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n case you missed it, last month a 43-year
old football quarterback named Tom Brady
led his new NFL team, the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, previously the losing-est team in
professional sports, to a Super Bowl victory
over the vaunted Kansas City Chiefs. It was
Brady’s seventh overall Super Bowl title and
his third in the last five years.
Did you catch the 43 years-old part?
Boston sportswriter Michael Hurley has
been covering Brady and his previous team, the
New England Patriots, for over 20 years.
Through the years, he has written regular
newspaper columns and several books about
the Brady-led dynasty.
Just before this year’s Super Bowl, Hurley
wrote a column in which he said about Brady,
“It’s understandable if the football fans — be
they die-hards or casual followers — have
grown sick of hearing about this one
individual. And yet, while it may seem like an
antithetical notion … it’s entirely possible that
not enough is being said about him.
“Given the nature of this violent sport, this is
all not supposed to happen. Given the designs
of a league dead set on parity, it’s not supposed
to happen. Given the sheer difficulty of simply
winning football games with such
unprecedented consistency, it is not. Supposed.
To happen.” (Emphasis added.)
A unique athlete
Name the athlete. Babe Ruth. Michael
Jordan. Willie Mays. Jerry Rice. Serena
Williams. Joe Montana. No matter the athlete,
about the mid-30s begins the decline and age
40 marks the age when the bottom invariably
falls out, if they even make it that far. Age and
injuries take them out.
All except for Tom Brady. For a professional
football player, getting to play in even one
Super Bowl is an achievement. Brady has
played in 10 of the last 20 Super Bowls and
won seven of them. Frankly, given the
incredible obstacles in the way of such an
accomplishment, it borders on the
unfathomable.

the starting job. Instead, he had to battle a
newcomer for the position. He was tempted to
quit, but decided to stick it out. He eventually
led the team to victory in the Orange Bowl in
his final game at Michigan. Then, despite his
success at Michigan, he dropped far down the
NFL draft board and was picked 199th, which
was a crushing disappointment to him.
Instead of letting these rejections defeat him,
Brady turned them into motivation to work
harder and smarter and drive him to succeed.
Have you been rejected, passed over, treated
unfairly, or denied your due? Don’t let anger or
bitterness overcome you. Instead, become
determined to prove the haters and doubters
wrong. If you do that, the haters and doubters
have actually done you a huge favor.

Brady is easy to resent
It’s easy to resent Tom Brady. He looks like
a male model. He is married to real super
model, Gisele Bündchen (who actually makes
more money than Brady does). They have three
attractive children. However, despite his
success, Brady appears genuinely humble,
grateful for his success, and caring for his
family and teammates.
What can we learn?
If we resent his success, we will miss the
lessons it can teach us. Even though we are not
professional football payers, we are all players
in the game of life. Life is not easy for anyone.
If we want to be successful, we have to take it
seriously, prepare, and execute, just like a
successful athlete. Sports can teach us key
lessons about success in life.
1. Turn rejection into motivation
At the University of Michigan, Brady was
not highly regarded. He always seemed to be
the afterthought quarterback. After being a
backup for two years, he thought he had earned

2. Don’t drift. Make life success your specific
objective
Tom Brady has one goal for every season.
Win the Super Bowl. Many players don’t have
that goal. They want to have a good season or
get a contract renewal, but the intense desire to
win the championship is not there. Many of
them think it’s not in their control or beyond
their reach. Brady doesn’t think like that. For
Brady winning the Super Bowl is his measure of
success. Everything he does in season and out is
specifically geared toward achieving that goal.
On the playing field of life, it is easy to drift
along without any concrete goals, doing the
minimum to stay afloat. We do the minimum at
home, the minimum at work. We often have no
plan except to live for the weekend or time off.
Success in life will never come that way.
Instead of having a mediocre marriage, why
not make a plan to make it a great one? Instead
of having mediocre kids, why not plan on
helping them be great? Instead of just drifting
along day by day in your job, why not
determine to become great at your work?
Instead of working year after year at a job you
hate, why not plan to work toward doing
something you love? Determine now to stop
drifting through life, but to live the important
aspects of your life intentionally.
■ Continued on page 3
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3. Work harder
Tom Brady works hard. In fact, his work
ethic is so intense that new teammates are often
shocked. Remember, these are football players
who are supposed to be used to working hard.
However, Brady, at 43 years old, is at another
level with his work ethic. Have you ever
shocked anybody with your work habits toward
your goals? Life is funny. It only responds to a
certain level of intense effort, usually more
than we are used to putting out. But once we
reach that level of work, we will usually find it
enjoyable and satisfying. Don’t let anybody tell
you that hard work is not a key ingredient in
success.
4. Don’t be afraid to choose a different path
There is a saying about life that if you keep
doing what you have always done, you are
going to keep getting the results you have
always gotten. A corollary is that if you do what
everyone else is doing, or not doing, you are
going to get the results that everyone else is
getting. Do you want more in life than
mediocrity? If you follow the crowd,
mediocrity is all you are likely to get. However,
Tom Brady wanted more than what everyone
else had gotten. He wanted to do something
that had never been done. He wanted to play

football at a high level well into his 40s. So,
Brady found a trainer and nutrition coach who
had a program that he assured Brady would
allow Brady to do that. It required Brady to
adopt a radically different diet and a radically
different exercise regime. But Brady adopted it,
stuck with it, and made it his own. He now even
markets it with his trainer as the “TB12
Method” (Twelve is Brady’s uniform number).
Tom Brady wasn’t afraid to break with the
crowd and chart his own path. Now, at an age
when those other great quarterbacks are sitting
at home on the couch, Brady is still winning
Super Bowls.
The crowd follows the path of least
resistence. Those in the crowd fear rejection
above all else. If you want to be successful, you
are going to have to stop following the crowd
and chart your own path forward.
5. Get up after being knocked down
Football is a game of violence. You get
knocked down hard a lot. One of the most
memorable video clips of Brady’s career is
from his first season when he is hit so hard his
helmet pops off. However, in the clip he jumps
right back up,
impressing his
teammates
with
his
toughness.
To succeed

in life, we don’t have to act tough, but we have
to be tough. We have to be able to bounce back.
This is true for everyone, men and women
alike. We all get knocked down in life by
failures, disappointments, rejections, and
discouragements. They can hurt even more
than a big football hit. However, the more
quickly we can get back up and get going
again, the quicker we can get past the hits.
6. Lift your life teammates
Finally, one of the most important things that
Brady does is rally and encourage his
teammates. Every night before this year’s
Super Bowl, Brady would hold a Zoom
meeting with his teammates. He told them that
they could and would win the game. This has
been a pattern for his entire career. He spends
time encouraging his teammates and helping
them to become better. To him, it’s a key part of
his role as the team leader. Tom Brady is so
committed to the success of his teammates that
he had a talented, but troubled, teammate come
to live with him in his house in order to help
him turn his life around. He caught a
touchdown pass from Brady in the Super Bowl.

In an interview after the Super Bowl, when
asked about Tom Brady, he became emotional.
You have life “teammates.” You might have
a spouse and children and grandchildren. You
might have long-time friends and extended
family members. You have co-workers, clients
or customers. These are people who you
depend on for your growth and success. You
cannot be successful in life without them.
Therefore, you have a vested interest in their
growth and success, too. What are you doing,
what can you start doing, to encourage them
and to help them be successful?
Tom Brady cannot be successful without his
teammates being successful. The same is true
for your life teammates, too. When you give of
yourself to help them, you are helping yourself,
too.
Conclusion
Tom Brady may be a football player, but the
principles that he uses to help him achieve
unprecedented success on the football field are
principles that we can use to help us achieve
success in our lives. Let’s play the game of life
with purpose. HVN
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Writing
from the
HEART
Sandy’s Camille Eide is a successful
local author who explores life's
issues through
inspirational romance novels
By ERIKA TOWNE
Contributor

“B

eing considered one of Camille’s
friends genuinely feels like a
privilege,” said Meghan Yow. “She is
a true introvert. Very quiet, pensive, and
contemplative but in that thoughtfulness, she is
quietly observing and perceiving and taking
note and care of the people around her and the
needs they have.”
“Camille is a kind, thoughtful and loyal
friend… She is someone I can trust, and who I
know will pray for me,” said friend Lisbet
Siebert. “Everything Camille sets her mind to
she does well…Camille is someone who thinks
deeply about things, making for meaningful
conversations.”
“If I were to choose one word to describe
Camille, I would say talented. When she puts
her heart into something, she excels at
whatever that is,” said pastor and friend Jeremy
Siebert.
If you were to meet Camille Eide for a cup of
coffee, you’d probably end up talking about her
six grandchildren (she’s hoping to add to that
count soon), her latest romance novel that’s set
to be released in April, or her strong connection
to God through her work at her local church.
Talking to her, you would think she has it all
together, and you’d be right.
However, Eide would be the first to tell you
that everything that she’s grateful for now, did
not come easily or without some deep soul
searching along the way.
The Broken Road
Growing up was not the easiest path for
Eide. She was born in Eugene and spent most

4

HOODVIEWNEWS

of her childhood between there and the Oregon
coast. Her early life could be summed up
through a series of broken homes and broken
relationships.
“We kind of bounced around a lot,” said
Eide. “My mom was a really good provider and
had trouble keeping good husbands… She
married, really trusting, because she had a
really good dad herself. I think she thought all
men were going to be like Grandpa, and it
turned out they weren’t. There were a few
losers in there. So, I grew up with some
disappointments, to say the least.”
Those situations took their toll.
“I grew up feeling abandoned, abused, and
easily humiliated,” Eide wrote in a blog post.
“Frequent moves as a kid meant I didn’t keep
friends long. I became the oddball loner, the
taunted outcast. I was the ugly girl with holes
in her socks and high-water pants who just
couldn’t seem to play the game like everyone
else and turned to food for comfort, which
ensured that I was both ugly and fat. Then
because of added abuse and criticism at home,
I went from sad kid to pissed-off teenager,
finding the acceptance and approval I craved
with the stoner crowd, skipping school, getting
high, and looking for trouble.”
Eide got in over her head and got caught up
in a dangerous situation. She dropped out of
high school and started community college to
get her GED, but the trouble followed her.
“My problems that I had followed me,
obviously. You can’t leave that behind and
change who you are,” said Eide. “So, [I was] still
hanging out with the stoner crowd, still not able
to say no, but wanting to succeed at school.”
At just 16-years-old, Eide felt lost and
powerless.
March 2021

Finding Her Father
“I remember one day being in a class and
being stoned because you do that before class.
[I wanted] to understand the lecture and
couldn’t and I was like, ‘God, if you’re real, I
just need to sober up here. I need to understand
what's going on here.’,” said Eide. “Oddly
enough, my mind cleared and I thought, ‘Okay,
well, maybe I better look into this a little bit
more.’ So, I started reading a Bible.”
Like all of Eide’s relationships, her
relationship with God did not go smoothly at
first.
“That was the beginning of what you’d hope
would be a beautiful rosy journey from there
on, but it actually was full of a lot of bumps
because I was pretty hurt and messed up and
dysfunctional. I had a lot of baggage and a lot
of stuff to go through,” said Eide. “There was a
lifetime from that point on of really learning
how to stick with Him and walk with Him and
let Him work in my life.”
Eide tested God along the way and felt her
fragile hold on faith falter, but she saw just
enough to know that she should continue. One
of those first sightings came just a year later
when God brought Robert Montgomery,
known to many as “The Dove Chocolate Guy,”
into her life.
“A year later, my mom started dating
Robert,” said Eide. “We started going to his
church and they married.”
At 17, Eide was done with substitute dads, so
she packed her things and got ready to move
out of the house.
“I’m like, ‘I’m done with dads. I’m glad you
guys are going to be happy. Good for you. I’m
out of here.’ He's like, ‘Nope. Nope. Nope.
You’re not going anywhere.’,” recalled Eide.
“He proceeded to say, ‘I love you. You’re so
neat.’ I’m like, ‘Get out of here. What is wrong
with you? I don’t need this. Dads just leave or
hurt you or don’t care. You're going to just be
another one in this string of disappointments.’
He would not let me push him away.”
Montgomery did not leave. He was part of
Camille’s life until just a few days after this last
Christmas when he passed away. His passing
hit Eide hard.
“Dad didn’t model perfection, but I didn’t
need that. What he modeled for me—of far
greater worth—was persistence, both in the
way he loved, and the way he followed Christ,”
Eide wrote in a tribute to her father.

“HEARTIES”: Eide (r) with Michael
Landon, Jr., the producer of the Hallmark
series “When Calls the Heart.” (Photo
courtesy of C. Eide)

NEW NOVEL: Eide’s newest faith-based
romance novel, “The Secret Place,” is
scheduled to be released in April.

Opening Her Heart
Once Eide opened up her heart, other love
followed. Eide met her husband Dan while in
college and the two of them were blessed with
two sons and a daughter who she proudly calls
her miracle baby.
“We weren’t going to have any more and
then I prayed and I got pregnant, but the doctor
said I was going to have another miscarriage.
So, I prayed,” said Eide. “I said, ‘Okay, God,
please, I’m sure this is the daughter I've asked
you for.’ I heard Him say very quietly, ‘Give
her to me.’ I was like, ‘But no. No. No. This is
supposed to be my answer to prayer.’ He said,
‘Give her to me.’ I had to reach in my heart and
say, ‘Okay. Whether I give her to you now or I
give her to you in essence in her life, whichever
way it goes, okay, she’s yours.’ That day, all of
my miscarriage symptoms stopped and I
carried to term and she was born.”
All three of their children have now blessed
the couple with grandchildren.
“They're all beautiful, brilliant babies. And
cute. So, cute,” said Eide proudly.
Eide also continued to open her heart to God
and eventually took on the role of secretary
within her local church. It was through that
role, that she started down a new path in life.
Sharing Her Story
“Our new pastor and his wife [Lisbet] had
just taken over the church that we attended and
I work at. She was telling me, ‘Hi. I just read
this really nice, clean Christian romance novel,
but there aren’t very many.’ She goes, ‘I bet you
could write that.’,” Eide recalled.
At the time, Lisbet Siebert and Eide were
witnessing a romance blossom right in front of
them. Eide’s step-brother and Siebert’s sister in
Norway had started a whirlwind romance,
mostly via email. Inspiration struck and the
foundation for Eide’s debut novel, Like There’s
No Tomorrow, was born.
However, making it a reality was a whole
different story.
“I tried [to write it] and found out there’s a
whole lot you need to learn when it comes to
writing a novel. It’s not a thing that people go,
‘Oh, I'm going to write a book.’ Screech to a
halt. There are things you need to know about
plot and structure, and three acts,” said Eide.
“So, after many years, like seven years later, I
finally had an agent and lots of practicing and
workshops, and finally, the book was
published.”
Once the ball got rolling, Eide got into a
■ Continued on page 6
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LOCKDOWNS WORSE THAN
COVID
Ten months after the arrival
of COVID19, the one thing
that amazes and distresses me
most is the level of fear
instilled into the population
by our “leaders,” and the
people that are governed by
this fear, in spite of everything
we have learned about this
virus since then. What’s even
worse is the apparent inability
of these people to look at
COVID19 as part of the big
picture; Kate Brown and her
alphabet bureaucrats have
wreaked unfathomable havoc
on our economy, and on our
kids’ mental health and

education, because apparently
COVID19 is the only problem
that we face in life any more.
According to the CDC, the
survival rate is about 99%,
overall, and yet people live in
fear like this is the Black
Death. Meanwhile,
authoritarian governors
implement destructive lock-

downs that have been
demonstrated to have no
effect on a virus, all under the
guise of “protecting”
everyone. For instance, it is
estimated that an extra
900,000 people will die in the
next 15 years because of
economic distress caused by
paranoia-fueled lockdowns.
Yes, people get sick and die,
but that happens from many
other causes too, and acting
like this is the only issue of
any importance is myopic and
destructive. And for those that
like to compare states, have
you noticed that as of
mid-December, California’s
“COVID19 deaths” (a
manipulated stat if there ever
was one) now exceed (red
state) Florida’s, and Florida
lifted all restrictions months
ago, while California (blue
state) has been locked down
tightly?
Steve Edwards
Gresham

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Have an opinion or different view? Information to share?
Email your letter to the editor. *Letters should be polite,
considerate, timely, and about 250 words. Letters will be
edited for grammar, content, and space. Unfortunately, not
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month. Email your letter to: letters@hoodviewnews.com
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Eide (r) in period costume on the set of “When Calls the Heart” television series. Eide
was one of the founders of a fan group for the Hallmark Channel’s series. She had a
cameo appearance in the second season of the series. (Photo courtesy C. Eide)
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rhythm. Like There’s No
Tomorrow was released in
2014. Eide’s second novel,
L i k e a L o v e S o n g , soon
followed in 2015. On April
15, Eide will debut her fifth
novel, The Secret Place*.
Siebert, the woman who
helped inspire Eide along this
path, says she’s still very
much a fan of Eide’s writing.
“Camille’s writing draws
you in. She has a way of
describing things that makes
you feel that you are there,”
said Siebert. “Her writing
takes you on a journey. Her
books are hard to put down.
When you start reading one of
her books, before you know it,
you have ‘accidentally’ stayed
up all night because you had
to read just one more chapter.”
“Camille writes in a very
thoughtful, deep way,”
continued Siebert. “She has
done her research well. Her
characters are relatable and
also diverse. She writes about
serious topics, and her stories
keep you on the edge of your
seat. And of course, she also
writes about love, including
the greatest love of all: God’s
love.”
Crafting Her Future
With this fifth novel done,
Eide isn’t sure what the future
will bring. While she has a
passion for writing and still
has ideas to share, the recent
passing of her father has
caused her to reevaluate
things.
“ We t o o k t i m e g o i n g
through photos and photos to
find the photos that we wanted
for [dad’s] slideshow. It hit
me really hard how fast time
goes by,” said Eide. “He was
86 when he passed away and
he had grown small and frail
but looking at photos and
looking back when he was
really
strong
and
healthy…I’m thinking, ‘Oh
my gosh, that was just
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yesterday.’ But these are like
20 years ago. He was in his
60s. He was so strong and just
like that, a snap of a finger, he
was 86.”
“I’m 57. It’s going to be a
snap of the finger and I’m not
going to have any impact in
my grandkids’ lives anymore
because that time is going to
go so fast,” continued Eide. “I
feel like I’ll keep writing
these stories, but I feel like the
time I invest in what I write
needs to be really carefully
weighed with the time I'm
investing in people.”
“I feel like my burning
drive right now is to be really
intentional about how I'm

“I feel like the time I
invest in what I write
needs to be really
carefully weighed
with the time I'm
investing in people.”
— Camille Eide
investing my time. Novels
take a long time, honestly.
Most of them take me like a
year and then there's all the
editing and all that. So, it’s
two years before it even
comes out,” said Eide.
“Meanwhile, my granddaughter just lost a tooth. It’s like,
next, she’s going to be in high
school, next time I blink. Do I
want to have missed out on
times that I could invest? So,
I’m just wanting to be really
intentional about it. Dad’s
passing has really, really
opened my eyes to that.”
Serving the community
Whether writing remains a
top priority in her life, Eide
doesn’t know. What she does
know is there are things that
she still plans to make a
priority.
She and her husband are
empty-nesters, but they have
plenty of grandchildren that
live nearby. She plans to

spend more time with them.
“ We d o r e a l l y s i m p l e
baking with the toddlers
because I get that they’re
going to eat the stuff. If it’s
dough, it's like, ‘Oh, you just
ate a bunch of dough. You’re
going to have such a
stomachache.’ So, we bake
with pancakes and raisins and
bananas so that if they eat the
ingredients, that’s fine,” said
Eide.
Eide also plans to continue
her work at her local church.
“I’m very, very blessed to
have a boss who is really
intuitive about knowing what
p e o p l e ’s s t r e n g t h s a n d
weaknesses are. He really
allows me the freedom to do
the things that I feel like I’m
good at and doesn’t put things
on me that I don’t feel like I’m
good at,” said Eide.
Her boss, Pastor Jeremy
Siebert, is just as big a fan.
“We have worked together
for nearly 15 years. She is an
outstanding office manager,”
said Jeremy Siebert. “She is
the first person people see
when they come into the
church during the week and
she has encouraged and
prayed for so many people
over the years. She is so
skilled at her work that she
does the work of two
people. She is very organized
which is important for her role
at the church. She is a gifted
writer and [it] has been a
tremendous blessing [that she
is] using these gifts for the
church.”
And of course, she will
continue to follow her
favorite television show When
Calls the Heart.
The “Hearties”
In 2014, the television
series When Calls the Heart
debuted on the Hallmark
Channel. Eide immediately
fell in love with the drama
series set in a small Canadian
coal town in the 1910s. She
started running into other
people that were just as
■ Continued on page 23
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Donivon and Rhonda
McCord serve the
community and build
a business together

HOODVIEW NEWS
going to have money to pay
for this?”

McCord Construction has worked hard to build
a reputation for serving the community, for
quality work, and a family atmosphere
By ERIKA TOWNE
Contributing Writer

W

hen disaster strikes,
who you gonna call?
When a car smashed
into Gresham City Hall in
September, 2020, narrowly
missing two employees, the
city needed help fast. The
SUV punched a large hole
into the side of the building
more than 10 feet high and at
least that wide. It caused
significant damage to both the
inside and outside of the
building.
But city staff had a plan.
J u s t a f e w h o u r s l a t e r,
Donivon McCord and his
crew were on site clearing out
the damage.

“They called me to do the
emergency cleanup and I was
able to pull together a team,”
said McCord. “We went
almost after hours because I
don’t think we got there until
three o'clock, and [we]
worked until late into the
night making sure that the
building was completely
secure and weather tight.”
Through a bidding process,
the City of Gresham selected
McCord Construction to also
repair the building. McCord
says the work is almost done.
“Other than putting up
some blinds or something that
is special ordered, we’re 100
percent complete,” said
McCord. “We were proud to
do the project.”

MEDALS: Donivon McCord is an entrepreneur, business
owner, and family man. In his “spare” time he has
competed in Spartan Races, collects antiques, skis, and
rides dirt bikes. Many of his antiques have a “McCord”
theme. (Photo by Mike Wiley)

Born Out of Necessity
McCord Construction has
spent more than a decade
building up a reputation in the
Gresham and East County
area. That reputation all starts
with Donivon McCord, who
will tell you that he sort of fell
into his current role.
“To be absolutely honest
with you, I don't think I really
had a choice. I mean, just

because there was no work. I
had to provide a job to
provide for our family,” said
McCord. “It was scary every
year. If I planned some sort of
family outing for the future, I
was worried [thinking] am I

Rhonda had faith
While Donivon was
worried, his wife Rhonda
would tell you opening up the
business was a natural fit.
“When [McCord’s old]
company closed, all the
customers kept calling
Donivon directly. They were
like, ‘What do you mean? We
want you. What are you going
to do?’” said Rhonda.
McCord got his
contractor ’s license and
launched his business in 2009,
right in the middle of the
Great Recession. It was his
skill and personable nature
that got him through it.
“I was pretty blessed
because I worked for a
remodeling contractor for
years as a foreman. I got to
learn a lot of the things. What
to do and what not to do. He
taught me about how to treat
your customer and always do
the right thing, no matter
what,” said Donivon.
“I’ve just always treated
people as good as I can. I
basically feel that every single
customer I’ve ever worked for
would refer me,” said

M c C o r d . “ We j u s t g i v e
everything we have. We’re
always going above and
beyond and trying to make
people happy. Take care of
their projects and make their
dreams come true.”
A Family Affair
The business slowly grew,
and eventually, Rhonda ended
up working there as well.
“I was laid off from a job of
21 years. The weekend that I
got laid off, I was going to
look through resumes to hire
an office person [for McCord
Construction]. I was like,
‘Okay, I’m going to get the
website going. I’m going to
get the office set up. I'm going
to do all these things to get
this nice little package ready
to go, and then I’m going to
hire someone to replace me,”
said Rhonda.
While she had every
intention of leaving, seven
years later Rhonda is still the
office manager. She will tell
a n y o n e t h a t l i s t e n s i t ’s
because she’s still looking for
that perfect replacement.
“The humans we’ve tried to
hire, there’s a lot that happens
here, and they just can’t wear
■ Continued on page 8
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12 hats like I do,” said
Rhonda.
For his part, McCord is
thankful for everything
Rhonda has done.
“My wife was so smart.
About six or seven years ago,
she made me get an office
outside of the house… At
first, I did’t want to do it just
because of overhead, but it
was the smartest thing we
ever did,” said McCord. “You
can leave the work at the
office, for the most part.
You’re still up all night long,
can’t sleep thinking about
jobs and stuff. But at least in
our relationship, we can leave
it at the office. We have an
office relationship and a
relationship at home.”
He says Rhonda also keeps

Josh Hartley is the
estimator and project
manager for McCord.
(Photo M. Wiley)

him grounded. Rhonda says it’s
what’s helped the business thrive.
“ H e ’s a v e r y s w e e t ,
emotional human, and I'm a
black and white person. I
come from a corporate
world,” said Rhonda. “The
fact that he did start his
company from scratch. The
way he's built it has been
word of mouth, and his
personability is what has
grown us… That’s all him,

“I’ve thought of
myself as like the
house doctor. It’s not
because I’m fixing
their house; I’m fixing
their problems.”
— Donivon McCord
and I'm thankful for that. But
then you have to have a black
and white person like myself
to kind of take that color out
of it every now and then. To
keep it rolling. And that’s
me.”
Their 23-year-old son is
also part of the business now,
but Rhonda’s keeping that
black and white as well.
“He’s got a different boss.
We just had to separate that so
he could treat it like a real
p o s itio n , ” s aid R h o n d a.
“That’s human nature. That’s

what kids do. I get it. But my
job is, again, to keep everybody in line. I take my job
very seriously.”
The Extended Family
The McCords treat their
employees with the same love
and respect that they do each
other.
“I've never not given an
employee a day off when
they’ve asked because their
families and their time is more
important,” said McCord.
“The work will always be
there. I’ll put my tool bags on
if I have to, in order to give an
employee a day off. I mean,
it’s just that every single one
of them works hard and they
deserve it.”
Joshua Hartley says he
h e a r d a b o u t D o n i v o n ’s
dedication to his employees
even before he started
working for McCord
Construction.
“When I first met
[Donivon], I was hiring
McCord Construction to do
projects for me,” said Hartley.
“All the guys that worked for
him had nothing but good
stuff to say about him.”
He says the company’s
reputation shined through to
him personally.
“At the time, I hired a lot of
different contractors. Of all
the people I was working with
and hiring, I had the least

CRASH: Last fall, the driver of an SUV had a health emergency and crashed through
the wall at Gresham City Hall on Eastman Parkway. In this photo, the vehicle is still
visible inside the building. McCord Construction was hired by the city to secure the
building and later, conduct the repairs. (Photo: Donivon McCord)

amount of problems and the
best work done by Donivon’s
crew,” said Hartley.
A few years later, when
Hartley was looking to
change his career, he turned to
Donivon.
“He’s just one of those guys
who tries really, really hard to
take care of everybody,” said
Hartley. “He got his start as
just a regular construction
worker. Now he employs a
dozen people and is helping
them all support their families, and he’s just really
conscious of everybody and
his customers.”

McCord, in turn, is proud
of his employees.
“Almost all of my
employees were referred to
me,” said McCord. “I feel
proud to be able to offer
people employment and help
people be able to buy homes.
[I feel proud to] give back to
the community by taking care
of people in the community.”
Because McCord thinks of
the community as part of his
family, he’s happy to help in
any way he can.
“I’ve thought of myself as
like the house doctor. It’s not
because I’m fixing their

house; I’m fixing their
problems. I’ve gone into lots
and lots of jobs where they’ve
had to fire other contractors
over whatever reason,” said
McCord. “I come in and
they’re almost in tears. I just
give them a hug and I say,
‘We’re going to fix it. We’re
going to take care of this
problem.’ That's something I
really feel strongly about; I
care about people. It’s always
awesome to look people in the
eyes and give them a hug and
say, ‘We’re going to take care
of this for you.’”
■ Continued on page 9
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BETTER TOGETHER: The McCord’s individual strengths compliment one another in
the business. (Photos by Mike Wiley)
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Customers appreciate that
caring nature.
“There's always a little
stuff at the tail end, and it
always gets done with him.
Even if it’s been a number of
months, you call him up, and
he can fit that in and take care
of your issues,” said Charles
Turner.
“His work is great. I wish
we had had him on the other
remodel we did here in
Oregon because they all start
out nice, everybody’s, all
enthusiastic, but they don’t
always end up that way,” said
Turner. “With Donivon, that’s
where you end up. Where you
start is the same way you end
up. He is just consistent all the
way through. Very thorough
guy. He just likes people and
people like him.”
Outdoor man
When he can spare the
time, McCord sticks to the
outdoors. He races dirt bikes,
mountain bikes, participates
in Spartan races, and loves
skiing.
“I've grown up in the
outdoors my entire life and
love the outdoors. I love
camping and doing stuff with
the family outside. Especially

the snow. I love the snow.
W h e n i t s n o w s , i t ’s m y
passion to be outdoors and in
the snow,” said Donivon.
He’s an antique collector,
something that almost
literally runs in his blood.
“My great grandparents
owned antique shops, and
then my mom owned antique
shops,” said Donivon. “I
would just say I kind of
collect everything but [really]
like gas station type memorabilia and stuff like that.”
Both he and Rhonda enjoy
being new grandparents. Their
daughter lives in Australia
with their toddler grandson,
while their son lives locally
with their five-month-old
granddaughter.
As if that’s not enough to
keep Donivon busy, there’s
his involvement in the
community. He serves on the
Board for the Gresham
Chamber of Commerce and
volunteers with community
groups when he can.
During the latest
snowstorm, Donivon was one
of the first people ready to
lend a helping hand. Before
the storm arrived, he was
lending out generators and
heaters. After the storm had
passed, he hooked up a plow
and got to work. He plowed
the Boys and Girls Aid

Society’s parking lot, a
parking lot at the local senior
center, and stopped along the
way to help people dig out
their cars.
“I just believe that if you do
what you say you’re going to
do, do good work and treat
people right,” said McCord. “I
still run my business that way.
It’s not about making money.
Well, obviously, it’s about
making money. But it’s not
always about the bottom line.
It’s about finishing the job with
integrity, no matter what.”
What the future holds
No one knows what the
future holds, but Donivon and
Rhonda aren’t dwelling on it.
For McCord, his goal is
simple. “Keeping the amazing
employees that I have and
continuing to do good work. I
really love my employees.
I’m blessed to have them.
They make my life easier,” he
said.
Rhonda has a similar
outlook, but she still dreams.
“We take it day by day, and
we're thankful, and we're
appreciative each and every
day,” said Rhonda. “But at
some point, we want to be
sitting on a beach in Hawaii,
sipping cocktails and letting
someone else run it, but it
ain’t today.” HVN
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Flying saucer
stories got their
start in Oregon

Oregon’s role in reports of early
post-WWII sightings and
photographs of UFOs is
important to the “flying
saucer” phenomenon
By Finn J.D. John

Writer

I

f you were getting ready to take a
UFO-themed road trip around the western
U.S., there are several places that would
naturally be at the top of the list.
There’s Roswell, New Mexico, of course.
And Area 51 in Nevada. And while in Nevada,
a trip to the town of Pahrump — from which,
since 1984, the great Art Bell and later George
Noory have filled the small hours after every
midnight with the four-hour Coast to Coast AM
paranormal talk show.
Most casual UFO aficionados wouldn’t put
any Oregon destinations on that list unless they

As reports of UFO activity receive more attention, it reminds us that McMinnville was where one of the first credible
modern sightings and photographs of UFOs took place. (Above image from stock)

happened to be taking their tour in the third
weekend of May, in which case a visit to the
McMinnville UFO Festival might be on the
itinerary. (But, they might not actually know
why McMinnville has a UFO festival. Plenty of
people don’t.)
Oregon got it started?
Although Oregon is not the key place of
UFOlogy, the state’s role in the history of UFO
sightings is more significant than most people
think. For one thing, the term “flying saucer”
probably originated in Pendleton.

Here’s how that happened:
On June 24, 1947, Kenneth Arnold, owner of
Great Western Fire Control Supply in Boise,
was flying home from a meeting in Washington
in his private plane when he decided to take a
little detour. A Marine Corps transport plane
had disappeared near Mount Rainier, having
apparently crashed there; and relatives of the
victims of the crash had offered a $5,000
reward for anyone who could find the crash site
so that they could retrieve their loved ones’
remains. Arnold figured an extra hour or two
would be well invested if there was a shot at

five grand.
Arnold didn’t find the plane. But, he did find
something else:
“He said he sighted nine saucer-like air craft
flying in formation at 3 p.m. yesterday,
extremely bright — as if they were
nickel-plated — and flying at an immense rate
of speed,” wrote reporters Nolan Skiff and Bill
Bequette of the Pendleton East Oregonian, in a
story on the front page of the next day’s edition.
“He estimated they were at an altitude between
■ Continued on page 11
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One of the two images made by Paul Trent, showing what appears to be a flying saucer
visiting his McMinnville-Sheridan-area farm. The area around the UFO has been
darkened to enhance its clarity. (Image: Debunker.com)

Oregon’s UFO Connection
�Continued from page 10

9,500 and 10,000 feet and clocked them from
Mount Rainier to Mount Adams, arriving at the
amazing speed of about 1,200 miles an hour. ‘It
seemed impossible,’ he said, ‘but there it is —
I must believe my eyes.’”
Arnold’s first thought — remember, this was
1947 — was that the strange objects might be
guided missiles or remote-controlled spy craft
from the Soviet Union. So, upon landing at
Pendleton, his first stop was the local FBI
office. Finding that closed, he headed for the
offices of the East Oregonian and spilled his
story to Bequette and Skiff.
Bequette and Skiff were on deadline, and
had just five or 10 minutes in which to talk to
Arnold and pound out a story for the next day’s
paper. So, although Arnold told them the
mysterious craft were shaped with a
crescent-shaped leading edge and a triangular
tail trailing out behind, they missed that part in
their story, picking up instead on his
description of the strange objects flying “like a
saucer would if you skipped it across the
water” and went with that.
And thus was born the legend of the Flying
Saucer.
(There is some dispute over whether this was
in fact the first time “flying saucer” was used in
reference to UFOs. But what is unquestionably

The October 1957 issue of Amazing
Stories Magazine, published 10 years
after Nolan Skiff and Bill Bequette started
the fad with their article about Kenneth
Arnold’s UFO sighting in the Pendleton
East Oregonian, was “The Flying Saucer
Issue.” (Image: Ziff-Davis Pub. Co.)
advertising@hoodviewnews.com

true is that it was this story, picked up on the
Associated Press wire and run all over the
country, that injected the term into widespread
pop-culture use.)
A number of other sightings of similar
objects, from the same area, were reported
shortly after the story broke. It’s certainly
possible that the UFOs might have been some
sort of top-secret project being test-flown out of
Fairchild Air Force Base in Spokane. But if so,
the Air Force has never seen fit to confirm or
clarify.
Oregon’s strongest other connection to
UFOlogy is the incident that inspired the
annual McMinnville UFO Festival: a sighting,
and photographing, of something that looks
disturbingly like a genuine flying saucer.
McMinnville’s UFO roots are deeper than
most people realize. Just before Thanksgiving
in 1896, at the start of the “California airship”
outbreak of UFO sightings, several
McMinnville lads provided the first UFO
sighting in Oregon history (to the best of my
current knowledge).
“Tuesday night several of the boys about
town saw the Sacramento air ship sail over this
city, at least they saw lights in the heavens,” the
McMinnville Telephone-Register reported in
the Nov. 24 edition. “This they swear to.”
The saucer in the sky
On the evening of May 11, 1950, Evelyn left
the house around 7:30 p.m. to do her evening
farm chores; she and Paul kept chickens and
rabbits, and the animals needed to be fed.
Outside the house, it was a nice quiet
overcast late-spring evening. The animals
showed no sign of any disturbance, other than
the customary mealtime eagerness. Everything
seemed completely ordinary and typical ...
everything, that is, except for the flying saucer
hovering close over the farm a little to the
northeast.
Evelyn ran back into the house to get Paul to
come out and look at it. Paul took a moment to
hunt up his camera — a compact
folding-bellows-type camera, Universal
Roamer brand, a model that took 60-mm roll
film (Kodak 120 or 620). He soon found it, and
followed Evelyn out of the house.
The UFO was still there. It was of the classic
flying-saucer style — a metallic disc, flat on the
bottom and with a post sticking up in the center.
It was hovering in the sky, now drifting steadily
toward the northwest. Paul shot a picture, then
hurriedly advanced the film — which on one of
those old cameras involved turning a small
chrome knob three or four full revolutions, a
process that took several seconds. By the time
he was done, the UFO was accelerating toward
the northwest. Paul ran several paces to keep it

in sight and clicked off his second exposure as
it swept on, gathering speed, and then it
disappeared over the horizon.
The Trents thought what they’d seen had
been some sort of government experiment,
possibly a secret one; so they didn’t tell anyone
about it. And film was expensive, so Paul
wasn’t about to pay for development of a
half-shot roll or waste the few exposures he had
remaining. Eventually, though, the remaining
exposures were all taken — a few snapshots at
a Mothers’ Day picnic finished it off — and
Paul took the film in to get prints made.
When he showed the two UFO shots to his
friend Frank Wortman, Wortman talked him
into telling the local newspaper about it ... and
so, on the front page of the June 8, 1950,
edition of the McMinnville Telephone-Register,
both photographs appeared. (The
Te l e p h o n e - R e g i s t e r merged with the
McMinnville News-Reporter in 1953 to form
today’s McMinnville News-Register.)
The photos ignited a nationwide sensation:
what appeared to be the first example of a
flying saucer in action, witnessed by two
people and captured on film. The national press
briefly rechristened McMinnville
“Saucerville,” and representatives of national
media started courting the Trents. They flew to
New York City to appear on live television, on
“We the People.” Life Magazine ran a story.
Syndicated radio host Frank Edwards, whose
popular news-and-opinion show aired
nationwide on the Mutual Broadcasting
Network, was particularly interested in the
sighting, and talked about it a lot.
The media outlets all wanted to borrow the
negatives, of course, and they soon got lost.
(They resurfaced several decades later,
considerably damaged.)
In a field thickly crowded with sketchy
characters and clever fakers, and with an equal

10

%

number of skeptics and debunkers, the Trents’
story and pictures have never quite fit in. The
Trents themselves were clearly solid citizens.
Although they seemed at first to enjoy their
moment in the sun, they never much seemed to
welcome it and soon became obviously tired of
the attention.
The years ticked by. The Trents got back to
their lives, and the hubbub settled down. The
topic of UFOs, though, was just starting to heat
up. By the end of the decade, thousands of
people were claiming to have sighted alien
spacecraft in the sky, and the usual hordes of
imaginative charlatans were crowding the field
with claims and hoaxes of widely varying
degrees of believability.
During this time, the U.S. Air Force had been
trying to get a handle on the issue. This was
proving hard to do. Nearly everyone had a
strong opinion on the subject and a high degree
of contempt for the opposite position.
“Official” report
Finally, in 1965, the Air Force found a
legitimate university with a well-credentialed
physicist who would be willing to undertake a
thorough study of the matter: Dr. Edward
Condon of the University of Colorado.
Condon’s report was released in 1968, and
pretty much firmly established UFOlogy as a
“border science,” well outside the mainstream.
Of course, UFO enthusiasts countered that
Condon had had strong confirmation bias to
contend with — if he had ended up concluding
that UFOs were real, they claimed, his
academic reputation would have been ruined.
So, he had a strong incentive to minimize the
evidence in favor and maximize the evidence
against. They professed themselves
unsurprised when he concluded that there was
insufficient evidence to consider UFOs as a
■ Continued on page 12
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This image from an advertisement for America’s Independent Electric Light and Power Companies in the
April 1957 issue of Newsweek Magazine shows how
flying-saucer stories were being incorporated into
people’s visions of the future. (Image: flickr.com/hollywoodplace)

Oregon’s early UFO

�Continued from page 11

reasonable possibility.
Even so, Condon’s report
admitted that it was unable to
falsify the Trent photographs,
or find damaging inconsistency in the story they’d told
in the countless interviews
they’d given in the year or
two after their sighting.
“This is one of the few
UFO reports in which all
factors investigated, geometric, psychological, and
physical, appear to be

consistent with the assertion
that an extraordinary flying
object, silvery, metallic,
disk-shaped, tens of meters in
d i a m e t e r, a n d e v i d e n t l y
artificial, flew within sight of
two witnesses,” the report
noted.
However, it did leave open
the possibility that the object
had been a model suspended
from an overhead line one or
two dozen feet from the
camera — a theory that
continues to resonate with
skeptics today.
By giving grudging praise

to the Trent photographs, the
Condon Report brought them
to the attention of a new cadre
of amateur debunkers. Over
the decades that followed,
numerous theories emerged: a
trash-can lid on a string, a
side-view mirror from a 1947
Ford pickup, and so on.
The Trents both died in the
late 1990s, and both insisted
until the end that the photos
were legitimate. And, even
today, amateur analysts are
disagreeing about whether
they were lying. The conclusions these analysts have
reached, so far, have been
very predictable: confirmed
skeptics conclude definitively
that the whole thing was a
hoax, and confirmed UFO
believers assert positively that
the photos were demonstrably
real.
All the intense scrutiny
over the years has
successfully proven only one
thing: that the photos are
extraordinarily resistant to
being definitively debunked
— o r, f o r t h a t m a t t e r,
confirmed.
But then, the McMinnville
UFO sighting is a bit like the
D.B. Cooper mystery: If
someone ever were able to put
the question to rest, the whole
thing would probably stop
being interesting. And if that
ever happened, the annual
McMinnville UFO festival —

held for the past two decades
or so on the first full weekend
after May 11 — might end,
which would be a real
tragedy. So really, the whole
thing is probably better left as
a tantalizing mystery. HVN
SOURCES: Bartholomew,
Robert E. “From Airships to
Flying Saucers: Oregon’s
Place in the Evolution of UFO
L o re , ” O re g o n H i s t .
Quarterly, v.101 n.2 (summer
2000); Condon, Edward U.
Scientific Study of Unidentified
Flying Objects. NY: Bantam,
1969; ufofest.com/festivalinfo/history

The other of the two snapshots made by McMinnville-Sheridan-area farmer Paul Trent of a flying saucer’s visit to
his farm. Again, the area around the UFO has been
darkened to enhance clarity. (Image: Debunker.com
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March 1—Sandy and
Hoodland Libraries
Reopening for Limited
Browsing

As of Monday, March 1st,
Sandy and Hoodland
Libraries are reopening for
limited in-person browsing.
While they continue to
practice proper COVID
protocol, they feel it’s the
right time to welcome
visitors back into library
buildings.
Clackamas County moved
from Extreme Risk to High
Risk, and as of February 26
moved to Moderate Risk.
In order to keep the
infection rate down, and the
library open, please review
the following guidelines.
• A mask must be worn
properly over your nose
and mouth at all times. If
you forget your mask, one
will be provided to you at

no cost.
• Sanitize your hands as you
enter the building.
• Limit what you touch.
• Practice physical
distancing.
• They have limited capacity
in both buildings based on
square footage. You may
have to wait during the
busiest times.
• Limit your time in the
building to 20-30 minutes
to allow for other visitors.
• Restrooms are not
available.
• They are not accepting
money at this time. No
nes are currently being
assessed.

Drop-in browsing times at
Sandy Library:
• Sunday: 10:00 am - 12:00
pm Sunday
• Monday: 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Monday
• Tuesday: 10:00 am 12:00 pm
• Wednesday: 2:00 - 4:00
pm
• Thursday: 10:00 am 12:00 pm
• Friday: 2:00 - 4:00 pm
• Saturday: 10:00 am 12:00 pm

AND

NE WS

March 6—Sandy Pack
Baseball team
Mattress Fundraiser
Come help support the
local baseball team, Sandy
Pack, and improve your
game as well by buying a
new mattress and getting
that good night’s sleep you
need to perform your best.
Sandy Pack Mattress
Fundraiser is happening on
Saturday, March 6th at
Mattress World Northwest,
39565 Proctor Blvd., Sandy.
Meet the Sandy Pack,
baseball team! They've
joined forces with the sleep
professionals at Mattress
World Northwest to bring you
an amazing mattress sale
event! Come to Mattress
World Northwest from 8 am
to 5 pm to get some
amazing deals. Mattress
World Northwest has what
you need and it is for a good
cause.

March 13—Dig it, Plant
it, Do it Again!
Volunteer Planting at the
Sandy River Delta Park,
Crown Point Hwy. in
Troutdale will take place on
Saturday, March 13th from 9

am to 12 pm. Plant trees to
restore native habitat at the
Sandy River Delta. Preregistration, online, is
required and space is
limited. All ages and abilities
are welcome! A registration
form must be completed for
each volunteer. Parents:
please ll out a form for
each child/dependent.
Students ages 16 or older
are allowed to volunteer
without an adult present.
Accessibility: Planting site is
a at area, about a 5-minute
walk along a trail from
parking. What to bring: Face
covering or mask, hand
sanitizer, snack, water bottle,
planting gloves and a shovel
(if you have them). No
worries if you don't have
gloves or a shovel, they will
be provided. What to wear:
Long sleeves, pants, rain
gear and sturdy shoes or
boots are recommended.
Prior to the event: You will
receive an email with the
exact location and more
event details. At the event:

Estuary Partnership staff will
review COVID guidelines and
safety, distribute tools and
organize attendees into
households or pods and
assign a separate planting
area for each. They will
explain the goals of the
project and demonstrate
planting techniques.
Together, we are a
stronger community working
toward a common goal.
They are closely following
CDC guidelines and if they
need to cancel this event,
they will notify all registered
volunteers.
Questions? Please contact
Samantha Dumont at 503939-7381 or sdumont@
estuarypartnership.org

March 19—Wooden
Shoe Tulip Festival
The Wooden Shoe Tulip
Farm, located at 33814 S.
Meridian Rd. Woodburn, will
begin their Tulip Festival on
March 19th.The festival will
be from March 19th through
May 2nd and all tickets must

be purchased online.
If you have any questions
please contact them at
of ce@woodenshoe.com or
503-634-2243.

March 24—Paci c NW
Sportsmen’s Show
The Paci c Northwest
Sportsmen’s Show
presented by Leupold
returns to the Portland Expo
Center, 2060 N. Marine
Drive, Portland, March 24thMarch 28th, 2021 for its
46th consecutive year. The
Paci c Northwest
Sportsmen’s Show, this year,
is the largest sportsmen’s
show in the nation with
hundreds of exhibitors and
300,000 square feet of
exhibit space! For 2021, the
show has partnered with the
Portland Boat Show to bring
you two great shows on one
ticket! There’s something
here for everyone including
miles of aisles lled with
shing and hunting
■ Continued on page 15

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the
courage to continue that counts.”
― Winston S. Churchill

A memorial service should be about memories,
NOT

HI GH

P RI CES.

Whether your family is in need of immediate service or
interested in planning ahead to lock in prices for tomorrow’s
needs, your Dignity Memorial® provider can help.
Call today and find out how to celebrate a life like
no other, beautifully and affordably.

Direct cremation starting at

$1,995*

Immediate burial starting at $3,095**

BATEMAN CARROLL
Funeral Home
520 Powell Blvd., Gresham
www.batemancarrollfunerals.com

503-665-2128
*Direct cremation (without ceremony) includes basic services of the funeral director and staff, transfer of remains to the funeral
establishment, refrigeration, service vehicle and cremation container. The crematory fee is included. Prices may vary based on
selections.
**Immediate burial (without any rites or ceremonies at the funeral home, graveside or elsewhere) includes basic services of the
funeral director and staff, refrigeration, transfer of remains to the funeral establishment, transportation of remains to the cemetery,
and service vehicle. Price quoted does not include any merchandise, such as casket, or cemetery property or services. Prices may
vary based on selections.
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equipment, guides and
out tters, boats, ATV’s, RV’s,
apparel, top local retailers,
electronics, wildlife art,
cooking demonstrations and
supplies, hundreds of hours
of shing and huntingrelated seminars, camping
gear, taxidermy, trucks and
much more! Renowned big
game hunter and public
lands advocate, Randy
Newberg, will be at the show
Thursday to Sunday, with
daily Q&A sessions on
hunting elk on public lands.
It’s a boat sale too! Fishing,
pleasure, in atables, nonmotorized, wakeboard boats
and more! The show only
comes to Portland once-ayear for 5 days. It’s the BIG
ONE…don’t miss it! TICKETS
AVAILABLE ONLINE ONLY and
for speci c blocks of time.
For complete show
information and details visit:
www.TheSportShows.com.
The show days and hours
are: Mar 24 at 10:00am
through Mar 28 at 6 pm.

2021 Gresham Lilac
Run
Plan ahead and get in
shape for the Gresham Lilac
Run. The run is scheduled for
May 8th and May 9th, so
there is time to start working
out and mark your calendar.

Each course will begin and
end at Main City Park with
the signature community
celebration including postrace beer or punch, coffee
and pancakes! The 5K event
will be held on Saturday,
May 8 and the 10K and half
marathon on Sunday, May 9.
They are taking these
measures to best
accommodate socially
distanced safety precautions.
The plan is to host this event
in person following whatever
state guidelines and
restrictions will be set by the
State of Oregon, the City of
Gresham and the Oregon
Health Authority. If this event
needs to switch to a virtual
event, noti cation will take
place April 1, 2021.The Little
Lilac Run is back again as
well! This is a FREE event for
kids 12 and under. Each kid
will receive a runner bib,
medal and of course postrace pancakes and juice.
Please email
LilacRun@GreshamOregon.
gov with each child's name
and age you would like to
register for this event. There
will be a Little Lilac Run on
both May 8th and May 9th to
accommodate parents that
are running the events
planned for each day.
For more information and
to sign up today, visit:
runsignup.com/Race/OR/

Jay McKenney passes

I

n S e p t e m b e r, 2 0 1 9 ,
Hoodview News ran a
cover story on east
county resident Jay
McKenney and his battle
with cancer. McKenney
served as the worship pastor
at a large Portland church
and later at a church in
Gresham. Prior to that he
had been a key member of
“Rescue,” a locally-based
faith-oriented a cappella Cover of Hoodview News,
music group that achieved
from September, 2019.
regional and national
success. He had been a health coach, husband, and father of
two teenage girls. McKenney also impacted many people
through a large and vibrant Facebook community, including
his personal page and a “Pray for Jay” page. His optimism,
courage, and openness through his battles inspired many
people. McKenney lost his seven year cancer battle in
January. We at Hoodview News had the opportunity to know
Jay through interviews and personal contact. Hoodview
News offers sincere condolences at his passing. HVN
Gresham. When you sign up
for the Gresham Lilac Run
presented by Unitus
Community Credit Union, ALL
race proceeds go directly to
Family of Friends Mentoring.
This group is a local nonpro t that works with kids
and families all over East
Multnomah County by
pairing kids with volunteer
adult mentors.

ODE seeks new sites to
feed kids this summer
The Oregon Department
of Education (ODE) is
seeking more schools,
community organizations
and tribes to participate in
Summer Food Service
Program (SFSP) this summer
to help ensure that children
and teens receive the

The NW’s Classic Car Insurance Specialists

Auto • Home • Commercial • Life • Health

503-498-5234

105 NW 2nd St. • Gresham

We Care for Your Horse
• Performance horse & lameness evaluations
• Hospital & Ambulatory Services
• Preventative Medicine
• Reproduction
• Dentistry
• Elective Surgery
• Internal Medicine
• Digital Radiography
• In House Laboratory
• Large Animal Services

■ Continued on page 16
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WINBe a
NER
!

WE ALSO SERVICE
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO
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“At our local Sandy
Grocery Outlet, each
month one lucky
customer has the chance
to ‘Win What You Save.’
Stop by today for your
chance to win, and check
out all the great savings
at Sandy Grocery Outlet!”

503-668-6950
OPEN: M-F 8:30-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4

301 E. Powell Blvd. • Gresham • (503) 665-4158 • riegelmanns.com
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nutritious meals they need
during the summer months.
“Access to summer meals
is an important way to
ensure that children
continue to receive the
nutrition they need, to learn
and grow, when school is not
in session,” said ODE
Summer Meals Outreach
Coordinator Jessica Visinsky.
“The extension of summer
meals during the pandemic
has provided continuity for
families and allowed schools
and organizations to provide
the support that so many
children need.”
To apply to sponsor a
Summer Meals Program,
organizations must enter into
an agreement with ODE to
run USDA Summer Food
Service Programs. Schools,
non-pro t community
organizations, local
government agencies,
camps and faith-based
organizations that have the
ability to manage a food
service program may be
SFSP sponsors. Sponsors are
reimbursed for serving
healthy meals and snacks to
children and may manage
multiple sites. Sites are
places in the community
where children receive

meals in a safe and
supervised environment.
Sites may be located in a
variety of settings, including
schools, parks, community
centers, health clinics,
hospitals, libraries, migrant
centers, apartment
complexes and faith-based
locations. Sites work directly
with local sponsors. The
deadline to submit an
application to become a
Summer Food Service
Sponsor is May 14, 2021.
For additional information or
questions, contact the
Oregon Department of
Education Child Nutrition
Programs at 503-947-5894.

PDX Triathlon 2021
Get ready now for the
40th Annual PDX Triathlon
Festival and kick off the
summer racing season on
July 17th starting at 8 am.
This event will be held at
Blue Lake Regional Park,
20500 NE Marine Drive,
Fairview. It is a scenic, at
and fast course with Super
Sprint, Sprint & Olympic
Distances & a FREE KIDS Tri
too! Recognized by NW
triathletes as the “must do”
event to open the triathlon
season, the PDX Triathlon
encompasses two full days
of racing (Super Sprint &

Kids races on Saturday &
Sprint & Olympic races on
Sunday) including a Sports &
Fitness Expo. Triathlon Clubs
from across the NW gather
to launch the MultiSport
season. The bike courses of
these races are at and fast,
with the majority occurring
on a section of Marine Drive
that is closed to all but local
traf c. This makes the
course one of the safest and
fastest in the region.
Super Sprint Tri – This
novice race is designed for
the rst time triathlete, those
new to the sport, Junior
Triathletes or those who
can't race on Sunday and/or
are looking for raw speed!
The swim is a shorter, more
manageable 1/4 mile
distance, (instead of the
standard 1/2-mile Sprint
distance swim), 10 mile bike
ride (vs 12 miles and it's a 2
loop course making it very
spectator friendly!) and a at
2 mile run (vs 3 mile sprint
course). A maximum of 1000
athletes per day can race so
be sure to register early as
this race lls fast! Enjoy the
after-race party with music,
food and beverages, awards
and prizes, and lots of fun as
they Rock the Park at Blue
Lake. The energy and fun
keeps owing after the

races, making this a party
not to miss!
Post-race food and
beverages will help you
celebrate your
accomplishment! Register at
pdxtriathlon.raceroster.com.

1000 Books Before
Kindergarten
The Sandy Library,
located at 38980 Proctor
Blvd. in Sandy, and the
Hoodland Library, located at
24525 E Welches Road in
Welches, will be having a
program called 1000 Books
Before Kindergarten. Help
your child establish strong
early literacy skills by
reading 1000 books to them.
To participate, download the
Beanstack app for your
mobile device or go to the
Beanstack web page. Sign
up and register your child for
the 1000 Books Before
Kindergarten challenge.

Read a book to your infant,
toddler, or preschooler (you
can read a book more than
once!), then log your reading
in Beanstack and earn
badges along the way. You
can also earn incentives as
you go: Receive a special
bookbag for signing up; Earn
patches for your bookbag at
200, 400, 800, and 1,000
books. At 500 books your
child earns a nger-puppet.
At 1,000 books your child
earns a paperback book. For
more information call your
library—Hoodland Library
(503) 622-3460; Sandy
Library (503) 668-5537.

OMSI—Celebrate
Summer 2021
Distance learning has
posed many challenges for
families, students, and
educators in the community.
OMSI is excited and ready to
provide a change of scenery

for K–8 students with
socially distanced day
camps that help build critical
thinking skills, social skills,
and put science at the center
of problem-solving. OMSI
has successfully run day
camps and child care
throughout the pandemic,
including summer 2020, and
they will continue to apply
this knowledge and
expertise in summer 2021.
Day camps will be in small
stable groups and offer
subjects like dinosaur
hunting, astronomy,
animation, science of soccer
and more. Day camp
registration is now open. Get
ready for registration by
checking out available day
camps by grade level. https:/
/omsi.edu/day-camps. The
Oregon Museum of Science
& Industry (OMSI) is located
at 1945 SE Water Ave in
Portland. ■

PARKERBUILDINGS.COM
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x
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Local shelters still need help and a
neighbor’s well-trained dog
By SAM MAZZOTTA
PAW’S CORNER

DEAR CAROL: Thank you
for all that you do for animals!
Readers, take note that animal
shelters, like many businesses, are struggling and
getting by day to day during
this ongoing pandemic.
Anything that you can donate
will be appreciated.
Find local shelters by
searching online or on
Facebook. Contact the
shelters by phone or email to
find out what they need.
One thing I see a big call
for from rescue shelters is old
newspapers. These are used to
line the bottom of cages —
they are easy to put in and
easy to clean up. Used collars
and leashes also are welcome.

Roofs • Gutters • Windows • Siding • Handyman
Concerned about COVID-19? We do

Low Contact Estimates and Work!
NEW 50-Year
Architectural Roof
Save BIG On
New Roofing!

6995

$

Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

NEW Aluminum Gutters
$

150-$250 OFF
Applies to whole house installation

If you don’t have pet items to
donate, find out if the shelter
needs office supplies. Pens,
printer paper, sticky notes, file
folders and other items may
be gratefully accepted.
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My
neighbor’s dog, every day
since I moved into this rural
house, has a habit of coming
up to the property line when I
go out to check on my garden.
She will stand right at the
edge, lift a paw, bark at me,
then turn around and leave.
What’s up with that behavior?
— Jim Gl
DEAR JIM: That sounds like
a well-behaved, well-trained
dog. Or, your next-door
neighbor has, or had, a
low-power wire along the
property edge that delivers a
shock to a dog when it crosses
the line. Whatever it is, she
was trained not to cross into
the neighbor's yard.
I like that you noted her
body mannerisms. Raising a
paw is a signal that she is
alerted and checking you out.

A nonaggressive bark is an
attention signal. It's
something like, “I see you,
and I want you to know that
I’ve got my eye on you.” Her
turning back after that bark is
a good sign. She doesn’t see
you as a threat. She’s said her
piece, and now she’s off on
her way.
Being aware of a dog’s
body language and barking is
important even if you don’t
own a dog. A bark followed
by a growl (or vice versa) is a
warning signal meaning
“back off.” A raised paw and
an intent stare at a specific
object is typical of an alert
and energetic but calm dog. A
dog that charges and stops is
being aggressive and there’s a
good chance that behavior can
escalate into an attack.
If you get the opportunity
to meet your neighbors,
compliment them on their
dog's good behavior. ■
Send your comments,
questions, or tips to
ask@pawscorner.com. © 2021
King Features Synd., Inc.

Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

$

700-$1000 OFF

HardiePlank® Siding
Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

$

150-$250 OFF
Roof Maintenance
and Moss Removal

Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

Any New Windows

15% OFF

Coupon valid at time of estimate only.
Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Some restrictions apply.

Financing Available with 1st 12-mo. NO PAYMENTS for Qualified Customers!
PORTLAND EAST
CCB#201763

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I run
a shelter in a rural area, and I
wanted your readers to know
that there is still a great need
for donations of any kind at
my shelter and just about
every animal shelter in the
country. While cash is the
biggest way to help a local
shelter obtain food, medical
supplies and other items to
take care of lost and
abandoned pets, we also
accept donations of goods.
Pet food, old blankets and pet
toys are always appreciated.
The best way to make sure
your donation is needed is to
call your local shelter and ask
what they need! Believe me,
shelter workers won't hesitate
to tell you, because they know
what items are needed and
they usually need them right
away. — Carol

HOMEMASTERS

Free Estimates Call Today!
homemasters.com

503-328-9400

“Our prices will NOT be beat!”
Same Low Prices in SANDY!
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Top
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Cash and Carry
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Back to basics: When did people When fame hits, are you ever
first chew, floss and brush?
really ready?
By Russell Bird, DMD

By GREG ROSEN

Bluebird Dentistry

Writer

I

W

ith sugar-free gum,
yards of dental floss,
and power toothbrushes, our modern home
dental care may seem geared
toward the 21st century. But
these aids are not so far
removed from the very first
“home” dental tools. This
may be because we face the
same challenges in keeping
our teeth healthy as our
ancestors did.
To o t h d e c a y a n d g u m
disease are still among the
most common human
diseases worldwide. Humans
have discovered over
millennia that cavities and the
symptoms associated with
inflamed gums are preventable with regular oral
hygiene and a healthy diet.
Today’s oral care practices
date back to these early
inventions:
Chewing Sticks
The first means of cleaning
teeth probably came from
chewing on yummy-tasting
twigs. Grinding teeth against
tree bark removed debris, and
the stems from aromatic trees
or herbs also served to freshen
breath. Chewing on certain
trees, such as birch in the
West or arak in the East, had a
strong preventive action
against tooth decay, as their
compounds act to slow
bacterial growth and stave off
cavities.
Toothpicks and Dental Floss
For some early folks, pine
needles were the first

Dental care from yesteryear. Natural bristle toothbrushes
and dental powders and pastes. (Photo: Pixabay)

toothpicks, used to remove a
piece of food from between
two teeth. While a horsehair
may have been the beta test
for floss, historians say that a
New Orleans dentist was the
first to suggest running a
waxed silk thread between
teeth for cleaning purposes, in
1819. By 1874, a package
similar to today’s floss roll
and cutter was patented, while
the more common nylon floss
was developed in the
mid-1900s. Flossing is
effective because it helps
move debris away from gums,
preventing bacterial buildup.
Toothbrush Evolution
China may have been
where toothpaste and
toothbrushes were first widely
used. A “silver paste” that
cleaned or filled teeth was
mentioned in 8th-century
texts, while the first handled
toothbrush, made of bone or
bamboo and hogshair, was in
use by the 15th century.
Toothbrush design evolved
slowly, with synthetic bristles
finally replacing animal hair,
feathers, and other natural

fibers in 1935 with the
invention of nylon. The first
electric toothbrush came
along in 1954, created by a
Swiss dentist. The rest is
history!
So, when your dental team
coaches you to floss and brush
your teeth and gums clean,
they’re not picking on you.
They’re giving you the best
advice on how to avoid
painful or lost teeth based on
thousands of years of experience. ■
Russell Bird, DMD, owns and
operates Blue Bird Dentistry
in Sandy, Oregon, bringing
over a decade of professional
expertise and love for the
local community to the dental
care of children and adults.
Dr. Bird y su personal hablan
español y dale bienvenidos a
gente de todos origines.
Contact: (503) 668-1300;
sandyordentist.com;
https://
w w w. f a c e book.com/
BlueBirdDentistry/.

’m by no means famous,
but I have found that when
you’re in a few newspapers people recognize you as
a public personality. I don’t
mean to brag, but my articles
are enjoyed by over three
people worldwide! I know it
doesn’t sound like much, but I
was hovering around two
people for 13 months so it’s a
big deal to me.
Things start to happen!
When you get this kind of
attention things start to
happen. It opens doors to
things I could never have
dreamed of. Last month I was
asked to give the eulogy at a
funeral. I think I did awesome
even though, due to Covid,
nobody was actually there.
My speech was so moving I
actually laughed, then cried
and laughed again. Not to toot
my own horn or anything but
I nailed it! I imagine word
will get out and this will
probably turn into a regular
gig for me. Since I live in a
small town, I found out
almost all the seniors at the
senior center read my articles.
Feeling kind of stoked I met
with the manager and asked if
I could practice my comedy
routine in front of the folks
after dinner some night. He
said after dinner would be
perfect, usually all our
patients just read your articles
to help them fall asleep, but
some are losing their sight and
can’t read anymore so hearing
you live should work just as
well. I laughed, he laughed,

then I cried and he laughed
again.
I would wear a hat, but I love
the attention
Seriously though, I’ve been
recognized at a few local
stores with folks saying “Hey
I know you!” I even made it
on the Lars Larson Show
when one of my articles had
over 3000 views on-line and
he happened to see it. Nice
guy, he did most of the talking
since I was babbling like an
idiot. My wife didn’t help.
After listening to me on the
radio she said, “That’s what
you always sound like.”
I have a fan!
Besides all of that I knew
things were starting to happen

for me because I received my
first email from a fan. He was
an angry fan, but still a fan.
Apparently he didn’t like
what I said about the new guy
running the country. All I said
was he’s going to need a new
pen every month to sign all
those executive orders. Some
people have no sense of
humor at all. ■
Greg Rosen is a humor writer,
Realtor, father and husband.
Questions or
comments are
appreciated:
grosen@pacificpioneer
.com.

BlueBird Dentistry
Dr. Russell Bird

•
•
•
•
•
•

Single-visit crowns
Open Fridays
Emergency? Call us!
Welcoming New Patients
Check-ups
Sleep Dentistry Available

503.668.1300

Isn't it
time you
got your
TEETH
CHECKED?

http://sandyordentist.com

36840 SE Industrial Way, Suite B, Sandy
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Resilience is key to meeting
financial goals
From JARED TJADEN
Financial Advisor

Y

ou can demonstrate this
resilience by answering
these questions: What is
your specific goal? What
obstacle do you face in
achieving this goal? How can
you overcome this obstacle?
Here are some examples of
how this resiliency process
works:
• Goal: Building sufficient
retirement funds
To b u i l d s u f f i c i e n t
retirement income, you need
to invest in the financial
markets through your 401(k),
IRA and other accounts. But
how should you respond
when these markets go
through periods of volatility?
Your best defense is to remain
invested. If you were to jump
out of the market every time it
dropped, you’d probably miss
out on the rebounds that
followed. Also, over a period
of decades, the effects of
short-term market fluctuations tend to diminish, so
while the results of any
particular day or week may
not look good on your
investment statement, the
importance of these results
may diminish in 10 or 20
years.
• Goal: Maintaining steady
cash flow
Keeping a steady cash flow
is essential to meeting your
daily and monthly expenses.
So, it’s obviously important
that you maintain sufficient
earned income. But what
happens if you encounter a
serious illness or injury that
keeps you from work for an
extended period? Depending
on the length of time you’re
not working, you could feel a

real financial pinch, so you
may want to consider some
type of disability insurance.
Your employer may offer a
short-term policy as an
employee benefit, but it might
not be sufficient, so you may
need to look at private
coverage.
• Goal: Keeping retirement
accounts intact
Ideally, you’d like to leave
your IRA, 401(k) and other
accounts intact until you need
to start tapping into them
when you retire. But what if
you face an unexpectedly
large medical bill or you need
to replace your furnace or get

...less than half of
Americans are
confident in their
abilities to recover
quickly from difficult
financial situations...
a new car? If you don’t have
the money readily available,
you might be forced to dip
into your IRA and 401(k),
incurring taxes and potential
penalties and leaving yourself
fewer resources for retirement. You can help avoid this
setback by creating an
emergency fund containing
three to six months’ worth of
living expenses, with the
money kept in a liquid,
low-risk account.

to keep following it during all
types of stress on the financial
markets. It’s not always easy
to maintain this conviction –
less than half of Americans
are confident in their abilities
to recover quickly from
difficult financial situations,
according to a new survey
from Edward Jones. One way
to help gain this confidence is
by working with a financial
advisor.
In fact, 36 percent of those
surveyed began working with
a financial advisor in 2020 for
help navigating the past year.
The importance of receiving
good advice became apparent
during the COVID-19
pandemic, which brought
about a variety of financial
worries, such as job loss,
retirement considerations,
caregiving for elderly parents
or providing financial support
to adult children.
Yo u w i l l f a c e s o m e
challenges on your journey
toward achieving your financial objectives. But by being
resilient, you can stay on the
right road. ■
Jared A. Tjaden is a Financial
Advisor with Edward Jones.
He can be reached at 503-6681070. This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local
Edward Jones
Financial
A d v i s o r.
E d w a r d
Jones, Member SIPC
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Many grades of
bark and mulch
for your yard or
garden needs...
by the sack or
the truck load
Composted cow
manure for your
garden, plus Dirt
Huggers
River Rock,
Crushed Rock,
Pea Gravel
Fast Delivery or
Customer Pick Up

PORTLAND

BORING

503-774-3241

503-663-1414

6904 SE Foster Rd.

11909 SE 282nd Ave.

BUSINESS HOURS: Monday-Saturday: 8am to 5pm

WEB SITE: www.mtscottfuel.com

Do these ads work?
This one Just did, with you.

HOODVIEW NEWS
16,000 printed • 14,000+ mailed

CALL today! 503-475-4905

• Goal: Having confidence in
your strategy
To achieve your important
financial goals, you need a
strategy – and you need to
believe in it strongly enough

“I’ve always believed I can win every
fight. If you don’t believe you can win,
you’ve already lost.”
— Holly Holm, boxing and MMA
champion
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HOODVIEW MEDICARE

HOODVIEW AUTOMOTIVE

What happens with your Medicare plan
when you move?
By LESLIE PARKER

By KAREN JOHNSTON
All About Automotive

W

Health Insurance Agent

A

t some point in our life,
we may choose to pick
up stakes and make a
move. If you are enrolled in
Medicare there are some
things to think about before
you start packing boxes.
If you are moving within
the same state here are some
tips:
► Plans called Advantage
plans are sold based on
your county of residence.
If you move out of your
county, you will need to
confirm that your plan is
still valid in your new
county of residence. If
your plan is not available,
you will need to reenroll in
a new plan.
► Medicare Advantage plans
can vary in price and benefits depending on your
county of residence. Before you move it’s important to check your new
community to see what
health plans are offered,
their premium, and their
benefits so you can compare with your current
coverage.
► Not all counties in your
state will have Advantage
plans. If the county you
move to does not have an
Advantage plan you will
be able to shop and enroll
in a Medigap plan. These
plans are identified by
alphabets, common plans,
include a Plan G, Plan N or
Plan K. Please be aware
these plans have higher
premiums than many Advantage plans but may
have fewer co-pays. If you
do need to enroll in a
Medigap plan, you will
also need to enroll in a
Prescription Drug Plan to
remain compliant with
Medicare rules.

Why did my head gasket blow?

► If you currently have a
Medigap plan with a stand
along prescription drug
plan, you can move anywhere in the state without
the need to make any plan
changes.
If you are moving to
another state, you will need to
change your plan whether you
have an Advantage plan or a
Medigap plan.
Each state may have
variations on their Medicare
Supplement programs that
may be different than your
current experience.
Here are some examples:
Oregon: Medigap plan
premiums are based on your
age .
Washington: One rate per
plan type. Your age is not
relevant.
Oregon: If you become
eligible for Medicare due to a
disability, before you turn 65,
you can enroll in a Medigap
plan or an Advantage plan.
Washington: Even if you

have Medicare before age 65,
you cannot enroll in a
Medigap or an Advantage
plan, you only have access to
Medicare Parts A & B and a
Prescription Drug plan until
you turn 65.
It is not a matter of whether
one state is better than
another, they are just different
and it’s important to know the
difference before you go.
If you have questions about
moving or other issues related
to health insurance, please
feel free to email me at
Lparker@healthbenefits411
.com or send your questions
to Hoodview News at
info@hoodviewnews.com. ■

hat exactly does having a blown head
gasket mean anyway? The head gasket
in your engine is the gasket that seals
the cylinder head of the engine — where the
valves and other fuel injection parts are located
— to the engine block where the pistons and
crank shaft are located. There are coolant and
oil passages that transfer the oil and coolant
from the engine to the cylinder head and back.
These passages allow the oil to lubricate the
valve train, and the coolant to remove heat
from the cylinder head. The other job of the
head gasket is sealing the top of the engine
cylinders to keep the compression from the
pistons contained.
Head gasket problems arise generally due to
poor maintenance of the cooling system. Acidic
coolant can begin to eat away or erode the
sealing area of the coolant passages in the
gasket. This can cause a weak area and a leak
can start to form. The head gasket leaking can
travel either internally or externally. An
external leak is visible outside the engine, an
internal leak means that coolant (the stuff in
your radiator) can seep into oil passages or
erode the compression sealing ring in the head
gasket allowing coolant to enter the cylinder or
compression to enter the cooling system. That’s
a big no-no. This is what we call a “blown”
head gasket.
While an improperly maintained cooling
system can cause head gasket failure, there are
some vehicles that are, sadly, simply prone to
head gasket failure.
The best way to prevent a head gasket failure
is to maintain the cooling system in your
vehicle. The recommended maintenance is to

flush the coolant in your vehicle approximately
every 2 years or every 30,000 miles. It is
important to keep the coolant protection level
in our climate at -34 degrees Fahrenheit. If your
vehicle does start to climb in temperature while
driving, shut it down immediately and have it
towed to your trusted repair facility for a
diagnosis and repair.
Symptoms of head gasket failure can
include:
• No heat coming from your heater.
• Rising temperature gauge.
• Boiling or percolating coolant when the
engine is shut off.
• Loss of coolant or coolant consumption and
no obvious coolant leaks.
• White smoke billowing from the tailpipe of
your vehicle.
• A blown out radiator.
• Coolant in your oil.
• Coolant in the spark plug holes.
If you are experiencing any of these
symptoms we recommend having your vehicle
inspected by your trusted repair facility. A
blown head gasket repair can be very costly, so
preventing a head gasket failure is definitely in
your best interest. Happy Motoring! ■
Steve and Karen Johnston
have owned All About
Automotive in Gresham for 20
years. All About Automotive
c a n b e re a c h e d a t
503-465-2926.

Leslie Parker is the owner of
Health Benefits 411 and a
Medicare advisor and licensed
health insurance agent for
over 10 years.
Her web site is
healthbenefits411.com. She
can
be
reached at
503-891-5793

CRASH? BANG? BOOM?
or just a few scratches?

Call Al LINK
503-492-3954
818 E. Powell Blvd. in Gresham
Yes! We are approved by ALL insurances
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HOODVIEW HUMOR – HAVORFORD

The Universe vs. Me

By D.B. HAVERFORD
Humor Writer

I

have currently been
attempting to improve
myself via eating healthier,
waking up a bit earlier, and
attempting to take a walk
every morning. I told my
small child I want to get up
earlier. She has a memory like
a steel trap and now, cannot
be dissuaded from opening
my blinds at dawn and
announcing the morning, so at
this point, I am committed.
All of these things would
appear to be a positive force
in my life but nay, nay my
friends; you have forgotten
the weird and powerful force
in the universe that, for
reasons far too scientific to
explain here, will cause all
sorts of unfortunate accidents
and bad luck to immediately
befall us poor unfortunate
souls who dare try to improve
ourselves. Let me give you
some examples from my life.
Bank card in shards
So far this month, I have
physically snapped my debit
card in half whilst carrying
groceries to my car, this crisis
was mostly averted by placing
my tiny broken little shards of
debt card into the ATM and
withdrawing cash as I need it,
because, of course this
happened on a weekend. No
open banks for me.
This method, though
completely legal, unfortunately does give the
impression that you are
indeed trying to use some
nefarious means to attempt to
rob the ATM. Though I have
not been arrested I have
learned my lesson.

Wile E. Coyote?
If that wasn’t bad enough, I
also backed my car into a
small boulder. Not a rock —
that’s important to remember
folks — because a rock
doesn’t have that wonderful
round shape that allows it to
roll down a slanted driveway,
into the road, causing one to
have to sprint into the street,
chasing what looks like some
sort of failed Wile E. Coyote
booby trap. I am hesitant to
take full responsibility for this
particular mishap as I am a
renter and feel placing
boulders at the end of people’s
d r iv e w a y s is a s k in g f o r
trouble. But hey, rolling a
bolder up a hill is fantastic
exercise.
Super Bowl injury
Later in the month I
decided to attend a Super
Bowl party with my folks, but
wanting to keep up with my
new goals, I thought, “Hey, I
am gonna eat healthy.” While
I was attempting to make a
healthy meal for myself, I
almost knocked myself clean
out in front of my whole
family by running into the
door handle of the large

fridge. My family surrounded
me with love and support
while my sister explained it
was not her fault because I
had walked into the fridge
handle of my own free will.
She was simply holding the
door open, a valid point, one
that could have been made
though when I wasn’t on the
floor. But to each their own.
Oh and my car broke down.
While out of town.
I am not sure what force out
there is in control of this
phenomenon, but I would
definitely like it to stop. It’s
hard enough not eating chips
and cookies and walking my
chubby butt down the street
once a day without all these
“extra blessings.”
We l l , n o m a t t e r w h a t
befalls me, I do think that I am
going to try to continue to
improve myself. My fervent
hope is that these little
mishaps will decrease as I
journey onwards.
I fear that if they don’t,
there may not be much left of
me to improve. ■

*Includes: Includes: Suspension Inspection, Tire Pressure Fill/Adjust, Align and Adjust
as Needed, Measure Ride Height, Steering Wheel Leveling, Steering Angle Reset as
Needed, Expires: April 15th, 2021

139 NW 2nd St. • Gresham

Visit our website

D.B. Haverford is the pen
name of an Oregon-based
humor writer.

ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
Vehicles • Houses • Commercial • Mirrors

503-667-0290
530 E. Powell, Gresham

mthoodglass.com
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H O O DV I E W I N S P I R AT I O N

Myself

H O O D V I E W FA I T H

How to keep the commandments

By Edgar Albert Guest

I have to live with myself and so
I want to be fit for myself to know.
I want to be able as days go by,
always to look myself straight in the eye;
I don’t want to stand with the setting sun
and hate myself for the things I have done.
I don’t want to keep on a closet shelf
a lot of secrets about myself
and fool myself as I come and go
into thinking no one else will ever know
the kind of person I really am.

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep
my commandments.”(Image: Wikimedia
Commons)

I don’t want to dress up myself in sham.
I want to go out with my head erect
I want to deserve all men’s respect;
But here in the struggle for fame and wealth
I want to be able to like myself.
I don’t want to look at myself and know that
I am bluster and bluff and empty show.
I never can hide myself from me;
I see what others may never see;
I know what others may never know,
I never can fool myself and so,
whatever happens I want to be
self respecting and conscience free. ■
Author Edgar Albert Guest was one of the most famous and well-loved poets of the mid-20th
century. His works were first published in the Detroit Free Press and he published over 11,000
poems until his death in 1959. He was syndicated in over 300 newspapers and was an early
pioneer in both radio and television. Guest was made Poet Laureate of Michigan, the only poet
ever awarded the title.

“An atheist can’t
find God for the
same reason a
thief can’t find a
policeman.”
— C.S. Lewis
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TAX PREPARATION

EIDE: From the Heart
�Continued from page 6

enamored with the show.
“Basically, in 2014, four
other ladies and I met on
Twitter while discussing the
new show when it first aired.
It’s a refreshing, faith-friendly,
family-safe show reminiscent
of Little House on the
Prairie—no coincidence, one
of the producers is Michael
Landon Jr.,” said Eide. “We
decided to start a Facebook
group so we could discuss at
more length because Twitter is
so limited.”
The group, fondly dubbed
the “Hearties,” grew almost
overnight and caught the
attention of the Hallmark
Channel. In 2015, the show’s
producers invited Eide and a
group of “Hearties” founders
to the set to watch a filming of
the show and even make
cameo appearances.
“I have a split second
‘acting’ role in Season 2,
Episode 9,” said Eide. “It was
a blast and a wonderful
experience. I learned a lot
about the massive work it
takes to produce TV episodes
and how hard the actors and
crew work to bring it about.”
Recently, Eide stepped
back from administrative
roles with the “Hearties.” She
says managing the more than
85,000 fans is a lot to take on,

Income Tax Preparation for Individuals,
Businesses, Nonprofits, and Trusts
Bookkeeping and payroll services.

Cheri R. Dowhan CPA, LLC

503-630-4480
dowhancpa@yahoo.com • dowhancpa.com

Cheri R. Dowhan CPA, LLC has been providing quality,
personalized financial guidance to individuals and
businesses since 2008. We work with our clients year round.
Extended hours during tax season through April 15th, including Saturdays.

Eide, center, with When Calls the Heart former cast
member Lori Laughlin and cast member Jack Wagner.
(Photo courtesy of C. Eide)

but she still watches When
Calls the Heart every time a
new episode airs.
“When Calls the Heart is a
refreshing glimpse of life in a
simpler time, a safe hour-long
escape from some of the
stressors of modern-day life.
What I love most is that When
Calls the Heart, despite going
through some typical TV
series metamorphoses, has
been steadfast in keeping its
core theme of courage, honor,

and the positive value of
family and virtue,” said Eide.
HVN

PRINTING • COPIES

All Your LOCAL Printing and Copying Needs
Full color Business Cards │ Envelopes │ Letterheads │ Flyers
Note Pads │ Check Printing │

Booklets │ Photocopies

post cards │ rack cards │ Carbonless

*Note: Camille Eide’s novel
The Secret Place comes out on
April 15. She will hold a book
signing for her new book on
Saturday, May 1 from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. at Sandy Assembly
of God (39800 Hwy 26, Sandy,
OR 97055) in the upper foyer.
Her books are available on
Amazon.com.

Forms
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Free Rental Analysis
kerrpropertiesinc.com/portland-property-management

Our Services

Kerr Properties, Inc.
Because our business model
focuses solely on the management
of our rental properties, we’re able
to concentrate our efforts to
maintain a constant presence in
local markets, creating value in all
phases of the owner's management
cycle. We have the same financial
sophistication, institutional quality
reporting and leading edge property
management technology as many
of the nation's largest property
management companies, but our
smaller size and local market
expertise means that we can
provide better service and be more
responsive to both our residents
and our clients.

At Kerr Properties, Inc., we
offer four separate services:

Full time Monthly
Management
Tenant Locating
Services
Resident
Onboarding Service
Screening Service

Meet Our Team

Call us today to
discuss your property
kerrpropertiesinc.com/portland-property-management
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00
Plus Delivery

FULL Cord
Hardwood/Softwood Mix

34500

Limited Quantity of Fir/Oak Mix: $

Expires 03/31/21

$

503.388.5431

Includes Delivery

503-407-3055
We are the Portland area's premier supplier of quality kiln dried cooking wood, bundled
campfire wood, and home heating wood. We have both seasoned and kiln dried woods
available for immediate delivery.
24

HOODVIEWNEWS

March 2021

www.hoodviewnews.com

