 
and then her husband. From 
the early days, Cathe knew 
that she wanted to do some-
thing meaningful with her 
life. Together with her new 
husband Dan, they spent 

five years in Welches at 
Son Village, a center which 
housed fifteen juvenile 
delinquents. Though it was 
a steep learning curve, Cathe 
learned that discipline was 
an important tool to impact 
those young men’s lives. 

Cathe’s next five years 
were spent with the Salvation 
Army in Gresham where she 
worked in bookkeeping and 
the donations center. In addi-
tion to establishing strong 
relationships, working with 
the Salvation Army gave her 
experience working with 
families in poverty. From 
there she moved on to East 
Hill Church, where she 
worked for eighteen years, 
primarily in the Children’s 
Center. She continued to 
enhance her bookkeeping 
skills and eventually worked 
directly with children as the 
children’s pastor. During 
this time, she witnessed an 
epidemic — an epidemic 
of women dealing with or 
escaping from domestic vio-
lence. Cathe recognized that 
these women needed help. 
She took domestic violence 
courses to educate herself. 

She also started the program 
“HOPE for families,” geared 
toward helping women in 
domestic violence situations. 
She also recognized another 
tragedy – homeless families, 
women, and children who 
came to church (sometimes 
to all three Sunday services), 
to get a break from the harsh 
realities of the world. At 
church they found safety, 
respite, warmth, and care 
for the children.

Focus on homelessness
Cathe was deeply con-

cerned for these homeless 
families. In 1999, at the 
cusp of the new millennium, 
resources for homeless fami-
lies were scant. Usually, men 
would be sent to a men’s 
shelter, women to a women’s 
shelter, and young children 
(boys over age of 10 and 
girls over age 12) would 
typically not be accepted. 
It seemed almost inconceiv-
able that a family already 
struggling through the pain 
and uncertainty of home-
lessness would then be torn 
apart in order to receive any 
aid. Taking her concerns to 

coworker Ray Morris, they 
decided to approach the 
East Hill Church pastor. 
He heard their concerns and 
sent the duo on a fact-find-
ing mission to determine 
if there was indeed a need 
for a resource for homeless 
families. 

About six months later, 
Cathe and Ray received 
approval to move forward 
with developing a program. 
But there was one caveat — 
there was no funding. They 
moved forward anyway. 
They filed for and received 
non-profit status in May, 
2000 for what became My 
Father’s House (Ray came 
up with the name, inspired 
by Audio Adrenaline’s song 
“Big House”).

Where funding lacked, faith 
abounded

Cathe proved to be a 
woman on a mission. Early 
setbacks did not deter her 
from her vision of pro-
viding a support system 
for homeless families. As 
My Father’s House board 
member Bob Avila said, 
“Where in the world did this 
woman come from? She’s a 
dynamo. And she’s doing so 
much…she had her vision, 
and her vision is what you 
see today, it’s incredible. 
It’s just incredible what 
she did.”

Cathe’s gifts, vision, and 
determination have served 
her and her mission very 
well. With the big vision 
of providing transitional 
living along with training for 
homeless families to move 
towards independence and 
security, but having zero 
funding, most would have 
given up the mission. Not 
Cathe. Not Ray.

Their passion for the mis-
sion was finally rewarded. 
Cathe shared the story of 
receiving a phone call 
that the first donation for 
My Father’s House had 
been received at East Hill 
Church. As she walked to 
the church office, she was 
over the moon — maybe it 
was $500…wouldn’t that 
be amazing? As she con-
tinued walking, she began 
to talk herself down. Well, 
if it’s $100 that would still 
be a great start, that hope 
turned to $50 which turned 
to $20, finally bottoming 
out at $10. When she was 
handed the envelope, she 
never would have guessed 
what was inside. A gentle-
man from the church had 
recently sold his business 
and wished to bless a number 
of charitable efforts. There 
was an unbelievable gift of 
$30,000 for the “HOPE” 
program (Cathe had been 

 � Continued on page 8

Lauralie Jackson
503-855-7472

Lindsey Dudevoir
503-953-4117

39460 Proctor Blvd. • Sandy

We are Very Proud of these Outstanding Brokers!

Stop in and see us!

Office: 503-668-8050

Our entire Team is busy getting people where they want to be.
Lindsey and Lauralie are busy being leaders in our market; in their
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difficult closings, and have FUN the entire time. Between them, all of
the Greater Metro Market, including East Clackamas County and

Mt. Hood, is available to you. Want to move?

Northwest Real Estate

Cathe Wiese with husband Daniel. Cathe is the founder of My Father’s House, the larg-
est private homeless family shelter in the USA. (Photo Mike Wiley) 

Cathe Wiese and 
My Father’s House  

family shelter  
begin work 

on “The Journey”
Cathe Wiese, with faithful partners and 

board members, built the largest private 
homeless family shelter in the USA. They 

succeed through offering compassion, 
training, and accountability. 

The current main facility for My Father’s House is 
located near 174th and SE Powell in Gresham. (Photo 
courtesy My Father’s House.)
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transitioning that work to 
a new director and this gift 
would allow the director to 
focus on the ministry rather 
than chasing funds). There 
was a second check for My 
Father’s House of $250,000. 
This astounding gift allowed 
My Father’s House to move 
from theory to reality.

With $250,000 in the 
bank, Cathe and Ray con-
tinued to prayerfully and 
mindfully build the frame-
work and team of leaders 
to forge ahead. They were 
blessed with an incredi-
ble network of people and 
seemed to approach just the 
right people with the right 
talents at the right time.

“Walk before you run”
In September 2000, Jim 

Hislop, pastor of Grace 
Community Church and 
newly tapped director for 
My Father’s House, sug-
gested that the team walk 
before they run, beginning 
with focusing on a small-
scale project – either a 
house or duplex – to begin 
their work with homeless 
families.

Cathe went to work with 
a realtor friend to locate the 
right property to get started. 
They found it — a duplex 

on Division Street, adjoin-
ing Gresham Golf Course. 
They were able to rent with 
the option to buy. This 
arrangement allowed them 
to retain the bulk of their 
original donation to continue 
developing the program. 
But the duplex needed a lot 
of work. However, Cathe 
also has an uncanny ability 
to muster volunteers. On 
December 1st when they 
took possession, in the 
cold and incredibly busy 
holiday season, 100 people 
showed up to help. Over 
the next month, volunteers 
replaced windows, doors, 
floors, paint, and cleaned…

cleaned…cleaned…

Getting open to serve
On January 1, 2001 My 

Father’s House officially 
opened. By Friday of that 
first week, the duplex was at 
capacity with five families. 
Time to sink or swim. Here 
is when the organization 
and discipline skills honed 
at Son Village helped shape 
the structure of rules and 
expectations for daily life 
of residents at the shelter. At 
first, Cathe took on all case 
management and educa-
tional classes. Over time she 
welcomed interns in the door 
to spread the work. Many of 

these interns have become 
her good friends; even her 
two sons volunteered at the 
shelter.

That original model oper-
ated for eight years. It was 
then, Cathe received a call 
from Northwest Medical 
Teams founder Ron Post, 
who had also founded an 
organization called Mission 
Increase, where he was 
working. Mission Increase is 
a national non-profit which 
helps other non-profits 
grow by providing con-
sulting services related to 
a Bible-based approach to 
fundraising — the life blood 
of a non-profit. They met 
and Ron challenged Cathe to 
think about the sustainability 
of the My Father’s House 
ministry. Her response? “I 

don’t even know what that 
is, much less how to do it,” 
she told him.

Together, Ron and his 
team coached, encouraged, 
and challenged Cathe and 
the My Father’s House orga-
nization team to stretch and 
pursue fundraising opportu-
nities that would sustain and 
grow My Father’s House 
into the future. From the 
very first benefit dinner in 
the spring of 2001, Mission 
Increase played an instru-
mental role in developing 
My Father’s House into 
the community asset that 
it is today. Through that 
leadership, hundreds of 
community members, 
more than 140 churches and 
nearly 100 businesses have 
contributed to My Father’s 

House, allowing it to grow 
while remaining debt free 
and operating without any 
federal funding.

The dream blossoms
Now, two decades later, 

My Father’s House provides 
for over 100 families every 
year with the stated mission 
to “reclaim at-risk homeless 
families from street life by 
providing them with the life 
skills necessary to become 
permanently independent 
and productive members of 
our community.” How do 
they do it? In addition to 
providing a stable housing 
environment for families 
(usually a six month start, 
instead of the 30 days 
available through govern-

My Father’s House
 � Continued from page 7

 � Continued on page 9
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Web Steel
Buildings
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Past and current members of the My Father’s House 
Board of Directors join founder Cathe Wiese (third from 
left) at the groundbreaking ceremony on November 19, 
2021 for “The Journey” addition to the complex. (Photo 
Mike Wiley)

Architect rendering of the new The Journey housing, thrift store, and coffee shop facility 
at the My Father’s House complex. (Courtesy My Father’s House)

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  F E A T U R E
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ment funded agencies), 
As their website states, 
“Residents develop skills 
and confidence in parent-
ing, vocational, financial 
and recovery classes…(and) 
physical and emotional sup-
port to heal relational issues 
and help with spiritual and 
family growth. Our program 
and services are specifically 
designed to address the 
issues significant to families 
with children.” 

The original duplex 
blossomed into a building 
project and in 2008, a $3.9 
million investment (again, 
provided for by the gener-
ous donations and matching 
gifts of the community) 
yielded a large facility in 
East Multnomah County, 
which houses as many as 28 
families at a time. In 2015, 
another new building was 
completed for the “Stepping 
Stones” program – a longer 

term solution for families 
who need more time (up to 
one year) and training to 
overcome remaining bar-
riers to an independent life.

Next steps — The Journey 
Project

Always looking to con-
tinue to provide the greatest 
impact, the leadership team 
realized that something was 
missing. Many residents 
simply didn’t have the skills 
needed to get and retain 
gainful employment. Since 
employment is the first key 
to achieve and sustaining a 
stable home environment, 
that skills gap needed to be 
addressed.

From this realization, 
another key vision, “The 
Journey — A Learn and 
Earn Program” has recently 
launched. They currently 
have plans to build a joint 
thrift store (selling excess 
donations) and coffee shop 
— the perfect environment 
for residents to receive job 

training, earn a wage, learn 
skills that could secure a 
future job, and continue 
the other education oppor-
tunities provided by My 
Father’s House. The goal 
of the program is to “create 
a place where we can grow 
and train our families to 
be hard working, reliable 
employees. Teaching them 
responsibility, honesty, time 
management and job skills.” 

Groundbreaking for 2022
In November 2021, past 

and present My Father’s 
House board members 

were joined by members 
of the community in a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for The Journey job skills 
training center. Although 
currently waiting on permits, 
they hope to break ground 
in early 2022. And just as 
with Cathe’s uncanny abil-
ity to muster volunteers, the 
team is turning to the com-
munity and organizations 
to raise the funds to cover 
the anticipated $2.7 million 
building cost. 

A lasting legacy
Over the years the staff 

of My Father’s House has 
grown. Andrea Pickett is 
now Executive Director, 
running the day-to-day 
operations. Cathe serves as 
the Development Director, 
joined by eleven other staff 
members, an involved 
board, and a crew of volun-
teers. Andrea’s passion for 
the work and the residents 
themselves shines brightly 
and carries on the legacy that 
began with Cathe. Of her 
predecessor and close friend, 
Andrea said, “She is kind-
hearted, compassionate, 
and loving, and has such a 
heart for people and she has 
great empathy. When there 
is a resident with something 
going on or a situation that 
they are struggling with, she 
has such compassion for that 

individual and her heart 
hurts for them…it’s really 
obvious to me why God led 
her to start a shelter.”

When Cathe and her hus-
band can spare the time, they 
like to spend time in Mexico 
or Roatan, Honduras,  snor-
keling or spending time with 
their two grown sons and 
five grandchildren.

At a time when our nation 
is hurting and our commu-
nity is challenged with an 
overwhelming need for 
resources for the homeless 
that will light a path to last-
ing healing and hope, the 
faith, growth, and persever-
ance that Cathe embodied 

over decades of service not 
only benefits all those she 
has been in contact with thus 
far, but also the families for-
ever strengthened through 
My Father’s House. Cathe 
Wiese has created a legacy 
for decades to come. HVN

Teresa Miller-Weston is 
an author, entrepreneur, 
summa cum laude Oregon 
State University graduate, 
and advocate for emerging 
adults to live purposeful and 
prosperous lives. You can 
find her online at wide-eyed-
wisdom.com or contact her 
at coach@wide-eyedwis-
dom.com.

My Father’s House
Continued from page 8

Andrea Pickett is the new 
Executive Director of My 
Father’s House. (Photo 
Mike Wiley)

How you can get involved
There are several ways that you can help My Father’s 
House:
1. DONATE directly to The Journey project on their 

website: www.familyshelter.org. There is currently 
a pledge for a matching dollar for dollar contribu-
tion – for every dollar that you give, an additional 
dollar will be matched. The deadline for this match 
is March 31, 2022 – so please consider giving today 
to make the most of your donation.

2. ATTEND the “Uncorked”: A Winter Wine Event 
Benefiting My Father’s House

• Saturday, February 12, 2022
• 6:30-9:30pm at Lakeside Gardens
• Tickets: $50 each (Reserve at 503-492-3046 ext. 

224)
3. PRAY for the staff members and volunteers who have 

served hundreds of at-risk families by providing emo-
tional support, shelter and life/job skills training. HVN

DID YOU KNOW?
•	My	Father’s	House	is	the	largest	privately	
funded	family	shelter	of	its	kind	in	the	US;

•	There	are	over	3,000	homeless	families	on	
any	given	night	in	Multnomah	County;

•	The	average	age	of	a	“homeless	person”	is	
9-years	old;

•	There	are	more	homeless	families	than	there		
are	homeless	singles.
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By FINN J.D. JOHN
Writer

STAPLETON AIR-
FIELD, Denver, 
Colorado — Nov. 1, 

1955. The killer is sitting 
with his wife and young son 
at a little airport coffee shop, 
chewing on his fingernails, 
trying to act natural. 

No doubt he’s going over 
the numbers again and again 
in his mind. According to the 
schedule, United Airlines 
Flight 629 was supposed 
to arrive at 6 p.m., and 
be on its way to Portland 
at 6:30. That’s what the 
killer planned for when he 
slipped a sack containing a 

25-stick dynamite bomb into 
his mother’s suitcase after 
they arrived at the terminal 
at around 5:30 p.m. He set 
the timer for 90 minutes, so 
that it would go off  30 min-
utes into the flight. By that 
time, he calculated, it would 
be over some of the most 
rugged, mountainous coun-
try in Wyoming. Everyone 
would assume the plane had 
crashed into one of those 
mountains, and even if they 
got wise, they wouldn’t be 
able to get to the wreck site 
until the late-spring thaw — 
leaving him with plenty of 
time to cash out his inheri-
tance and collect the payouts 
from the various life insur-

ance policies he’d taken out 
on Mother. 

Murderer waits
It was a well-thought-

out plan. But the airplane 
was already 11 minutes late 
when it arrived from New 
York. And now, sitting at 
that coffee shop table wait-
ing as the scheduled 6:30 
departure time comes and 
goes, the killer is medi-
tating on how badly awry 
things could go, and trying 
to keep his nervous excite-
ment secret from his family.

It turns out one of the other 
passengers — President 

Eisenhower’s deputy secre-
tary of public health, Harold 
Sandstead, who’s on his way 
to Oregon State University 
to give a speech — is 
running late. Sandstead’s 
connecting flight from D.C. 
has been delayed, and he’s a 
big enough VIP that they’re 
holding the flight for him.

So there he sits, this killer, 
with his family, at that little 
airport coffee shop, trying to 
eat, occasionally hurrying 
to the bathroom to vomit, 
trying to calm his nerves 
as the clock ticks on and 
the doomed airliner waits 
on the tarmac: 6:48 ... 6:49 

... 6:50 ... will the plane be 
delayed long enough for it 
to still be on the ground at 7 
o’clock? If so, will the blast 
kill mother, or will she sur-
vive ... and figure out what 
he tried to do? Is he about 
to lose ... everything?

What a sigh of relief he 
must have breathed when 
Flight 629 finally taxied into 
position and, at 6:52 p.m., 
launched itself into the black 
Colorado night sky.

The airliner was supposed 
to explode over the moun-
tains, but it never even made 
it out of sight of the airfield. 
At 7:03 p.m., the air traf-

fic controllers in the tower 
saw two bright lights appear 
suddenly in the sky north-
west of the airport, then fall 
toward the ground. When 
they reached the ground, the 
bottoms of the clouds were 
suddenly lit up with another 
bright flash. It sure looked 
like an explosion.

Controllers got on the 
air and called for welfare 
checks from all the aircraft 
in the area. Flight 629 did 
not respond.

Meanwhile, telephone 
calls were pouring into law 
enforcement agencies from 
witnesses who had seen it. 
And some of those witnesses 
were already suspicious. If 
the plane had exploded in 
flight, how could it explode 
again when it hit the ground? 

All that night and the next 
day, local first responders 
worked to recover the bodies 
— all 44 of them. The next 
day, FBI agents arrived. 
At the time, identification 
wasn’t required to get on 
an airplane, so the airline 
didn’t know who everyone 
was; with its extensive file 
of fingerprints, the Bureau 
was able to help.

But the Bureau was also 
looking into the cause, and 
quickly figured out what 
had happened. There was 

Son blows up 
mom’s PDX-

bound airliner 
for insurance

Daisie King and 43 other innocent people 
killed by her son bent on collecting 

insurance money
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A United Airlines DC-6 in flight. It was a passenger plane like this one that was blown 
up by Daisie King’s son in a greedy effort to collect her life insurance money. His 
scheme ended in the gas chamber. (Image: San Diego Air and Space Museum Archive) 
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Investigators carefully collected the wreckage of Flight 
629 and arranged them in a Denver warehouse. The 
large piece in the foreground is the airliner’s tail section, 
which was blown clean off the fuselage by the blast; 
the rudder has been removed so that the piece would fit 
through the warehouse door. (Image: FBI)

 � Continued on page 12
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explosive residue all over 
the remains of the checked 
baggage, and the tail had 
been blown clean off the 
plane.

They looked at the lug-
gage that was most heavily 
damaged in the blast; a 
53-year-old businesswoman 
named Daisie E. King was 
on that list. They checked 
to see which of the passen-
gers had air-crash insurance, 
purchased from vending 
machines in the airport; 

Daisie E. King was on that 
list too. Then they looked 
into her background, and 
quickly figured out who 
their number-one suspect 
would be: Ms. King’s lean, 
squirrely 23-year-old son 
from a previous marriage, 
Jack Gilbert Graham.

Mother tried to help
Jack Gilbert Graham was 

born in 1932, at the height of 
the Great Depression. When, 
five years later, his father 
died, Daisie was forced 
by poverty to lodge young 
Jack at an orphanage. And 
although Daisie remarried 
in 1941, to wealthy rancher 
John Earl King, she didn’t 
bring Jack home from the 
orphanage. 

Doubtless that’s because 
new husband King refused 
to allow it. Whether it was 
because of abuse suffered 
in the orphanage, or just a 
natural baked-in sociopa-
thy, Jack turned out to be 
the very prototype of a bad 
seed. He dropped out of 
school in the ninth grade and 
embarked on a career as a 
small-time hoodlum. His rap 
sheet soon grew to include 
bootlegging, gun possession, 
and a serious forgery case in 
which he stole checks from 
his employer, cashed 43 of 
them at $100 each, bought 

a convertible with the pro-
ceeds and went on the lam. 

But by 1954, he seemed to 
be doing better. He was mar-
ried, with two kids. Daisie, 
his mother, very much hoped 
he was ready to settle down; 
and after the death of her 
new husband, she found her-
self in a position to help him. 

So she opened a fast-food 
restaurant in Denver — a 
broasted-chicken joint called 
the Crown-A Drive-In — 
and set Jack up as manager.

This did not go espe-
cially well. Worse, being 
entrusted with high-value 

things seemed to have 
inspired Jack to get into 
insurance fraud. Soon there 
was a strange gas explo-
sion at the new restaurant, 
from which Jack collected 
$1,200 in insurance money. 
Shortly thereafter, he turned 
in an insurance claim for his 
new 1955 Chevrolet pickup, 
which he said had stalled on 
the railroad track just in time 
to get hit by an oncoming 
locomotive. Nobody had 
been able to prove any-
thing, but given Jack’s track 
record, it seemed funny.

And now he was in a 
fair way to collect a whole 
lot more insurance money, 
wasn’t he?

Jack Graham, of course, 
denied everything when 
the FBI started asking 
questions. But after the 
Bureau searched his home 
and found bomb supplies 
there (along with another 
$37,500 in insurance pol-
icies taken out against his 
mother’s life, on which he 
apparently intended to forge 
her signature), he confessed.

Headed to gas chamber
In preparation for the trial, 

federal authorities found, no 
doubt to their astonishment, 
that there was no law against 
blowing up an airplane. 
Of course, this oversight 

was quickly rectified; but 
that didn’t help them with 
prosecuting Graham. The 
most they could get him 
for was “sabotage during 
peacetime,” which carried 
a maximum penalty of 10 
years in prison.

Luckily, though, there was 
a law against murder — a 
state law, not a federal one. 
So the case was thrown over 
to the state of Colorado — 
which immediately got busy 
preparing to send Graham to 

HARD LIFE, KINDLY 
FACE: Daisie E. King 
smiles for a portrait sever-
al years before her murder 
by her son who blew up 
her plane with 43 others 
aboard. She had tried to 
help her son financially.
(Image: Associated Press)

So she opened 
a fast-food 

restaurant in 
Denver — a 

broasted-
chicken joint 

called the 
Crown-A 

Drive-In — 
and set Jack up 

as manager.

Evil son downs plane
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• Saws
• Blowers
• Trimmers
• BATTERY Powered Tools

• Mowers
• Generators
• Pumps
• Garden tillers

• Tractors
• Wide-deck Mowers
• Tillers
• Agricultural Equip.
• Excavators

APR Financing
%0

268 NE Hogan Dr | Gresham • (503) 666-9159 • moenmachinery.com Scan the code
to go to our site!

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-5, Sun. Closed

Call for Details
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OWN RENTALS?

503.388.5431

Call us today to discuss
your rental property

• We do the work, you get
peace of mind!

• Affordable – Call for info!
• Professional team to serve you
• New tenant screening
• Complete tenant management

• Rent collection
• Notices and evictions
• They call us, not you!

• We handle repairs and upkeep
• Keeping you compliant with

new laws and regulations.

AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL

PROPERTYMANAGEMENT

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: kerrpropertiesinc.com

Get rid of the headaches

WestonKia.com | (503) 676-2100 | 22309 SE Stark St., Gresham OR, 97030

the gas chamber.
This appears to have been 

the point at which Graham 
actually realized how much 
trouble he was in. Before 
that, as the Life Magazine 
reporter noted, his attitude 
was sullenly optimistic. “He 
seems to feel he’ll be able 
to get out,” a jailer told the 
reporter at the time.

But when the case was 
turned over to the state dis-
trict attorney, and the phrase 
“gas chamber” started get-
ting bandied about, suddenly 
Graham was recanting his 
confession and exploring 
the possibility of an insan-
ity plea.

Psychiatrists evaluated 
him at the state hospital. 
To them, he said some very 
odd things; whether they 
were sincere, or represented 
him pretending to be crazy, 
is unclear. “(I) realize that 
there were 50 or 60 people 
carried on a DC-6,” the FBI 
file quotes him saying, “but 
the number of people to be 
killed made no difference 
to me; it could have been a 
thousand. When their time 
comes, there is nothing they 
can do about it.”

But then he followed up 
that cold-blooded morsel by 
adding that it was a great 

relief to tell the doctor about 
it, because he had been 
“quite conscience-stricken.” 

Certified sane
Unimpressed, the doctors 

certified him as sane. 
After that, the outcome 

of the trial was never really 
in doubt. Jack Graham was 
convicted on one count 
of first-degree murder on 
May 5, 1956; and, after the 
usual round of appeals, he 
was ushered into the gas 
chamber at the Colorado 
State Penitentiary on Jan. 
11, 1957. In his final words, 
there by the gas-chamber 
door, he doubled down on 
what he’d told the doctors 
earlier.

“As far as feeling remorse 
for these people (the 43 
other passengers), I don’t,” 
he said. “I can’t help it. 
Everybody pays their way 
and takes their chances. 
That’s just the way it goes.”

And that was just the way 
it went for Graham as well, 
about 10 minutes later, at 
8:08 p.m. HVN

Sources: “Famous Cases: 
Jack Gilbert Graham,” fbi.
gov, 12 Jun 2007; “A Case 
of 44 Mid-Air Murders,” 
Life, 28 Nov 1955; Bovsun, 
Mara. “Justice Story: Son 
Plants Bomb in Mom’s 
Suitcase ...,” Long Island 

Daily News, 4 May 2013; 
Curtin, Dave. “Victims en 
route to varied locations,” 
The Denver Post, 30 Oct 
2005, Wikimedia Commons

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  S T R A N G E  O R E G O N
Evil son downs plane

 � Continued from page 11

COLD-BLOODED KILL-
ER: Graham exhibited no 
remorse for the 44 people 
he murdered in cold blood, 
including his mother. 
(Image FBI)
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Call Glenn Today!

glenn.pestcontrol@gmail.com
License Number

169021
oregoninsectandrodentcontrol.com

F U L L S E R V I C E P E S T C O N T R O L

503-784-1669

503-784-1669

INSECTS
• Carpenter Ants • Sugar Ants • Fleas • Spiders
• Box Elder Beetles • Bees & Yellow Jackets

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT

RODENTS
• Mole Trapping • Rats & Mice
• Rodents Proofing

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  C O V E R  S T O R Y

it’s [in] an active camp. 
There’s a child there. [The 
Pack N’ Play]’s got feces in 
it, puke. It’s got needles all 
around. Across the ‘street’ 
— there’s a major walkway 
there — and you walk onto 
that walkway back through 
and you get out to some 
really scary, sketchy, gigan-
tic camps. But across the 
‘street’ is this army veteran 
guy with straight up booby 
traps, with sticks. And I 
mean, there’s children living 
next to that kind of thing. 
This guy setting up Vietnam-
era traps for people so they 
won’t enter his camp. And 
so dangers like that: nee-
dles, people being armed 
out there, mentally unstable, 
God knows, child molesters 
probably. I mean, you just 
don’t know,” said Caswell. 

Determined to help
Caswell is also the 

Facebook administrator of 
a group called Coalition to 
Protect Thousand Acres, 
where people concerned 
about the impact of home-
less camps on the Sandy 
River Delta and the sur-
rounding community can 
discuss their concerns. 

On Saturday, September 
25th, Caswell and a group of 
about 30 volunteers, includ-
ing some from the Facebook 

group, went into the park to 
clean up trash. Caswell is 
adamant that the volunteer 
group did not disturb any 
occupied or in-use camp 
sites, but only sites that were 
clearly abandoned. 

In a commentary pub-
lished in The Outlook, 
Caswell wrote, “We asked 
homeless people which 

camps were unoccupied. 
They directed us on where 
to go, and a few of them 
agreed to help.”

Caswell told Hoodview 

News, “I feel so strongly that 
we did it the right way, and 
why I think it’s so ridicu-
lous that now they’re saying 
that picking up garbage is 
illegal and it’s a crime and 
whatever. We went out there 
literally for weeks over 
the summer and walked 
hours a day. We talked to 
people, and we found out 
their needs, and we tried to 
help them. Then we actually 
asked the homeless people 
out there which camps are 
abandoned. So we identified 
the camps that we cleaned 
up that were back in the 
trees that just had needles 
and garbage left behind. The 
homeless people were the 
ones that told us that nobody 
was living there. They were 
like, ‘Yeah, we don’t like 
living next to the garbage 
if we don’t have to.’” 

One of the volunteers 
with Caswell was Diane 
Castillo-White. White was 
also emphatic that Caswell 
and the group only cleaned 
up areas that were not active 
camps. 

“When we all went, it 
was very compassionate. 
[Alison gave a] very caring 
speech and gave us param-
eters at the beginning before 
we cleaned that day. And 
then, even though she had 
established relationships, 
contacts, and identified the 
abandoned sites, [Caswell] 
and another gentleman 
would still… go check and 
just verify before we even 
continued to go there [and 
clean],” said Castillo-White. 

Besides the health and 
sanitation aspects of the 
amount of abandoned trash 
that had built up in the area 
of the camps, the group also 
had environmental concerns. 

Caswell said, “There was 
another camp that had some 
car batteries that were on 
the dirt. We started putting 
those on some tarps so they 
wouldn’t leech into the 
ground. We didn’t pick any-

Caswell Cleanup
 � Continued from page 6

 � Continued on page 27

An area strewn with children’s toys in one of the camping areas in the park. (Photo 
courtesy Alison Caswell)

A used hypodermic needle in the park. (Photo courtesy 
Alison Caswell)

“But across the 
‘street’ is this 

army veteran guy 
with straight up 

booby traps, with 
sticks. And I mean, 

there’s children 
living next to that 
kind of thing. This 

guy setting up 
Vietnam-era traps 
for people so they 

won’t enter his 
camp.” 

— Alison Caswell
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Jan. 3,5,7—Eastwind 
Running & Endurance

Eastwind Running & 
Endurance meets at 5am 
every M, W, F to run 
3-4miles. This group’s 
mission is to promote the 
running and endurance 
lifestyle in East County. 
The meet up location is 
at Therapeutic Associates 
Gresham Physical Therapy, 
283 NW Miller Ave., 
Gresham.

Everyone is invited and 
they say that all paces and 
abilities are welcome and 
encouraged.

If you want more infor-
mation or would like to 
become a member, go to: 
https://runsignup.com/Club/
OR/Boring/astwindRunnin-
gandEndurance. 

Jan. 5 & 6—Read to 
the Dog-Virtually

Do you have a child 
working to improve their 
reading skills? Libraries 
are partnering with Dove 
Lewis’ Portland Area Canine 
Therapy Teams program 
to offer virtual interactive 
reading sessions for young 
readers looking to develop 

their confidence in read-
ing aloud. Reading with a 
furry companion on their 
screen will help young 
people with their reading 
confidence. Sessions are 
in 15 minute increments 
scheduled on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 3pm 
to 4pm. Register at: www.
ci.sandy.or.us/library/page/
read-dog-virtually.

Jan. 6 & 13—Basket 
Brawl Indoor Putting 
League

On January 6th and 13th, 
from 7pm to 9:30pm, there 
will be a Basket Brawl Indoor 
Putting League event at The 
Courts at Clear Creek, 334 
NE 219th Ave, Gresham. 
Sponsored by the Disc Golf 
Depot, Stumptown Disc Golf 
Club and The Courts at Clear 
Creek,  this event is to ben-
efit Uplay Disc Golf. This is 
a family-friendly event with 
prices as follows: $7 per 
player CASH ONLY; 12 & 
under free to play. Please 
mask up. Doors open at 
7pm with the first card 
starting around 7:45pm 

and the last card starting 
no later than 9pm. There 
are six baskets with tons 
of putts. 

One dollar per player 
to benefit Uplay Disc Golf 
and a portion of the entry 
fee also goes to cover gym 
fees. They are planning to 
have some apparel avail-
able. Swag sales will be a 
fundraiser for young, Dallas 
Garber. Questions? Contact 
The Courts at Clear Creek, 
971-808-7201 or email at 
info@courtsatclearcreek.
com

Jan. 8—Portland 
Metro Reptile Expo

Northwest Reptile Expos 
LLC will be holding a reptile 
expo on January 8th from 
10am to 5pm at 7900 NE 
82nd Ave, Portland. The 
Portland Reptile Expo is a 
captive bred show featuring 
thousands of different spe-
cies of reptiles, amphibians, 
bugs, and feeders. At the 
expo will also be various 
products to house, feed and 
keep these type of critters 
warm. Join them for a day 

of fun as they explore these 
amazing creatures  with a 
day filled with education and 
fun for the whole family. 
There will be free raffles. 
For tickets and ticket prices 
go to www.NWReptileExpos.
com.

Jan. 9—“The Storm” 
Sermon Series

Powell Valley Church, 
1335 SE 282nd Ave, 
Gresham, will be holding 
a 4-week series starting 
January 9th at 10am. In 
this four week series called, 
“The Storm,” Jamie Worley 
is going to address difficult, 
faith-breaking questions 
such as, “Do you ever 
wonder why a supposedly 
loving and good God would 
allow so much anguish and 
pain?” From being falsely 
accused of crimes he did 
not commit and being 
sentenced to twelve and 
a half years of prison, to 
being released after two 
and a half years of prison 
and all charges dismissed, 
Jamie knows the struggle 
of having faith in a God 

that allowed, or even led, 
a season of earthly hell. If 
you have ever experienced 
the faith-shattering anguish 
of grief, injustice, betrayal 
of friends and family, slan-
der, and lies, then you aren’t 
going to want to miss this 
series. Rediscover not only 
your faith, but the God who 
truly does love you.

Jan. 15—Fairy Hair at 
Shop Girl Consignment

On January 15th, from 
11:30am to 2:30pm Silk & 
Tresses Fairy Hair will be at 
Shop Girl Consignment, 111 
N. Main Avenue in down-
town Gresham. They will 
tie sparkly silken strands 
into your hair to give your 
tresses an extra-special 
shimmer. Fairy hair is by 
appointment, email Silk and 
Tresses for more informa-
tion at silkandtresses@
gmail.com. Walk-ins are 
welcome if there are open-
ings in the schedule, but 
appointments take priority. 
No appointment is neces-

 � Continued on page 15
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Kitchens, Bathrooms, Decks, Additions, Windows, Pole Barns, Accessory Dwelling Units and more.

“No job is too big
or too small”

MCCORDCONSTRUCTIONLLC.COM
See more examples at

503-348-2366

Readers Choice
Award Winner

4 Years Running

CCB# 186258
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sary to shop for fantastic 
clothes, shoes and acces-
sories at Shop Girl - be 
sure to give yourself time 
to shop before or after your 
fairy hair appointment. Shop 
Girl Consignment is a con-
signment boutique located 
in Gresham, devoted to 
offering women a selection 
of fun and unique clothing 
and accessories.

Jan. 16—Concealed 
Firearms Permit Class

On January 16th, from 
12 pm to 5 pm a Concealed 
Firearms Permit Class will 
be held at the Motel 6 
conference room, 1572 
NE Burnside in Gresham. 

The class will be taught 
by Officer Larry Raglione, 
a certified instructor. The 
Concealed Firearms Permit 
-Utah, Arizona, or Florida, 

costs $80. Oregon can be 
added to this for an addi-
tional $20. This permit is 
good in up to 35 states. To 
register call 503-781-6080 

or go to www.2ndrightscfp.
com. This class is spon-
sored by Costal Farm and 
Ranch, Gresham.

Jan. 18—Butler Creek 
Dine & Donate

On January 18th, from 
11am to 8pm the owners 
of Nicholas Restaurant in 
Downtown Gresham will be 
donating 15% of the entire 
day’s sales to go to Butler 
Creek PTA to support the 
classrooms, teachers and 
programs at Butler Creek. 
Nicholas Restaurant spe-
cializes in Mediterranean 
and Lebanese fare and has 
been serving Portland since 
it opened its doors in 1987. 
They are located at 323 N. 
Main, Gresham.

Jan. 21—Kuya’s 
Cuisine ribbon cutting

Celebrate the grand 
opening of Kuya’s Islander 
Cuisine at a Ribbon Cutting 
Event by the Gresham 

Chamber of Commerce 
on Friday, January 21st at 
11:30am. Kuya’s Cuisine 
is located at 1446 E Powell 
Blvd., Gresham.

Kuya’s Islander Cuisine now open
Kuya’s Islander Cuisine, 1446 E. Powell Blvd. 

in Gresham is a restaurant that serves authentic 
Filipino and Hawaiian cuisine. Open for lunch or 
dinner, they say they serve only the highest quality 
of food by using the freshest ingredients available 
and are dedicated to giving you a delightful dining 
experience. Kuya’s Islander Cuisine Restaurant is 
open Tuesday through Saturday, 11 am to 9 pm; 
Sunday, 11 am to 7pm. For more information call 
them at 503-912-1252 or visit their website:  www.
kuyafredcrusine.com. n

City of Sandy Sewer System
Looking ahead into 2022, the City of Sandy will 

continue to move forward with improvements to the 
City’s sewer system. Aging pipes will continue to be 
upgraded by replacing sewer lines in two more basins. 
By the end of 2022 half of Sandy’s sewer lines will 
be less vulnerable to infiltration and inflow. They are 
working to finalize a $63.8 million low-interest federal 
loan awarded under the U.S. EPA’s WIFIA program. 
The loan will cover up to 80% of project costs and will 
save Sandy ratepayers over $15 million. This loan is 
a cornerstone of the strategy to maintain affordable 
sewer rates in Sandy. n

Accent on Attitude Closing
Accent on Attitude, Gresham’s best kept little 

secret for handbags, gifts and accessories will be 
closing their doors as of March 31st. You can still 
stop by to take advantage of the Store Closing sales 
at 20 NW 2nd Street, Gresham (In Historic Downtown 
Gresham) to get some great items at great prices: 
Handbags; pieces of fashion jewelry; men & women’s 
titanium, stainless steel & tungsten carbide jewelry; 
gifts; greeting cards; designer fragrances; scarves; 
hair accessories; fudge truffles and so much more 
(See ad on pg 20). For more information they can 
be reached at 503-912-0332. Accent on Attitude is 
open Tuesday through Friday from 10am to 6pm; 
Saturday from 10am to 4pm. n

 � Continued on page 16

 � Continued from page 14
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Gresham Chamber’s 
Adopt-A-Cop Month

January is Adopt a cop 
month! The Gresham Area 
Chamber of Commerce is 
sponsoring a program called 
Adopt-A-Cop. Participating 
Businesses will be supplied 
with signage for store win-
dows and a “tool kit” of a 
variety of ways to celebrate 
the police officer. There is 
no cost to participate in the 
program. This is a city wide 
opportunity and you need 
not be a Chamber member 
to participate. You can sign 
up now and anytime in 
January to participate. The 
campaign starts Jan 9th on 
National Law Enforcement 

Appreciation Day and the 
“tool kits” will be distributed 
the first week of January. 
You may adopt more than 
one police officer and you 
also may request a particular 
police officer. To participate 
contact Lynn at Lynn.CEO@
GreshamChamber.org.

Gresham Area 
Chamber Meetings

The Gresham Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
holds weekly meetings. 
Their Friday AM Meetings 

are held every Friday from 
7:20am to 9am. These 
meetings are a great way 
to network with other busi-
nesses in the area and stay 
connected to your commu-
nity. Listed are the dates 
and locations of the meet-
ings: Jan. 7—Riverview 
Community Bank, 225 NE 
Burnside Road, Gresham; 
Jan. 14—Gresham Ford, 
1999 E Powell Blvd, 
Gresham; Jan. 21—Snap 
Fitness; 400 NW Eastman 
Pkwy, Gresham; Jan. 
28 — U.S. World Class 
Taekwondo, 39 NW 3rd 
St., Gresham. Visitors are 
welcome. For more infor-
mation about the Chamber, 
visit their website gacc@
greshamchamber.org. n

 � Continued from page 15
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DESIGN. BUILD. REMODEL.
If you’re thinking about remodeling your home, kitchen, or bathroom — let us 
bring your aspirations to life with a renovation that revolves around your 
family and your lifestyle. You want the journey of remodeling your home to 
be a rewarding and enjoyable one – and choosing the right contractor is 
the key. Get to know OUR family, business, and values to find out what we 
can do for YOURS. 

Don’t just Remodel ... Redefine your lifestyle.

Let’s get together and discuss your vision or visit our website to see more about our capabilities.
 503.668.0710  |  www.SpecktacularHome.com  |  CCB# 82147
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The moment the “Bumble” got his painful tooth pulled and turned from a mean Bum-
ble into a good Bumble. The good news was announced by none other than “Yukon 
Cornelius” (Gresham Ford CEO Bess Wills). Everyone rejoices! (Photo Mike Wiley)

Chamber CEO Lynn Snodgrass wears her 
bejeweled faceshield. (Photo Mike Wiley)

The award winners for different catagories of table 
decorations. (Photo Mike Wiley)

Geoffery Kenway and Cheryl Rush spon-
sored a table. (Photo Mike Wiley)

The crew from Clackamas County Bank won the main award for the best table decora-
tion. (Photo Joan Wiley)

Gresham Chamber holds annual breakfast for charity

On December 10th, the 
Gresham Area Chamber 
of Commerce and Visitors 

Center held its annual break-
fast benefit for SnowCap and 
My Father’s House charities 
at the Mountain View Christian 
Church.

 This year’s theme was 
based on the television clas-
sic Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer, featuring a visit from 
“Yukon Cornelious” and the 
Bumble. A fun time was had 
by all. n
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Be aWINNER!

Store Hours: M-F: 8-9, Sat: 8-9, Sun: 8-9
36701 Hwy 26 | Sandy

Save everyday on things
you use everyday.503-668-6950

“At our local Sandy Grocery
Outlet, each month one
lucky customer has the

chance to ‘Win What You
Save.’ Stop by today for
your chance to win, and

check out all the
great savings at
Sandy Grocery

Outlet!”

Local owners
Dillon & Ciara

Shaffer

1446 E. Powell Blvd. Gresham

503.912.1253

NOW OPEN!

Scan for our menu

Tues. thru Sat. 11AM - 9PM, Sun. 11AM-7PM, Mon. Closed

Come in for lunch...
or dinner!

https://www.kuyafredcuisine.com
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Don’t Look Yet!
Crossword Puzzle on Page 16

CROSSWORD ANSWER

Getting ready for the event, Sandy Police Chief Ernie 
Roberts and officers Randall Santos and Garrett  
Thornton. (Photo Mike Wiley)

Sandy PD Personnel who volunteered time for the event (L-R Lieutenant Sean Lundry, Officer Manny Herrera, 
Reserve Officer Michael Freeman, Chief Ernie Roberts, School Resource Officer Armando Olmos, Officer Randall 
Santos, Officer Garrett Thornton). (Photo courtesy Garrett Thorton and Sandy PD)

Lt. Lundry shopping with Satorie (4th Grade). (Photo 
courtesy Garrett Thorton and Sandy PD)

Officer Santos and the Sandy Grinch with Mason (Kin-
dergarten). (Photo courtesy Garrett Thorton and Sandy 
PD)

Lt. Lundry and Officers Thornton and Santos with Tatum 
(3rd Grade), Kamden (Kindergarten), and Payton (Pre-
School). (Photo courtesy Garrett Thorton and Sandy PD)

The Sandy Police Department officers held their second annual “Shop-with-a-Cop” event for children on Saturday, December 11th at the Sandy 
Fred Meyer store. Each year several local children are identified who could use a boost around the holidays. Sandy Police Department staff 
and volunteers shopped with 19 children, ranging from Pre-K to 8th grade. Donations helped to provide each child with a $100 budget and the 

opportunity to purchase gifts for themselves or loved ones. Those gifts are then wrapped and delivered. Way to go, Sandy PD!  n 

Sandy Police Officers hold annual “Shop with a Cop” for children
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Bess Wills and family (l-r) Denise Walker, Preston 
Wills, Bess, Stephanie Reynoso, and AJ Wills. (Photo 
Mike Wiley) Those who helped put together the event, (L-R) Alisa Applegate, Amy Tipsord, Cathy Keathley, Sue Piazza, Bess, 

Sandra Rich, Karen Johnston and Shannon Chisom. (Photo Mike Wiley)

Gresham mayor Travis Stovall shared an anecdote of the 
time Wills helped him locate a sports car he desired to 
purchase. (Photo Mike Wiley)

Part of the group that gathered at the Gresham Histori-
cal Museum to honor Wills. (Photo Mike Wiley)

Gresham Area Chamber CEO Lynn Snodgrass shared an 
insight about the two different Bess’s — before and after 
10:01am. (Photo Mike Wiley)

On Wednesday, December 15th, family and friends of Gresham Ford CEO Bess Wills gathered at the 
Gresham Historical Museum to honor Wills for her many years of selfless service and giving to the 
Gresham community, including the many non-profits she has helped and for which she has organized 

many fund-raisers.  n 

Friends and family honor Bess Wills

HOURS: Monday – Thursday 7am – 5pm, Fridays 7am – 4pm
1550 SE Orient Drive, Gresham

OrientAutoService.com
Check out our website for money saving coupons

503-667-3900

▶ All Factory Maintenance
▶ All Fluid Services
▶ Complete Brake Services
▶ Diagnostics/Check Engine Light
▶ Major Repairs
▶ Timing Belt/Water Pump Services
▶ A/C Service
▶ And more…

We at Orient Auto have been dedicated to servicing Gresham and East
County for over 40 years. Our honest and straight forward approach

has made us reputable & trustworthy. Our intention is to keep the bar
we set high and continue providing exceptional service.

Providing the Services You Need!

Honda • Acura • Toyota • Lexus • Nissan • Infiniti • Subaru

HONKE HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Serving Our Customers Over 50 Years!

503-666-3725

www.honkeheating.com

Check our website for
our current specials

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
We Service all Makes and Models

CCB #71762

“Comfort You Can Trust”

Service & Installation of Air Conditioning • Ductless Systems
• Furnaces • Heat Pumps • Gas Fireplaces • Hot Water Heaters
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All inventory
in stock

Liquidating all
displays and fixtures

OFF

OPEN: Tuesday-Friday: 10a-6p, Saturday10-4p, Sun-Mon: Closed
20 NW 2nd St. • Gresham • (503) 912-0332

CLOS ING

50%

Dan Anderson,
4-time national
martial arts champion,
Author, Trainer

RECOGNIZE - INSPIRE - PROMOTE - CELEBRATE

Engravings - Awards - Drinkware
Gifts - Signage - Logo’d Apparel

In-House Production - Expert Design

503-336-4446
www.CrownTrophy.com

TURN MOMENTS
INTO MEMORIES

Fun, funky, fabulous
size-inclusive, womxn’s
resale boutique! We

have beautiful items for
every body at every budget.

111 N. Main Avenue • Gresham • 503.618.1111
shopgirlconsignment.com

Shop Girl Consignment

Gift Cards, too!

Unique shops, cafes and restaurants
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Clean driving record? Barely
By D.B. Haverford

Humorist

I just got a new job as a 
delivery driver. Previ-
ously, I felt I had not 

been seen as a highly desir-
able employee in the eyes 
of employers. That seems 
to have changed recently. 
Apparently this is due to 
the fact that the “lack of 
employees crisis” has low-
ered the standards enough 
that my current employer 
is extremely happy to have 
me. I was fairly proud of 
this — until I was told the 
only qualifications required 
for this job were having a 
clean driving record, and, 
quote, “a pulse.” 

That one night...
This got me thinking about 

one particular night in col-
lege when I had the pleasure 
of speaking to three different 
police officers in one night. 
I was barely nineteen and 
was completely reliant on 
my GPS to get me anywhere 
in the downtown Portland 
area. Being a typical col-
lege person, I had left all my 
valuable possessions in an 
unlocked car. I was (gasp) 
robbed! Even my GPS was 
taken! I managed to make 
it home, anyway. Luckily, 
I was irresponsible enough 
to have left my driver’s 
license at home when I was 
robbed, so I did have it avail-
able when the police officer 
arrived at the house to take 
my report. I was extremely 
disappointed though to hear 
that finding my GPS was not 
going to be a priority for the 
Portland Police Department 
and, therefore, I was going 
to need to find my own way, 

without the benefit of my 
GPS, to my new job that 
night. 

Armed with my 
“MapQuest printed out 
directions,” I set out into the 
darkness. Now, it is import-
ant for context later in this 
story to mention that I was 
a bit of a slob at this time 
in my life. I didn’t want to 
be… it just kinda happened. 
On one occasion, out of pure 
desperation, my parents even 
offered to help me clean out 
my car. We unearthed two 
boxes of moldy oriental food 
leftovers which had been 
purchased separately on two 
different occasions. It was 
bad. This “excavation” of 
my car had, unfortunately, 
been many, many, months 
ago and it had returned to 
its former disgusting glory. 

“Are you living in this 
vehicle?”

So that night, I was 
apparently driving rather 
erratically, because while 
attempting to find my des-
tination I was pulled over. 
The police officer was very 
concerned, and asked if I 
had been drinking. While 
I tried to explain my sit-
uation of not having my 
GPS and having to use my 
“MapQuest printed out 
directions,” his eyes slowly 
surveyed the interior of my 
car. Right in the middle of 
my GPS story, he interrupted 
me with a concerned ques-
tion, “Ma’am, are you living 
in this vehicle?” Well that 
did it. I lost it completely, 
bursting into tears. He apol-
ogized for his comment and, 
looking uncomfortable with 
the current situation, said I 
was free to leave. I appar-

ently was pathetic enough 
not to be considered a public 
threat. 

Third time a charm? No
You would think two 

different police officer 
encounters in one night 
would be my limit, right? 
You would be wrong. While 
driving back from my job, 
I got lost again. Did I get 
pulled over again? Yes I did. 
This particular officer found 
it rather suspicious that I 
burst into tears while rolling 
my window down and was 
much less sympathetic to my 
situation. He asked for my 
driver’s license, which was, 
of course, at home. He was 
extremely unhappy about 
that. Though crying, I was 
able to communicate that 
I had filed a police report 
earlier that day at my home 
and had accidentally left my 
driver’s license at the house. 
He (thank God) found this 
report on his police com-
puter, which verified my 
story. So he did let me off, 
reluctantly, with a warning 
and sent me on my way. 

Somehow that day, though 
encountering three police 
officers, I had not gotten any 
tickets. So yes, technically, 
I do have a clean driving 
record… and a pulse. I am 
sure they are thrilled to have 
me. n

D.B. Haverford is the pen 
name of an Oregon-based 
humor writer. 



22 HOODVIEWNEWS JANUARY, 2022 www.hoodviewnews.com

MEDICARE • SMALL GROUP • INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY

HEALTHBENEFITS411.COM

LESLIE PARKER
Licensed Agent in OR/WA

@HEALTHBENEFITS411

503.891.5793503.891.5793

Hi there,

I am a licensed health insurance 
agent in Oregon & Washington.

Which Medicare plan you choose 
is a big deal. I can guide you on 
benefits and help find the 
right plan for you!

Not sure which Medicare Not sure which Medicare 
plan is right for you?plan is right for you?

Mortgage Express, LLC. NMLS Company ID: 40831 Equal Housing Lender

NEIL JENSEN NMLS#: 62738 DEENA JENSEN NMLS#: 205436

Email: teamjensen@mtgxps.com • Web: teamjensen.mtgxps.com

Your TRUSTED Local
Lending Professionals

TEAM JENSEN

NeiI Jensen is licensed in Oregon & Washington, Deena Jensen is licensed in Oregon.
Not a commitment to lock or lend. Terms and restrictions apply. Not all applicants will qualify.

MORTGAGES • REFINANCING • FHA

50 Years Combined ExperienceNeil & Deena Jensen

503-329-5622 | 503-320-1132

“We’d love to be YOUR lender dream team. Let’s get started today!”— Neil & Deena

Whether you’re a first time home buyer or a seasoned investor,
with Neil and Deena of Team Jensen working for you, your
home financing experience will be an enjoyable one and

handled by a team of professionals that truly cares about you.

Yapping Mitzi and hungry pets
By SAM MAZZOTTA

Paw’s Corner

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: 
My sister-in-law insists on 
bringing her yappy, ill-tem-
pered lap dog, “Mitsi,” to 
our house every Christmas 
through New Year’s. Mitsi 
gets along with no one but 
her owner, frightens our two 
cats and barks at everyone 
in the house during dinner, 
nonstop. I love having my 
brother and his wife over, 
but Mitsi is making things 
hellish. How can I politely 
ask her to leave Mitsi in 
a kennel during visits? — 
Barked Out

DEAR BARKED OUT: I 
don’t know that there’s a 
way to tell your sister-in-law 
to leave her dog at home that 
would be taken well. Mitsi 
clearly is a full member of 
their family and travels with 
her.

Can a compromise be 
reached instead? Ask her 
if Mitsi can be placed in a 
separate room during meal-
times while they are visiting. 
She’ll probably still bark, 
but at least it won’t be right 
in your ear.

You also need to discuss 
how Mitsi is stressing out 

the cats. It’s like having a 
schoolyard bully walk right 
into your home. Try to keep 
the discussion civil.

Your sister-in-law takes 
her relationship with her dog 
seriously; she should respect 
your concerns as well.

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: 
Last year, pandemic lock-
downs, job losses and 
financial instability caused 
many families, along with 
their pets, to experience food 
insecurity. Because grocer-
ies are a higher priority for 
families than pet food, many 
pets got less to eat or lived 
off table scraps, which can 
be unhealthy over the long 
term. 

In 2020, local shel-
ters, businesses and other 
groups came together to 
collect donations of food 
or money to purchase food 
and supplies for pets. These 
were a great help. However, 
we’re not out of the woods 
yet. Rising prices due to 
inflation and supply chain 
issues, plus continued finan-
cial instability, means that 
many pets will go hungry 
again this year. Can Paw’s 
Corner readers rise to the 
occasion again this year 
and help neighbors and their 
pets to stay fed and healthy? 
— Shelter Volunteer

DEAR VOLUNTEER: 
You’ve done just that! 
I know my readers will 
make the effort to help pets 
through donations of food, 
supplies and cash.

People can contact the 
nearest pet shelter, either 
by email or phone, and ask 
what type of donations they 
need. Your contribution will 
go directly to that shelter, 
so you’ll know the impact 
you’re making.  n

Send questions or tips to 
ask@pawscorner.com. © 
2019 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By LESLIE PARKER
Medicare advisor

For those of you who are 
on individual or family 
plans, this is a reminder 

to make sure you have paid 
for your first invoice for your 
plan.  Insurance companies 
require receipt of payment 
before your insurance is 
effective. I usually recom-
mend clients set up an auto 
deduction payment for their 
premium with their insur-
ance company. This way you 
don’t need to worry about 
your payment being made 
on time.

Another note, if your plan 
is cancelled due to non-pay-
ment you will usually not be 
able to sign up for another 
individual plan until the next 
open enrollment period.

Long Term care costs
I also wanted to share 

some thoughts on Long 
Term Care insurance. This 
has been a topic that is 
appearing in the news a lot 
more often. Washington 
State wrote legislation that 
added a payroll tax to pay 
into a fund for long term 
insurance. Why was this 
necessary in the first place?

Medicare, or the plans 
often referred to as supple-

ments, do not pay for long 
term care.

 If we arrive at a point 
when we are no longer able 
to safely complete the tasks 
of daily living, we will then 
need the support of long-
term care. This care may be 
found in an assisted living 
facility, an adult care home, 
at home care providers or a 
nursing home.  

You could pay privately 
for these services, or you 
may have purchased a long-
term care insurance policy.  
If you do not have access 
to those two options, then 
many people turn to the 
state for assistance under 
the Medicaid program. In 
2020 57% of all long-term 
care was paid by the states 
through their Medicaid 
program.

Care is costly
To get an idea of expenses, 

the average monthly cost for 
assisted living in our area 
can range from $4500-7000 
per month.  If you need nurs-
ing home level of care, that 
amount can be $10-$12,000 
per month.  If you prefer to 
stay in your home with care 
providers and need round 
the clock care, that can run 
$25,000 or more a month.  
There are many different 

service levels available, but 
the main point is, when we 
need this level of care it can 
be very expensive.  

It would seem to make 
sense that everyone should 
go out and buy long term 
insurance to protect them-
selves from this potential 
future expense, however the 
premiums for long term care 
can be over a $1000 per year 
and may rise over the years. 
When faced with these 
monthly expenses for care, 
many will seek financial 
assistance through the state 
via the Medicaid program.

As our population ages, 
the states, and the taxpay-
ers will continue to see a 
growing need and cost of 
long-term care for many of 
its residents who do not have 
the means to pay for long 
term care insurance or to 
privately pay.  

This conversation affects 
all us. Until next month. n

Leslie Parker is the owner 
of Health Benefits 411 and 
a Medicare advisor and 
licensed health insurance 
agent for over 10 years. Her 
web site is 
healthbene-
fits411.com. 
She can be 
reached at 
503-891-
5793
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Welcome to 2022!
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Retirees fear becoming a burden
From JARED TJADEN & 
D. Samuel Sarkissian

Financial Advisors

I t’s human nature to want to make 
things easier for our loved ones – 
and to have great concern about 

adding any stress to their lives. In fact, 
72% of retirees say that one of their 
biggest fears is becoming a burden on 
their families, according to the Edward 
Jones/Age Wave Four Pillars of the 
New Retirement study. How can you 
address this fear?

First, don’t panic. In all the years 
leading up to your retirement, there’s 
a lot you can do to help maintain your 
financial independence and avoid bur-
dening your grown children or other 
family members. Consider these 
suggestions:

Increase contributions
Increase contributions to your retire-

ment plans and health savings account. 
The greater your financial resources, 
the greater your financial independence 
– and the less likely you would ever 
burden your family. So, contribute as 
much as you can afford to your IRA, 
your 401(k) or similar employer-spon-
sored retirement plan. At a minimum, 
put in enough to earn your employer’s 
matching contributions, if offered, and 
increase your contributions whenever 
your salary goes up. You may also want 
to contribute to a health savings account 
(HSA), if it’s available.

Invest for growth
Invest for growth potential. If you 

start investing early enough, you’ll 
have a long time horizon, which means 
you’ll have the opportunity to take 
advantage of investments that offer 
growth potential. So, in all your invest-
ment vehicles – IRA, 401(k), HSA and 
whatever other accounts you may have 

– try to devote a reasonable percentage 
of your portfolio to growth-oriented 
investments, such as stocks and stock-
based funds. Of course, there are no 
guarantees and you will undoubtedly 
see market fluctuations and downturns, 
but you can help reduce the impact 
of volatility by holding a diversified 
portfolio for the long term and period-
ically rebalancing it to help ensure it 
is aligned with your risk tolerance and 
time horizon. Keep in mind, though, 
that diversification does not ensure 
a profit or protect against loss in a 
declining market.

Consider long-term care protection
Protect yourself from long-term care 

costs. Even if you invest diligently 
for decades, your accumulated wealth 
could be jeopardized, and you could 
even become somewhat dependent on 
your family, if you ever need some type 
of long-term care, such as an extended 
stay in a nursing home or the services of 
a home health care aide. The likelihood 
of your needing such assistance is not 
insignificant, and the care can be quite 
expensive. In fact, the median cost for 
home health services is nearly $55,000 
per year, while a private room in a 
nursing home can exceed $100,000, 
according to Genworth, an insurance 
company. 

To help protect yourself against these 

steep and rising costs, you may want to 
contact a financial professional, who 
can suggest an appropriate strategy, 
possibly involving various insurance 
options.

Create an estate plan
Create your estate plans. If you were 

ever to become incapacitated, you 
could end up imposing various burdens 
on your family. To guard against this 
possibility, you’ll want to ensure your 
estate plans contain key documents, 
such as a financial power of attorney 
and a health care directive.

It’s safe to say that no one ever wants 
to become a financial burden to their 
family. But putting appropriate strate-
gies in place can go a long way toward 
helping avoid this outcome. n

Jared A. Tjaden and 
D. Samuel Sarkissian 
are Financial Advisors 
with Edward Jones. 
They can be reached 
at 503-668-1070 and 
503-826-8960 respec-
tively. This article was 
written by Edward 
Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. 
Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC
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503.781.6080To register call:
Or at:

When: Sun. Jan. 16th, 2022 • 12pm - 5pm
Upcoming: Feb. 13th, Mar. 6th

Where: Motel 6 Conference Room
1572 NE Burnside • Gresham

CONCEALED FIREARM PERMITS

Utah, Arizona, or Florida – Cost: $80
Oregon – additional Cost: $20

with purchase of Utah, Arizona, or Florida
Classes presented by

Officer Larry Raglione
Certified Instructor

2ndrightscfp.com

Sponsored by Costal Farm and Ranch
2865 NE Hogan Dr, Gresham, OR

Good in up to
35 States
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139NW2ndSt. • Gresham

*Includes: Drain or Flush of Transmission Fluid, Replace Transmission Filter & Gasket
where applicable, Inspect for Debris, Install Manufacturer Recommended Fluid,

Expires: February 15, 2022

Visit ourwebsite
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My New Year’s Resolutions
By GREG ROSEN

Writer

Every New Year an esti-
mated 188.9 million 
Americans say they’re 

determined to learn some-
thing new, make a lifestyle 
change or set a goal to 
better themselves. The top 
six categories that keep us 
to this holiday tradition 
relate to money, health, 
career, self-improvement, 
family, and love. I’m happy 
to report, since I know you 
really wanted to know, my 
resolutions do in fact fall 
into these categories.

My resolutions for 2022
Money: Let’s start with 

the big one, Money, I’ve 
decided to just move on with 
my life and forget all the 
baggage that goes with it. 
So let me say right now, I’m 
sorry. If I owe you money, 
I’m moving on. 

Health: For my health I’m 
taking this to a whole new 
level. I’m not saying I’m 
out of shape, but numerous 
times last year I contin-
ued watching a TV show 
I didn’t even like because 
the remote had fallen onto 
the floor. I’m going to start 
out with a simple goal on 
improving my health, like 
trying to lose just enough 
weight that my stomach 
doesn’t wiggle and jiggle 
while brushing my teeth.

Career: In my career I 
know I’ve made some bad 
decisions. Instead of beating 
myself up over all the bad 
decisions and lack of good 
decisions, I decided it would 
be a lot easier to make better 
bad decisions.

Self-improvement: In 
regard to self-improvement, 
I think most of you probably 
think like I do. When I took 
a long hard look at myself 
in the mirror, I was having 
problems finding areas for 
improvement. After several 
hours of serious contempla-
tion, the only thing I could 
think of was I should prob-
ably wear pants more often.

Family: As far as 
my family goes, I am 
truly blessed with the family 
I have, especially my won-
derful daughter. I can’t think 
of anything I would want 
to change. Ok, there is one 
resolution I can think of. 
Never again will I walk into 
my grandfather’s bathroom 
without knocking. Sadly, I 
now know that my Grandpa 
cleans the shower naked.  

Animated voices not good
Love: Love is the easiest 

resolution. I thought after 30 
amazing years of marriage 
that I was a master at the 
“Love” part. Being open 
minded and always willing 
to improve when possible, 
I decided to ask my wife 
if there was anywhere I 
needed improvement. I 
anticipated a long pause, 

maybe some deep thought, 
followed by her saying 
something incredibly touch-
ing and heartwarming.

Nope, she practically 
jumped out of her chair 
with a noticeably elevated 
level of excitement in her 
voice. It was like she had 
just found buried treasure 
and wanted to tell the world 
about it. Apparently, she has 
never liked my near perfect 
Mickey Mouse impressions 
while we are intimate. I 
know what you’re think-
ing, it shocked me as well.

I think it’s time for me to 
be more realistic in my goals 
and resolutions because as I 
get older I’m finding change 
rather difficult. Since I know 
I’ll make mistakes this year, 
my new year’s resolution 
is to try and make mistakes 
in new and different ways. 
That’s a resolution I know 
I can do successfully.” n

Greg Rosen is a humor 
writer, Realtor, father and 
husband. 
Questions or 
comments are 
appreciated: 
grosen@
pacificpio-
neer.com.

Your Tire Pressure Monitoring System
By KAREN JOHNSTON

All About Automotive

The tire pressure mon-
itoring system is an 
electronic system that 

is designed to monitor the 
air pressure inside the pneu-
matic tires on your vehicle. 
The tire pressure monitoring 
system reports current tire 
pressure information to the 
driver on each tire and there 
is an amber warning light on 
your dash that will illumi-
nate if there is a problem in 
the system or if a tire is low.

The TREAD Act was 
enacted in the late 1990s 
after the Firestone Recall. 
This TREAD Act mandated 
the use of Tire Pressure 
Monitoring System (TPMS) 
technology in all light motor 
vehicles (under 10,000 
pounds). This phase-in 
started with 20% of new 
car production in October 
of 2005 and reached 100% 
of new car production 
by September of 2007. 
European vehicles began 
the use of  TPMS in the mid 
1980’s but did not mandate it 
until the beginning of 2008 
with 100% production being 
required in November 2012.

There are two different 
types of TPMS, Direct 

TPMS and Indirect TPMS. 
The Direct TPMS uses pres-
sure sensors on each tire, 
either internal or external. 
These sensors measure the 
tire pressure in each tire 
and report it to the vehi-
cle’s instrument cluster or 
information system. The 
Indirect TPMS measures 
air pressures by monitoring 
individual wheel rotational 
speeds and other signals 
available outside of the tire 
itself. This system utilizes 
the wheel speed sensors 
from the ABS/ESC systems.

Benefits of TPMS
The benefits of TPMS are 

significant and are listed as 
follows:
• Fuel Economy – 10% 
under inflation of one tire 
can cause a reduction in fuel                     
economy of 1%.
• Extended Tire Life – Un-
der inflated tires are the #1 
cause of tire failure and con-
tribute to tire disintegration, 
heat buildup, ply separation 
and sidewall/casing break-
downs.  
• Decreased Downtime 
and Maintenance – Under 
inflated tires lead to cost-
ly hours of downtime and 
maintenance. According to 
the Dept. of Transportation, 

tire flats and failures are the 
#1 cause for breakdowns on 
the National Highways.
• Improved Safety – Under 
inflated tires lead to tire sep-
aration and failure. Statistics 
show that the measurable 
consequences are 40,000 
accidents, 33,000 injuries 
and 650 deaths each year. 

Properly inflated tires add 
greater stability, increased 
handling, and braking effi-
ciency. This leads to greater 
safety for the drivers, pas-
sengers, vehicles and all 
others on the roads.

TPMS has multiple ben-
efits, but the safety piece 
makes them a definite 
worthwhile investment. 
We recommend keeping 
this system in good working 
order and responding to any 
warning indicators before 
there is a problem. 

Happy Motoring! n

Steve and Karen Johnston 
have owned All About 
Automotive in Gresham for 
nearly 20 years. Karen and 
All About 
Automotive 
can  be 
reached at 
503-465-
2926.

FULL SERV ICE GENERAL CONTRACTOR

www.hbigeneralcontractor.com

Call today for your free, personal estimate:

650-346-6650

Custom kitchens, baths, decks | Kitchen & Bath Design & remodeling | Cabinet Sales

bbuuiillddiinngg ++ ddeessiiggnn

KITCHEN, BATH, DECKS DESIGN AND REMODELING

Located in Downtown Troutdale
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Got Cavities? You’ve Got Options, 
Part One

By RUSSELL BIRD, DMD
Blue Bird Dentistry

Some people are more prone to dental 
carries, or cavities, than others. If you 
suffer from a lot of tooth decay due to 

genetics or your diet, you probably know the 
drill (pun intended). If not, you may wonder 
how filling cavities stops decay—and which 
materials may work best. The next time you 
need cavity care, you might have choices to 
make that will determine what the repaired 
tooth looks like, how long it will last, and 
what it will cost. Let’s talk these over so 
you can impress your dentist.

How and Why Holes Are Filled
A fissure in a tooth degrades its structure, 

weakening it and often causing pain and 
other symptoms. This occurs when enamel 
is worn away by acids that form as plaque 
builds up in your mouth—a result of food 
debris and bacteria not being fully brushed 
away. Broken teeth or damage from teeth 
grinding also create gaps that may need to 
be filled.

The basic treatment is to remove the 
decayed portion of tooth with a drill or laser. 
Local anesthetic preserves your comfort 
level during the process. Your dentist then 
cleans away any bacteria or debris so that 
the filling will bond to the rest of the tooth. 
When strengthened and sealed, your tooth 
will regain function and be free of decay.

An Introduction to Filling Choices
Everyone knows the traditional amalgam, 

or “silver” filling: actually a metal composite 
of silver, mercury, and other metals. While 
perfectly functional in existing fillings, amal-
gam is now typically bypassed in favor of 
more natural-looking material.

For a more aesthetic look in routine fill-
ings, resin bonding may be the solution. 
These acrylic and mineral resin composites 
bond well and match the color of your teeth. 
The drawback is that they’re less durable 
than metal or porcelain and will need earlier 
replacement.

The high-end choice for long life and 
strength is porcelain. Also tooth-colored, 
this ceramic fill is versatile and can bridge 
large gaps or be used for crowns to replace 
cracked teeth. You’ll pay more but get a great 
look and many years of service.

Next time, we’ll learn more about these 
filling materials and what you can expect 
from them. For now, you already know 
enough to anticipate what your dentist will 
offer the next time you need cavity treat-
ment. n

Russell Bird DMD of Blue Bird Dentistry 
in Sandy, Oregon, brings over a decade 
of professional expertise and love for the 
local community to dental care for children 
and adults. Dr. Bird y su 
personal hablan español 
y dale bienvenidos a gente 
de todos origines. Contact: 
(503) 668-1300; san-
dyordentist.com; https://
www.facebook.com/
BlueBirdDentistry/

While perfectly 
functional in existing 

fillings, amalgam is now 
typically bypassed in 

favor of more natural-
looking material.

36840 SE Industrial Way, Suite B, Sandy

503.668.1300

BlueBird Dentistry

Dr. Russell Bird • Welcoming New Patients
• Check-ups
• Sleep Dentistry Available

• Single-visit crowns
• Open Fridays
• Emergency? Call us!

Across Hwy 26 from Grocery
Outlet at the light.
Turn left at the 1st driveway.

Scan the code
to go to our site!

http://sandyordentist.com

Isn't it
time you
got your
TEETH

CHECKED?

Financing Available with 1st 12-mo. NO PAYMENTS for Qualified Customers!

Free Estimates Call Today!

Roofs • Gutters • Windows • Siding • Handyman
Concerned about COVID-19? We do

HOMEMASTERS

503-328-9400

NEW 50-Year
Architectural Roof

$8795
Coupon valid at time of estimate only.

Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

Save BIG On

HardiePlank® Siding
UP TO $1000 OFF

Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

UP TO $500 OFF
NEW Gutters and/or

Gutter Protection
Coupon valid at time of estimate only. Applies to whole house installation.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

Any New Windows

15% OFF
Coupon valid at time of estimate only.

Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

Roof Maintenance
and Moss Removal

$150-$250 OFF

Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.
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homemasters.com

New Roofing!

Low Contact Estimates and Work!
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“If there is a bedrock principle underlying the First 
Amendment, it is that the government may not prohibit the 
expression of an idea simply because society finds the idea 

itself offensive or disagreeable.” 
— Justice William Brennan Jr.

God is a goal setter
By PASTOR DEE DUKE

Jefferson Baptist Church

I love tools, and I am always looking for 
a new tool to buy. I bought a flaring tool 
so that I could put in the brake lines on 

the 1969 mustang I am working on with my 
grandson. I didn’t know how to do brake 
lines, having bought brake line kits for all 
my previous projects which were pre-flared 
and pre-bent for me. I watched a half dozen 
YouTube videos on how to do it, and went 
at it. When I got all done I had a couple of 
leaks I had to fix, and a couple of my bends 
looked ugly, but I fixed them, and now I 
can cross off the goal “I will learn a new 
skill this year.”

I love goals
I also love goals and the concept of goal 

setting. God is a goal setter. Everything He 
does He decides ahead of time, He plans 
every detail of the future. When you read 
prophecy in the Bible you are reading God’s 
goals. We function most effectively and effi-
ciently when we function like God, because 
He created us like Himself.

My goals help me to focus and not be a 
scatterbrain. Focused thinking and focused 
living is being free from distractions. 
Distractions cause us to live our life chas-
ing our tail, going in circles, accomplishing 
very little that really matters.

Time management, motivation, passion
My goals are the best time management 

tool there is. People who waste a lot of 
time get very little done with their life that 
matters. They get distracted with the urgent 
and spend little time on the important. Our 
well thought out, and well-written goals are 
our declaration of what is important, and if 

we read them often we will stay focused on 
what is important.

Many people struggle with motivation, 
they can’t seem to find the key that turns 
on the engine of their life. When I feel flat, 
lukewarm, and lazy I read my goals an extra 
time, and off to the races I go. My goals fill 
my gas tank, they are the wings of my life, 
they work better than a can of spinach or 
an energy drink.

My goals give me passion. With passion, 
I am so much happier as a person. With 
passion I am much more enjoyable to be 
around. With passion my aches and pains 
don’t seem near as bad. With passion my 
brain is alive and works better, much better.

So many people refuse to write goals. 
When a person chooses not to write goals 
for themselves they are choosing a life of 
mediocrity. Not a bad life, just a normal 
life, not a loser’s life, but certainly not a 
winner’s life either. n

Dee Duke has been the senior pastor of 
Jefferson Baptist Church in 
Jefferson, Oregon for over 
40 years. He is in demand as 
a speaker for men’s events. 
Read his excellent daily blog 
at deefduke.me.
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When a person 
chooses not to write 
goals for themselves 

they are choosing a life 
of mediocrity.
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thing up from that camp, but 
we figured while we were 
there, we would at least put 
these things on a tarp so 
they wouldn’t cause further 
environmental issues and 
whatever that was worth. 
There’s so much garbage 
back in there.”

Opposition mounts
While Caswell has 

received encouragement and 
support for her efforts, she 
has also received criticism 
and warnings of possible 
legal action. 

One of Caswell’s crit-
ics has been Wood Village 
Mayor Scott Harden. 
Wood Village is the small 
city located to the west of 
Troutdale. In a commentary 
published in The Outlook, 
Harden described Caswell 
and her group as “vigilantes” 
and the group’s actions as 
“ransacking.”

Harden wrote, “While 
camping is not a solution to 
chronic homelessness, it is 
the interim choice for many 
houseless people.”

Complaint lodged
Despite receiving initial 

support from some of the 
Delta’s camping residents, 
some campers complained 
about the groups’ actions 
to the Multnomah County 
Sheriff’s office, claiming 
that personal property was 
removed. 

According to a police 
report, Deputy James Monda 
investigated. In the report, 
Monda said that he also 
spoke with  Caswwell. “I 
told Caswell I was not trying 
to take any side in the matter 
today but felt it necessary 

to inform her that she and 
the group were potentially 
exposing themselves to civil 
and criminal liability if they 
take belongings from occu-
pied camps without the legal 
authority to do so,” wrote 
Monda. 

Not out of legal woods
Caswell may not yet 

be out of legal jeopardy. 
According to a media release 
from the Multnomah County 
Sheriffs office, “Based on 
what was reported, MCSO 
opened an investigation. 
The Sheriff’s Office has 
been performing follow-up 
work to identify victims and 
items damaged or taken. We 
are working with the District 
Attorney’s Office, and the 
DA’s Office will review and 
consider whether any crim-
inal charges are to be filed.” 

In December, Harden told 
Hoodview News, “She broke 
the law, so I felt like there 
should have been some con-
sequence. To my knowledge, 
they haven’t been out there 
again. Maybe just exposure 
in the court of public opinion 

was enough to slow them 
down for now.”

Working for solutions 
Since the clean-up effort 

in September, Caswell has 
been working on proposals 
and holding meetings with 
officials at the state and 
county level for expanding 
sanctioned homeless shelter 
options for east county.

“I’ve drafted a proposal 
and have shown it to the 
Governor’s office. State 
Lands has seen it and the 
Joint Office of Homeless 
Services have all seen it 
and we’re partnering now 
to get something done. Joint 
Office [of Homeless Services 
] is currently looking for 
other sanctioned camping 
sites. I’ve identified one in 
Troutdale, and it’s on their 
list. They have certain criteria 
that they have to check off if 
[it’s] going to be a suitable 
place for folks to relocate to. 
It’s a really crucial element of 
the solution of what’s going 
to allow the people living 
in Thousand Acres to move 
out of Thousand Acres. The 

Oregon Department of State 
Lands owns the property 
that they’re on and [on] the 
vast majority [of the land] 
the Forest Services is there 

too. They both own property 
that’s affected, so having that 
sanctioned camping location 

is crucial for them to do what 
they need to do. I’ve had a 
lot of meetings with them 
now, we’re partnering on that 
solution,” said Caswell. 

Caswell says that once a 
sanctioned alternative camp-
ing solution can be found, 
and the current campers 
moved out of the park, that 
she will be able to organize 
people to clean up the park.

“On my proposal, I’ve 
gotten commitments from 
certain organizations to do 
cleanup work at actually no 
cost at whatever location that 
we do have,” said Caswell.

“I’m really trying to keep 
everybody pulled together 
on this and keep it moving 
forward toward a solution 
for everyone,” said Caswell.  
HVN

BEFORE AND AFTER: One areas of the park after Caswell’s group engaged in their 
cleanup efforts. (Photo courtesy A. Caswell) 

Caswell cleanup
 � Continued from page 13

“I’m really trying 
to keep everybody 

pulled together 
on this and keep 

it moving forward 
toward a solution 

for everyone,” said 
Caswell.  
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Paintless dent removal
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Paint correction
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January... a great time for a new “body image”

Champion Collision can repair and paint your
car or truck body, tint your windows and also

detail the inside… Looking good for 2022!

Court decision led to current 
homeless policy paralysis

One of the main drivers of homeless camping in places 
like the Delta, as well as on public streets and freeway 
intersections throughout Oregon and other western states, 
is not laws or policy decisions passed by the people’s 
representative at state legislatures, it is a 2018 decision 
by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. Known as Martin 
v. Boise, the decision prohibited states and localities 
from banning overnight camping on public spaces if 
there were no shelters available. 

This decision by the 9th Circuit, widely viewed as the 
most liberal circuit court in the nation, made it far more 
difficult for cities and communities to prevent homeless 
camps from being established on public property. n

Rip Caswell also expresses concerns
Alison’s husband, artist and sculptor Rip Caswell 

shared some of his frustration about the situation on 
the Coalition to Protect Thousand Acres Facebook 
group page.

“Its bewildering to me that so much illegal activity 
is allowed to happen in the Delta, but Alison and other 
concerned citizens take time out of their busy schedule 
to volunteer to pick up trash and are being investigated 
for it! [Authorities seem to] turn a blind eye and [are]
even supportive of anything the homeless do out there. 
Signs posted say “No Camping.” On the website it says 
“no camping, no fires, no vehicles on the delta,” but it’s 
all happening. Isn’t littering a crime? What about all the 
unauthorized construction happening out there? There 
is concrete being used and lumber to build structures 
and tree houses. But if you or I want to build a chicken 
coop in Troutdale we have to get it permitted. People 
are cutting down healthy trees for firewood. I’d like to 
see what would happen if any of us went out there and 
cut firewood for our home… What about the environ-
mental hazards they are causing? No one else could get 
away with a fraction of what they are doing. Why do I 
feel like the homeless have more rights than the rest of 
us? It’s so frustrating. The Delta isn’t a good option for 
homeless to camp. Let’s all work together to find a better 
alternative and work to clean up the Delta and keep it 
pristine.” — Rip Caswell (Excerpted with permission 
from a post on the Facebook group page Coalition to 
Protect Thousand Acres.) n
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We are the Portland area's premier supplier of quality kiln dried cooking wood, bundled
campfire wood, and home heating wood. We have both seasoned and kiln dried woods

available for immediate delivery.
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Hardwood/Softwood Mix

Limited Quantity of Fir/Oak Mix:

Plus Delivery

Includes Delivery

503-975-8615

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Septic Tank Repair
• Grease Trap Cleaning
• Real Estate Inspection
• State of Art Pipe Cleaning Available
• Clog Locating Cameras

Environmental Services

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • DEQ#: 39277

Call Anytime • Emergency Services Available

Preferred Pumper since 2012.

Full Service Septic Company

“Serving Clackamas & Multnomah Counties since 2011”.

EPA recommends pumping your septic tank every 3-5 years!

Family-owned, veteran-owned local business.

Visit our web site — veggiescout.org Scan code with
your phone to go

to our web site
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