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“Quality meats at lower prices for 35 years”

I don’t like superhero movies.
Why? Because they paint a deceptive

picture of what the world needs. They paint
a picture that the world’s problems and crises
can only be solved by those with supernatural
powers who must come to rescue us.

Nope. We need George Bailey to rescue us.

Deeper message
George Bailey is the main character in the

holiday movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
The movie is a sentimental favorite during

the holiday season, but it’s deeper message is
far more than just sentiment. It is a strong
message for every man and woman today.

George Bailey is played by Jimmy Stewart.
His wife Mary is played by Donna Reed. The
movie is the story of Bailey, a young man with
big dreams. Above all, he desires to leave his
backwater hometown of Bedford Falls, travel
the world, and make his mark. A local girl,
Mary, is sweet on him, but the ambitious George
has no intention of settling down.

Tragedy intervenes
Unfortunately, tragedy intervenes, and he is

forced to stay in Bedford Falls to run his father’s
struggling savings and loan company. He and
Mary wed. They buy a broken down old house.
They spruce it up over the years, but it still
remains drafty and in disrepair. Still, they love
one another and eventually have some precious
children. Life is hard, though. The savings and
loan is constantly on the verge of failing, but,
through the years, George manages to keep it
afloat. The little savings and loan is important
to the town because it gives home loans to poor
and immigrant families whom the cold big bank,
run by greedy, hard-hearted Mr. Potter, turns
down.Whenever a poor family gets a home, the
Bailey’s help them celebrate. Through times of
depression and war, George helps keep Bedford
Falls alive. However, his big dream of leaving
town and making his mark in the world slowly
dies. He is stuck in Bedford Falls.

Never been born?
One Christmas, through a series of bad

circumstances and the evil scheming of old man
Potter, George finds himself on the verge of

bankruptcy, drinking heavily in a local bar,
wishing that he had never been born. He decides
to commit suicide so that his family can collect
his meager life insurance. At that moment, God
dispatches a “novice” angel, Clarence, to answer
his prayer and show George what the world

would have been like if he had never been born.
Quaint, happy Bedford Falls had become the

raunchy, immoral “Pottersville.” Mary is a
lonely, frightened woman, having never mar-
ried. George’s precious children were never
born. Lives are altered because George was not
there to help them and sometimes save them
from themselves. The poor and immigrant
families never got homes. The impact of
George’s absence is felt in lives around the
world. All the soldiers on a troop ship die

because George’s brother wasn’t there to save
them because George hadn’t been there to save
his brother when they were boys.

George comes to realize that his life made a
profound difference to far more people than he
knew. George Bailey was not flashy, but George
Bailey was a life-saving superhero.

We don’t need “superheroes”
What’s really valuable in life is faith, family,

and community. We don’t need one-dimen-
sional, plastic, celluloid superheroes. We need
men and women who recognize that flashy is
fake. We need George Baileys.

George Bailey showed more strength and
courage than any cardboard “superhero.”

Here’s the thing. No one can be a Marvel
“superhero.” That’s fake. However, everyone
can aspire to be a superhero like George Bailey.

George Bailey didn’t try to be cool. He didn’t
do drugs. He didn’t smoke. He didn’t gamble.
Even when he was young and full of dreams, he
recognized that he had a larger obligation to his
father, mother, and his family, and that that
obligation required sacrifice if necessary. He
didn’t demand damages or “reparations” for
every perceived slight or bad break in life. He
was dependable in his work. He was faithful to
his wife. He loved his children. He loved his
country. He loved his community and helped
the less fortunate. He didn’t demand that the
world pad all its rough edges for him. He had
controlled his vices. Beneath George’s kind
exterior was a strength no fictional superhero
could match. George Bailey was a real man.

Will you be a George or Georgene Bailey?
How about you? Will you be a George or

“Georgene” Bailey? You can be.
Has your family legacy been bad? Then start

a new one. Find a woman or man of good
character, treat them right, get married, start a
family, be faithful. Does that sound old
fashioned to you? Sorry, so do all virtues, and
it’s men and women of virtue who keep our
community, state, and nation alive. We need
George and Georgene Baileys. New Years’ is
coming. Great time for a new start or to
recommit to a right life path. Just a thought.

Merry Christmas. HVN

Desperately seeking George Bailey
P U B L I S H E R ’ S
PERSPECTIVE

—Mike Wiley

Jimmy Stewart (center) as George Bailey.

We don’t need one-dimensional,
plastic, celluloid superheroes. We

need men and women who
recognize that flashy is fake.
We need George Baileys.

“Always give without remembering and always receive without forgetting.”
— Brian Tracy
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By NIKKI DAVIDSON
Contributor

A my Hardesty sat in a
hospital room silently
praying. She was waiting

for the results of her son’s CT
scan. It was the week of
Thanksgiving 2014.

Her 9-year-old son, Tristan,
had had a serious fall on his
bike. The kid wasn’t a stranger
to accidents, as a competitive
mountain biker he was a thrill
junkie who had several tum-
bles in the past.

But this one felt different.

When he returned from his
diagnostic scans, several
doctors poured into the room
speaking in long, medical-
sounding words Hardesty
didn’t recognize. She could
feel tension fill the air.

“We had no idea what was
actually going on because he
was chatting and cracking
jokes,” she said. “We had no
idea that he was bleeding so
heavily internally.”

The severity of Tristan’s
injury was serious, it could
have ended his life. The harsh
reality seemed unreal for what
seemed like a safe sport, but

his spleen had ruptured and
created damage that was
classified as Grade 3. That
means serious trauma that can
cause life-threatening bleeding
into the abdominal cavity.

Today Hardesty admits
those moments in the hospital
were incredibly scary, but what
happened next changed the
course of her and her family’s
life for the better.

The professional nutrition-
ist, community advocate,
wife, and mother of three
describes herself as a “go big
or go home” kind of person,
hinting that she isn’t one to
overlook an opportunity to
turn a negative into a positive.
But even Hardesty had no idea
what k ind of door th is
unfortunate experience would
open.

However, the ripple effect
of this “scary” moment
continues to change the lives
of many in the Sandy commu-
nity for the better.

“I think it would be really
easy for me to say that Tris-
tan’s accident was like a horri-
ble, horrible experience for us,
but it really wasn’t,” she said.
“I just remember thinking
‘The Lord is going to do
something good with us.’”

Sense of home near Mt. Hood
Although faith is the driving

source of Hardesty’s life
today, she admits her relation-

ship with religion has grown
throughout the years. As a
child, she attended church
every week with her family.

“My parents were really
amazing about making sure
that was a consistent part of
my childhood,” Hardesty said
while adding it took some time
to build the relationship with
God that she has today. “As a
teenager, I made my own
choices. I kind of rebelled in
my own way.”

By the time she reached her
freshman year of high school,
she and her family moved to
Sandy, where she remained
until graduating from Sandy
High School (as Amy Hatley)
in 2000. Her husband, John,
graduated the same year from
Reynolds High School. They
had met in kindergarten and
been friends since they were
five years old. In their 20s,
Amy and John began dating
and married in 2004. Amy
credits her husband with
helping her spirituality to
grow. “I didn’t follow closely
until I was married. My
husband has been the one that
has grounded and guided and
directed me back to my faith
and back to God,” she said.

While she was still single,
Amy had spent some time in
North Carolina helping take
care of her grandfather during
his final days.After his passing
she returned to Oregon in
2003.

“Coming back to Sandy and
seeing how many people that
I went to high school with that
are still here, or have left and
then come back, just speaks
volumes to me about this
community,” said Hardesty.
“People are still here because
they believe in this town.”

“There’s just great value in
a small community where
people see each other and
know each other and support
each other,” she continued.

Change in lifestyle
Hardesty is amother of three

kids, Tristan 17, Piper 12, and
Toby 10. The children have
guided her life journey in more
ways than one.

When her youngest, Toby
was growing up, he was
plagued by mysterious health
issues and doctors struggled to
find the root cause.

“We couldn’t figure out
why, and we couldn’t get
anybody to really dig more
than surface level,” said Hard-
esty. “Doctors would just
constantly say, ‘It’s probably
just his ‘normal,’ but I
couldn’t accept that.”

“He looked like he was
hurting and struggling,” she
continued, adding she eventu-
ally got answers from a
naturopath in Gresham. The
medical practitioner discov-
ered her toddler had celiac
disease.

Relieved that his condition
was treatable through a proper
diet, Hardesty knew this could
be a pivotal moment for the
entire family. She threw
herself into learning every-
thing she could about food,
and went back to school to
learn more about nutrition.
She’d struggled with her own
health issues, teetering on the
brink of type 2 diabetes, high
cholesterol and high blood
pressure.

“Learning that I could heal
my body from the inside out,
not by dieting, by just eating
healthy whole foods that I
enjoy, was a totally new
outlook,” she said. “I just
wanted to be able to bring hope
to people that it doesn’t have
to be this crazy journey of yo-
yo dieting.”

She transitioned to a diet of
whole, real food and lost 65
pounds. Now, holistic nutrition
is her “day job,” as she works
with clients who are looking
to lose weight, and manage
autoimmune diseases or
nutritional allergies.

Many people may consider
their 9-to-5 as a means to an
end to make money, but for

Hardesty, it’s always been
something more. That’s why
when another path opened in
her life to create a solid
partnership, she took it.

Making a business
Business connections can

form in the most unexpected
ways. That was the case when
Amymet her business partner,
Suzy Braker.

The two women are both
mothers, with kids who were
in the same kindergarten class.
Braker recalled their first
meet ing with a chuckle ,
amazed that a simple note
changed the route of her
career.

“One day, my son came
home with a note in his
backpack stating, ’Hi, my
name isAmy, Toby would like
to set up a playdate, could you
give me a call?” Braker
remembered.

When Braker dialed the
phone number to reach
Hardesty, she got a voicemail
message which inadvertently
revealed her son’s friend had
a parent who also worked in
the natural health and nutrition
field.

“I was like, ‘Oh, okay, we
might jive pretty well,‘” said
Braker, adding that the first
time they met they talked for
a long time and immediately
clicked. Hardesty became one
of Braker’s first clients and
they worked together so well
that the pair decided they
should form a business collab-
oration.

They created a business,
Hust le + Chow, where
Hardesty works with clients’
nutrition, and Braker, a
NASM-certified personal
trainer, creates and imple-
ments fitness routines.

“She’s got a heart of gold,
she’s always wanting to help
anyone and everyone,” said

■ Continued on page 6

This past summer, the Hardesty’s organization, D31 Be
Bold, hosted an event for National Night Out on their
property in support of local police and law enforcement.
(Photo courtesy Amy Hardesty)

Amy and her husband John are partners together in their
work with D31 Be Bold. (Photo courtesy Amy Hardesty)
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Tragedy
PURPOSE
Amy Hardesty

to

AMY HARDESTY FOUND NEW PURPOSE FOR
HERSELF AND HER FAMILY THROUGH A

NEAR TRAGEDY

“Coming back to Sandy
and seeing how many
people that I went to
high school with that
are still here, or have
left and then come
back, just speaks

volumes to me about
this community. People
are still here because
they believe in this

town.”
— Amy Hardesty
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR
“Come now, and let us reason together...” – Isaiah 1:18
letters@hoodviewnews.com*

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Have an opinion or different view?Email your letter to the editor. *Letters
should be polite, considerate, timely, and about 250 words or fewer. Letters
on timely topics may be allowed more space. Letters will be edited for
grammar, content, and space. Unfortunately, not all letters can be published.
Deadlineisthe20thofthemonth.Emailyourletterto: letters@hoodviewnews.com

FIRST RESPONDERS ARE HEROES
First Responders are heroes and should be

honored as such. Many do not get to spend
Christmas with their family because they are out
patrolling the highways, or waiting at the fire
station for a call, or racing down the road in an
emergency vehicle to save a life, or staffing
emergency rooms… all of them are there for
you and me. Some of us parents need to
remember to point out this sacrifice to our
children and encourage them to be thankful.

Many times one category of first responders,
the police, are treated shamefully. It’s too often
the case that people/parent’s, upon seeing a

police car on the side of the road, respond with
an audible curse and/or comment that “I hope
they don’t come after me for speeding, etc.” Or
“Oh heck, they pulled in behind me!”

Our children pick up on this attitude and
interpret it as… the police are bad, our enemy,
someone to avoid so we can do unlawful things.
Is this the message you want your children to
hear, learn and act upon? Be careful with your
words because they show a heart attitude. Be
careful with your words because they affect your
actions and your children’s actions. Be thankful
and show respect.

Ginni Sullivan
Sandy

Some thoughts to get Your
Christmas “funny” started...
1. It's starting to cost a lot like Christmas.
2. The high for today was 45. The low was eating

an entire batch of cookies.
3. All I want for Christmas is a silent night.
4. A balanced diet is a cookie in each hand.
5. Days without a Christmas tree incident : 0.
6. Time to get your “it's just what I wanted”

face ready.
7. “Made with love” means I licked the spoon

and kept using it.
8. Don’t blame the holidays. You were fat in

August.
9. All I’m saying is that you rarely see a person

crying and eating pie at the same time.
10. Raisin cookies that look like chocolate chip

cookies are the main reason I have trust issues.
11. This Christmas, instead of gifts, I’m giving

everyone my opinion. Get excited!
12. Do not drink and wrap presents. (Also, if anyone

gets a remote control for Christmas, I’m gonna
need that back.)

13. And finally, it's not Christmas until you see Hans
Gruber fall off Nakatomi Plaza. Just sayin’.
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Braker. “She has a huge, huge
impact on her clients.”

Injury opened new doors
While Hardesty was already

hard at work helping the
community through her nutri-
tion career, she could have no
idea how much her mission to
“bring hope to the commu-
nity” would grow through the
painful experience of seeing
her oldest child in such a
precarious position, sur-
rounded by doctors in the
hospital.

Gra tefu l tha t her son
survived his life-threatening
spleen injury, he had a long
road of recovery ahead of him
after his bicycle accident.

“It was scary,” Amy said.
“He spent three days in the
PICU and four days in the
trauma ward and then he had
to come home and he had to be
on bed rest for eight weeks.”

While in the hospital, the
family held strong to a bible
verse, Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be
strong and courageous.”

“(Tristan) had drawn these
little pictures with that verse
on it and put them all over his
hospital room, and so when he
came home he said, ‘I want to
make and sell t-shirts,’because
he could do that laying down,”
Hardesty recalled.

Grateful that her son was
staying positive, she enlisted a
friend from church who ran a
t-shirt screening printing com-
pany to produce the apparel.

“We were like ‘Let’s make
a little company out of it for
him,’ and that’s how D31 was
born. It was really just selling
t-shirts to keep our kid busy,”
she said.

The t-shirts were non-
traditional and catchy, with
positive messages like: “Pop
wheelies, not pills.”

When Tristan recovered, the
family felt the pull to keep
D31 going and expand it in
new directions.

“In 2019 my husband said,
‘I feel like the Lord is telling
me that this needs to come
back in the form of something
that serves our community,’
she remembered. “He didn’t
really know what it meant, he
just really felt a pull for us to
revamp that.”

Building connections
Tristan didn’t ride his bike

again competitively, although
Hardesty admits he didn’t lose
his attraction to “things that
push his athleticism to the
limit,” transitioning to an
activity that some might also
consider dangerous.

He started parkour, a sport
that involves traversing obsta-
cles in a man-made or natural
environment through running,

jumping, and climbing to get
from one point to the next
most quickly and efficiently.

“He found a passion for it,
and he’s great at it,”Amy said.

Eventually, he started
teaching other kids, and the
family formed classes for the
community. They’re passion-
ate about getting kids of all
abilities moving.

“One of his favorite parkour
classes he teaches is with the
autism community, and it’s
really beautiful to see how
gentle and patient he is, and
how he can just meet people
where they are, and it never
looks like it takes effort,”Amy
said proudly.

Expanding to service projects
Eventually, t-shirt sales and

parkour classes turned into
something much bigger.At the
beginning of 2021, the family
decided to start doing service
projects to help the commu-
nity.

“Twenty people showed up
to the first [service project]
and we were like, ‘This is so
fun, what else could we do?’”
remembered Hardesty.

The family has created a
non-profit group called “The
D31 Be Bold Foundation,” and
aims to host at least one free
community event each month.
They’ve done everything from
free cooking demos, yoga
classes, bingo, and Easter egg
hunts.

“We feel like people need
good positive things to be a
part of. The world is expensive
enough, so if we can be a
bright light and a safe, positive
place for kids and families to
know that consistent events are
happening, we wanted to do

that,” said Hardesty.
The foundation now

coordinates quarterly service
projects that aim to fill a need
in the community, at the same
time bringing together people
with different backgrounds.

“We just try to get members
of the community to come
together and link arms and
serve alongside each other,”
Hardesty said. “Pulling in
people who would never know
each other, they’re linking
arms and serving because they
want to do good in the
community.”

D31 have flown Parkour
National Team of Athletes to
Oregon and hosted them in
their home to participate in
helping the community. These
young people eat their meals
with the family, sleep in their
home and get a chance to
experience family home life
while in Oregon. D31’s request
is that while here they volun-
teer with projects D31 is
participating in and also that
the team host a free commu-
nity event for children to show
them about Parkour.

“They participate with their
whole hearts,” said Amy
reflecting on the experience.

A new beginning in Sandy
The Hardesty’s now live on

land that’s perfect for the D31
Be Bold Foundation. They live
on several acres of land where
they can hold big events and
outdoor parkour classes.

The journey to their new
home came unexpectedly
when Hardesty received a
Facebook message from a
church contact. The family
decided to dive in deep, selling

■ Continued on page 31

Amy Hardesty: Be Bold
�Continued from page 4

The Hardesty family on the deck of their home on their
property in Sandy. They hold D31 events there. (Photo
courtesy Amy Hardesty)
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Debbie Speck
Christmas is just a magical

time of year. Full of family,
fun get togethers, decorating
and long-time family tradi-
tions.

Even as a child I loved
everything about Christmas.
Lights, trees, ornaments,
decorating the house, making
cookies and treats for friends,
neighbors, and family. Piling
in cars with cousins and
friends to go look at lights in
neighborhoods, walking
around the Portland Zoo to see
all the lights in the evening.

As an adult, our immediate
family enjoys a nice meal or
two together and just relaxing
on the actual day of Christmas.
My girls and I enjoy a couple
of nights baking and doing a
craft or two. While Mitch and
I like to sit and just enjoy the
quiet evening with just
Christmas lights on the trees
and outside.

One of my favorite ‘new’
activities is working with
Sandy Helping Hands to
provide Christmas for families
that need some extra help.
From shopping to wrapping, it
is just a blessing to help
others.

Debbie Speck is the co-owner
of Specktacular Home Remod-
eling, located near Sandy

Angela Trambitas
I have a Christmas tradition

I absolutely love and enjoy
every single year. On Christ-
mas Eve, at about 8pm, we sit
down to watch “It’s aWonder-
ful Life,” with Jimmy Stewart
and Donna Reed. I always
enjoy seeing it, even though I
know the movie so well, but I
love the meaning, the commu-
nity rallying around someone

who has helped and meant so
much to them, the magic, the
truth, the honesty, and the
tears it brings. The meaning of
life, love, friends, and the
contribution every man makes
in their lives, even if they were
not aware of the impact they
had on others throughout their
life. There may be hope for us
all, if we just look back to a
simpler time, where people

cared about their neighbors,
and resisted the “Mr. Potters”
of this world and what they
represent. There is beauty in
us all, truth, love, and some-
thing special we each carry
and give to others in their time
of need. So, when you are
shopping this year, pay atten-
tion, as you just never know
who you may be walking by
that is going through some-

thing difficult and what even
just a simple smile or an en-
couraging word might be the
very thing to help brighten
their day.

Angela Trambitas is the
Membership Manager of the
Gresham Area Chamber of
Commerce

Tina Hovey
What Christmas means to

me has changed over the years.
As a young girl it meant

eagerly awaiting Christmas
morning to see what Santa had
brought me and my five older
brothers. It meant dressing up
and going to midnight mass
with my grandparents and
spending Christmas Day
gathered around a long dinner
table eating homemade ravioli
and focaccia bread.

As I got older and had
children of my own it meant
passing on those same tradi-
tions. It was telling my three
kids to get back to bed, 4am is
much too early to start the day.
I loved watching the kids
surprise as somehow Santa
knew exactly what to bring.

Then yet again it changed as
I went from mom to Nana.
Chris tmas is now about
watching my grandchildren
enjoy the traditions that have
been passed down over the
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years and spoiling them rotten
of course!

However the one thing that
has remained the same ….
Christmas has and always will
mean celebrating the birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

Merry Christmas to all.

Tina Hovey is the manager of
MountianMokaCoffee Shop in
Sandy

Grant Baker
Christmas is a time of joy

and giving. The glow, the
warmth, the love are al l
memorable and moving. If I
had to say exactly what
Chris tmas meant to me,
traditions would be my choice.

Traditions brings family and
friends together. Growing up
locally, we had an abundance.
Traditions can mean many
things, from religious, spiri-
tual, family, along with yearly
dedications. Some traditions
date back many hundreds of
years, others might be on their
first anniversary.

Tree lighting ceremonies,
with carols, and warm drinks.
Sitting upon Santa’s lap,
picking the perfect Christmas
tree, stringing lights on your
home. Whether you are trying

to outdo your neighbors or just
simply bringing smiles to
peoples’ faces. Warm dinners
by the fire with family and
friends. These are simple
traditions and some of my
favorite.

Every year I am excited
about decorating our home
(outside and in). We always
pick our tree the weekend after
Thanksgiving and make a day
of it. Car rides in the snow, hot
drinks and songs keep us
company. There are many
laughs and as many unpleas-
ant times in the rain. That
being said, it is one of my
favorites, along with going to
my grandparents’ homes for
Christmas. Stockings always
hung by the fire, the smell of
the wreaths my grandfather
made. All of us grandchildren
and now there are great
grandchildren filling the
rooms.

Small traditions like this
create smiles and love, which
create perfect memories.
These traditions andmemories
are what I long to pass to my
children and hopefully they
will pass to theirs.

Grant Baker is a local Real
Estate Broker with Century 21.

Amy Tipsord
It began 2,000 years ago

with a baby, born in a manger.

With heavenly hosts singing
“Hallelujah!” and “Joy to the
World”!An absolutely glorious
day for all mankind and first
and foremost for me in this
season.

And then there’s the snow,
and the lights and the trees and
all the wonderful smells and
magical music and singing all
around! This is my dream of
Christmas.

We don’t always get the
snow, and if you’re like me,
getting the lights on the tree
can be a bit frustrating and oh,
did I just burn the cookies?
There’s that!And why do they
need to start playing Christmas
music right after Halloween?
We haven’t event gotten to
Thanksgiving yet, for good-
ness’s sake!

But this is Christmas! The
most wonderful time of the
year! The stress of getting that
dinner and all the fixin’s just
right. The rush to get that last
person’s gift (that you forgot)!
But when the day finally
arrives, for me, it’s just joy!
Joy to watch my loved one’s
face as they open their gifts!
The joy of the not so perfect
meal being “enjoyed” by a
table full of my most favorite
people! Laughter, singing,
watching movies , and
sleeping! And the joy of
thankfulness for that precious
Baby born so long ago for us!

For me, it is truly the most
wonderful time of the year!

Amy Tipsord is the Commercial
Accounts & Events Manager
for Gresham Ford

Shelley Burns-Giusto
To me, Christmas is a time

that we celebrate the birth of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Second
most is creating long lasting
traditions and memories. Fam-
ily and work traditions have
been something I look forward
to year after year! This year
will be extra special, because
of COVID some of these
traditions we missed out on
these last couple of years.

Things that I look forward
to with my family are times
spent in the kitchen with my
mom, dad, husband (the grill
master), sister, kids, aunts,
uncles, cousins, nieces, and
nephew! My mom is of Polish
descent, so one cooking
tradition we have is the fa-
mous national dish of Poland,
Pierogi. Pierogi are filled

dumplings made by wrapping
unleavened dough around a
savory or sweet filling and
cooking in boiling water. It has
been so much fun passing this
tradition along to the younger
generation. Christmas cookies
and of course the ever so
famous Gingerbread houses
always fill our home with love
and laughter as well. Holiday
traditions with my work fam-
ily at Burns Feed Store are just
as memorable for more than
just the BFS crew, but the
community as well. It’s always
so much fun to hear our adult
customers speak of when their
parents or grandparents
brought them to Chili Feed
Day with Santa and now they
are bringing their children.

Shelley Burns-Giusto is the
AssistantManager/Pet andGift
Department Manager/Wildlife
Manager at Burns Feed Store

Carl Exner
As a child living in the

country, I have many memo-
ries of celebrating Christmas.
We never had a lot of money.
My parents met in Grandpa
Marvin’s restaurant when he
came back from WWII. They
married, against the wishes of
Dad’s parents . Mom is
Czechoslovakian and her
Catholic traditions conflicted
a lot with Dad’s German
protestant traditions. To say
the least, my Mom and Dad
had to find a way to blend
these two cultures.

Moms ’ t r ad i t i on was
Christmas mass. Dad’s culture
was having the Christmas
dinner table set with one extra
setting. We were 9 in the
family so setting 10 places
was always a challenge for
Christmas dinner. The extra
setting was for the stranger
who was to have knocked on
our door as we sat down to eat.

The stranger would be able to
sit at that setting. My Father
always quoted: Hebrews 13:2
“Do not forget to entertain
strangers, for by so doing
some have unwittingly enter-
tained angels,” and then he
would read the Christmas story
from the book of Luke.

Now as father and husband
I’ve tried to blend our tradi-
tions too. These are the mem-
ories that I have and now my
children remember them.

Carl Exner is a member of the
Sandy City Council and a
broker withWindermere/Sandy
Real Estate

Rick Stubblefield
The question is what does

Christmas mean to you? I
guess my answer would be that
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it has changed over the years
as I’ve grown from childhood
until now.

As a child my focus was on
what presents I would be
receiving and Santa Claus. As
I grew older and had children
of my own that focus changed
to how I would be able to
make them happy instead of
myse l f , bu t s t i l l on the
commercial aspect of the
holiday.

As the years passed my
mind set changed and God
started pulling me toward a
different way of thinking and
I was aware of an emptiness
that had been in my life. He
drew me in and filled me with
His Spirit that I knew had been
there my whole life but chose
to ignore.

From then on Christmas has
taken on a whole new mean-
ing. Even though I knew who
Jesus was I had never had a
personal relationship with
Him.

Knowing who He is and
what He’s done for me makes
it impossible to think of
Christmas as a commercial
holiday made by man.

Christmas now means that
God came down in the form of
Jesus to walk among us as a
perfect example of how man
was and is supposed to live.

Knowing this has changed
my life and givenme an eternal
perspective. I no longer live
for myself, but by faith in a
God that loved me so much
that He would send His only
begotten Son that anyone that
believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

Rick Stubblefield is an agent
with Oregon Insurance in
Gresham

Jeremy Buck
Tink, Tink…
Clonk, Clonk…
Zzsh, Zzsh.
The sounds of a workshop

can sound like music. An art
form of its own. It’s no wonder
there are is so many stories
created to envision the elves
building toys for children all
around the world.All the while
Santa sips on hot cocoa next to

a roaring fireplace in his
vibrant, unblemished velvet
suit, peering with squinted
eyes through his frameless
rectangular bifocals at the
Nice&Naughty List, checking
it not once… but twice. This
image is historically iconic
and enjoyable to many. The
lore of Santa Claus and his
reindeer flying through the ice
cold winter sky, landing on
rooftops everywhere, and
dropping down the chimney so
not to disturb the lucky kid that
gets the perfectly wrapped
present under an overly
garnished evergreen… is why
I love Christmas.

The stories, the songs, the
books and gifts make for a –
dare I say, merry – experience.
Seeing the elated faces of
children, family and friends
alike with the backdrop of the
mythical and magical Santa
Claus is second to none when
it comes to holidays. Mix in
some top hat wearing snow-
men, bucks with illuminated
noses and grumpy geriatric
rich people with lessons to
learn about charity, and
you’ve got the perfect recipe
for making everlasting memo-
ries with the people you care
about the most.

If you can’t tell, Christmas
is my favorite time of year.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

Jeremy Buck is a Gresham

resident and an Insurance
Officer for CCB Insurance
Services at Clackamas County
Bank.

Rob Hendrickson
“Candles burnin’ low, lots of
mistletoe, lots of snow and
ice everywhere we go.”

– Stevie Wonder
I grew up in the Pacific

Northwest.Awhite Christmas,
or anything but rain for that
matter, is pret ty rare on
December 25th. I didn’t grow
up in a church-going home, so
Christmas was a magical time
where Santa vis i ted and
presents were extravagant and
exciting.
“Maybe Christmas, perhaps,
doesn’t come from a store.” –

Dr. Seuss
My extended family, plus

those who have married and
been born into it in my

adulthood, has been a huge
part of the holiday season for
me. This year will be the first
we spend with my grand-
mother absent, and that leaves
a huge hole.
“God bless us, everyone.” –

Charles Dickens
I became a Christian in high

school and ever since my
Christmas’s have been a
celebration of the birth of the
Mes s i ah a s f o r e t o l d i n
verifiable historical documents
dating centuries beforehand.

That being said, a cursory
study of the holiday reveals a
key tradition by church leaders
throughout history acknowl-
edging rather than denigrating
the secular culture. Therefore,
since the holiday does somuch
good for all of us regardless of
worldview, I say “God bless
it!”

Rob Hendrickson is the owner
of Rob Hendrickson Agency,
State Farm, in Gresham

Khrys Jones
What Christmas means to

me… In addition to represent-
ing the birth of Jesus, His love,
and sacrifices for all of us,
Christmas has always been my
favorite time if the year. I love
spending time preparing for
the big day, the anticipation
leading up to Christmas fills
me with joy like no other time.
I look forward to connecting

with friends and family. Seeing
the wonder of it all in the eyes
of my children as they grew up
and one day in the eyes of my
future grandchildren. Carrying
on traditions and creating new
ones. Lending a hand to not
only my neighbors but
strangers too. I can’t forget to
mention the praying for snow
to fall while decorating the
house and the tree. Reflecting
on memories as I unwrap each
ornament and hang them on
the branches and adding a new
one for the current year.

If I could capture the feeling
and share it all year long to
everyone I encounter, I would
feel complete.

Khrys Jones is the Executive
Director of the Sandy Area
Chamber of Commerce. ■

What Christmas Means…
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I n the winter of 1860, the
little riverside frontier town
of Corvallis was home to a

youngVaudeville singer named
Susie Robinson.

Susie was the star attraction
of the Robinson Troupe of
Vaudevillians, led by her
father. And “star” was the
word for Susie: Virtually the
entire male population of the
mid-Willamette Valley was in
dopey, hopeless love with her.

“Her form and voice were

praised by all, and her virtue
extolled, while her father
gathered at the door of his
theater willing tributes
enough, each day, to have
made her a golden crown,”
recalls pioneer George A.
Waggoner in his 1905 memoir.
“Was ever a queen so fortu-
nately situated?”

Waggoner opines that ,
although Susie’s talents would
not have carried her far on
Broadway, she was by far the

best thing anyone in Corvallis
had ever seen.

“We know now that she was
not a great actress or singer,”
Waggoner remarks; “and my
roving eyes have since discov-
ered that she was not a
remarkable beauty, but at that

time many Oregon boys had
never seen the gay tinsels of a
stage costumes; never been
thrilled by the rich tones of a
cultivated voice, or seen a
beautiful woman poised on
one toe, and she took the
frontier heart by storm.”

Show moves to eastern
Oregon

Had Susie Robinson and her
father stayed in Corvallis, she
probably would have had a
long and rewarding career in
the up-valley Vaudeville the-
ater scene. But in the autumn
of that year, something very
exciting happened near a little
creek way out in what is today
the state of Idaho: Gold— lots
of gold — was found in
Orofino Creek, a little way east
of Lewiston. Then, the follow-
ing spring, a little party of
prospectors struck gold even
closer to home—on the banks
of Griffin Creek, just a few
miles from Baker City in
Eastern Oregon.

Torrents of eager miners
departed from Corvallis and
other valley towns that year,
headed for the gold fields of
the east. Ramshackle, lawless
towns sprang up, with names
like Auburn and Granite. Ea-
ger young swains poured
eastward hoping for a lucky
strike — closely followed by
the usual crowd of gamblers,
swindlers, robbers and other
hard characters looking for
easy marks.

And, of course, as towns
sprang up in the gold fields
wi th popula t ions in the
thousands composed entirely
of young, rich bachelors, it
was clear that the demand for
a good Vaudeville theater

would be nearly unlimited.
How could the Robinson

Troupe stay in boring,
depopulated Corvallis when
such a literally golden oppor-
tunity beckoned?

And so the Corvallis Family
Robinson packed up its things
and followed the eager miners
over the mountains, and
re-established itself just across

the Columbia River in Walla
Walla, in what was then
Washington Territory.

Now, as you may recall,
1861 also saw the outbreak of
theAmerican CivilWar. There
was a frontier fort in Walla
Wa l l a , and a coup l e o f
companies of Army regulars
had been stationed there. And
when the Robinson Theater set
up shop in town, word of
Susie’s talents and charms
spread through the ranks of the
boys in blue like a bugle call.

Glamorous
Vaudeville Susie
sparked a riot

for her
attentions

Susie was just about the most glamorous thing
the soldiers and miners had ever seen. Getting

her attention led to an infamous riot

By FINN J.D. JOHN

Vaudeville actress Fridkin (pictured) was an example of
performer’s like Susie Robinson that brought a glamour
rarely scene to the frontier west. Unfortunately, not
everyone could handle it. (Public domain)

The local Walla Walla
miners resented this a
great deal. They, too,
were thoroughly
smitten with Susie, and
did not intend to be
kept from her shows by
these out-of-town
interlopers.

■ Continued on page 11
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Soon entire companies were
pouring into the theater,
seating themselves by pla-
toons before the stage, filling
the entire joint.

The local Walla Walla
miners resented this a great
deal. They, too, were thor-
oughly smitten with Susie, and
did not intend to be kept from
her shows by these out-of-
town interlopers. These feel-
ings were especially strong
among residents who were in
sympathy with the South —
which was, at that time, the
majority of the town.

Tensions grew, but not
much; frontier miners weren’t
big on impulse control.
Instead, they simply showed
up in force and drove the
soldiers out of the theater one
day, ordering them not to
return.

Now, these soldiers were
men who had enlisted to fight
the Southern rebels. But in-
stead of doing that, they were
now parked in a crappy fort in
the middle of nowhere, where
their sole purpose was to
discourage locals from getting
“uppity.” They were already a
little sensitive about being left
out, especially as word came

in of battles and conquests
back east. They were in no
humor to let the humiliation
heaped upon them by these
rowdy Rebel sympathizers go
unchallenged.

Accordingly, on the next
performance at the Robinson
Theater, the soldiers came
prepared.

“They came fully armed,
and determined to insist upon
their rights,” recallsWaggoner
— who was in the crowd that
day. “We all knew a fight was
coming, and divided our
sympathies according to our
political opinions.”

Members of both camps
were able to get into the theater
before capacity was reached,
and harsh words were ex-
changed. Susie, perhaps
hoping to defuse the brewing
blow-up, came out on stage
and started to sing. This made
things better at first … but
then suddenly it made it all
much, much worse:

“Ahearty round of applause
greeted her, and she acknowl-
edged it as a favorite is able to,
and commenced to sing,”
Waggoner recalls. “One of the
soldiers, who had been drink-
ing, continued to cheer, and
the marshal attempted to take
him from the room.”

The firing continued…
The drunken soldier

wheeled on the marshal ,
whipped out his heavy Colt
Dragoon revolver and
pistol-whipped the officer with
it … and the fight was on.

“Instantly the house was in
an uproar,” Waggoner re-
called. “Susie screamed and
ran from the stage. Navy Colts
leaped from their scabbards
and bellowed like the roar of
artillery.”

A local out law named
“Cherokee Bob” jumped up
and started shooting, picking
soldiers off like bowling pins
at a shooting gallery. Return
fire knocked him off his chair,
but it later turned out he’d been
wearing armor under his shirt.

“The firing continued from
all parts of the room, and a
terrible stampede ensued,
everyone but those engaged
trying to get out of the house,”
Waggoner writes. “More than
50 shots were fired, and the
room was filled with smoke,
out of which pistols blazed,
fired at supposed enemies,
although several times friends
fired upon each other.”

Waggoner, unfortunately,
gives us no hint of what his
role in the fracas was —

The Machinson Sisters vaudeville act. Vaudeville spanned the era from the 1860s to the
1920s and featured many different kinds of acts, including comedy sketches and short
plays. (Image in the public domain)

The Strand Theater in Seattle, circa 1905. Many theater like this hosted vaudeville
performances in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Susie Robinson
would likely have performed in similar venues. (Photo public domain)

Vaudeville Susie Riot
�Continued from page 10
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whether he was among those
shooting, or those running for
the exits. But he was there in
the aftermath, carrying a man
shot directly in the breast to a
surgeon for a desperate at-
tempt to save his life. The
man, who had given himself
up for a goner, turned out not
to even need the surgeon; a
bag of coins in his pocket had
turned the bullet away from
his vitals, leaving him with a
minor flesh wound.

Three men died…
Others weren’t so lucky.

However, considering the
number of shots fired and the
size of the crowd packed into
the theater, the death toll was
astonishingly light: Just three
men died. Dozens more were
wounded, however.

In classic gold-field boom-
town style, this deadly riot
was accepted as just part of life
on the frontier; the wounded
dressed their injuries as best
they could and got back to
work, the dead were buried
with appropriate ceremony,
and everyone else made plans
to sit closer to the exits next
time Susie took the stage.

“No one was arrested, and
the theater went on as usual,”
Waggoner writes. “But Susie
never seemed quite the same

afterward.Aslight commotion
in the audience would attract
her attention in themidst of her
best song, and in her best play
she always looked as though
she was afraid someone was
going to shoot.”

Men fought and killed for her
This sort of shell-shock on

Susie’s part is certainly
understandable. Still, as

Waggoner points out, it’s not
every Vaudeville actress who
can honestly say that men have
fought and killed and died for
the right to hear her sing. HVN.

Sources: Waggoner, George A.
Stories of Old Oregon. Salem:
Statesman, 1905; Bromberg,
Erik. “Frontier Humor: Plain
and Fancy,”OregonHistorical
Quarterly, Sept. 1960

Vaudeville entertainer Joy Doyle wears the type of racy,
off-the-shoulder, number that could have attracted too
much attention from lonely men on the frontier. (Image in
the public domain)

Vaudeville Susie Riot
�Continued from page 11
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Dec. 1-Jan. 31. Adopt-
A-Cop Sign Up

Adopt-A-Cop is a
Gresham-wide celebration
open to all Gresham area
businesses and residents.
January is Adopt-A-Cop
month! Participating
businesses will be supplied
with signage for store
windows and a “tool kit”
featuring a variety of ways to
celebrate your police office .
There is no cost to
participate in the program
and it is a city-
wide opportunity.You can
sign up beginning 11/28/22.
Registration ends 1/2/23.
The campaign starts Sunday,
January 9th on National Law
Enforcement Appreciation
Day. The tool kits will be
distributed the last week of
December and the firs week
of January. You may adopt
more than one police office .
You also may request a
specifi police office .
Register at:
www.greshamchamber.org/
events/details/adopt-a-cop-
sign-up.

Dec. 2—Tree Lighting
in Sandy

Join the City of Sandy at
Centennial Plaza, 39295
Pioneer Blvd., Sandy, on
Friday, December 2 at 6pm
for some holiday cheer!
Bring your letters to Santa
and wave to him. Sandy High
School Choir will perform
holiday songs. Hot cocoa and
cookies provided by Ant
Farm and Tollgate Bakery.
Candy canes provided by
Rotary Club of Sandy. Pick
up a Craft for a Cause and
help them provide holiday
cards for senior citizens in
the community. Items will be
accepted for the Kiwanis’
Christmas baskets. The
Christmas tree will be lit at
6:15pm.

Dec. 2—“A Christmas
Carol-A Radio Play”

On Friday, Dec. 2nd, the
Dickens classic A
CHRISTMAS CAROL will be
brought to life as a radio play
on the stage of the Sandy
Actors Theatre with
performances continuing
every Friday and Saturday
evening at 7:30 pm and
Sunday afternoons at 3pm
through December 18th.
Hailed as the greatest ghost
story ever told, the
production of the Charles
Dickens timeless holiday
story comes to life as a
1940’s radio broadcast, with
the magic of live sound
effects and musical

underscoring. Step back into
the golden age of radio as
the S.A.T. cast of regulars
and new comers unfold the
familiar tale of three ghosts
taking Ebenezer Scrooge on
a thrilling journey to teach
him the true meaning of
Christmas. Be part of the
studio audience and watch
the actors bring the story of
Scrooge’s redemption to life.
Tickets are available at the
door and online at
sandyactorstheatre.com $18
for adults, $15 for senior
citizens, veterans, and
students and $13 for
children. In the spirit of the
season, the theater will be
collecting non-perishable
food items for the Sandy
Community Action Center.
Patrons are encouraged to
“fil the barrel” that will be in
the lobby. The Sandy Actors
Theatre is located behind the
ACE Hardware in Heritage
Plaza, 17433 Meinig Avenue,
Sandy.

Dec. 2-Jan.2—Holiday
Lights at Meinig Park

Sandy has lit up Meinig
Park with a variety of
Christmas lights for their firs
Holiday Lights at Meinig
Park. The lights will be on
nightly (4pm-9pm)
from December 2nd to
January 2nd. Come walk
through the lights to
experience some holiday joy!

Dec. 3—Holiday Light
Cruise

Come to the second
annual Holiday Light Cruise
presented by Gresham Ford
on Saturday December 3rd,
starting at 4:30pm. Cruise
around Historic Downtown
Gresham with your vehicle
decorated in holiday lights
and end at the Gresham Arts
Plaza in time for the annual
Spirit of Gresham tree
lighting event. Want to join

the cruise? Register your
vehicle. Want to view the
cruise? Be sure to line the
streets of Main Avenue in
Historic Downtown Gresham
around 4:30 pm. The cruise
of holiday lights will pass by
and end at the Arts Plaza at
5pm. Once you see all of the
holiday cars on Main Avenue,
come to the Arts Plaza for
the tree lighting event, vote
on your favorite cars, and
light up the tree with Santa
and the Mayor to kick off the
holiday season. For more
information about this event,
contact Sasha.Konell@
GreshamOregon.gov.

Dec. 3—Spirit of
Gresham Tree Lighting

Kick off the holiday
season with the City's Spirit
of Gresham Tree Lighting
event on Saturday,
December 3rd, 5pm to
6:30pm. Join them for this
annual community gathering
with music, free treats, hot
cocoa and more. Schedule:
4:30-5pm—Gresham
Holiday Light Cruise from
City Hall, 1333 NW Eastman
Pkwy., to the Gresham Arts
Plaza, 401 NE Second St.;
5pm—Spirit of Gresham
starts at the Arts Plaza;
6pm—Tree lighting Spirit of
Giving. The City is partnering
with Gresham Ford and
SnowCap Community
Charities to host a canned
food drive to support local
families in need. If you can,
please consider bringing
non-perishable foods or
donations to share for this
year's Spirit of Giving event.
For more information,
contact
CommunityEngagement@
GreshamOregon.gov.

Dec. 3—Holiday
Market at GHS

Gresham High School,
1200 N. Main Ave., Gresham,

will be the location of the
Holiday Market event by the
Gresham Softball Team.
Come help support local
artists and the Gresham High
School Softball team on
Saturday, December 3rd,
from 9am to 4pm. Artists will
have hand crafted goods for
home, garden and one of a
kind gifts for sale.
Handmade items include knit
items, clothing, jewelry,
stained glass, wood signs,
baby items, pet beds and
accessories, candles,
Christmas decor and much
more. There will be live
music from the GHS choir,
delicious food, raffl items
and even a visit from Santa!

Dec. 3—Christmas Star
Bazaar

Mountainview Christian
Church, 1890 NE Cleveland
Ave., Gresham, will be
holding their Christmas Star
Bazaar on Saturday,
December 3rd, from 9am to
4pm. They invite you to
come shop 30 plus local
small businesses who will be
at this bazaar. Crystal Pierce
Photography will be there to
capture and photograph your
magical visit with Santa. This
event is also accepting
donations for new jackets
and new clothing for youth,
ages Infant to 18 years old.
All donations will be donated
to nonprofi organizations
throughout the Gresham
community. If you would like
to donate food, there will
also be a canned food drive
as well.

Dec. 3—Pet Pictures
with the Grinch

Come to Sandy with your
pet to have a picture with
the Grinch on Saturday,
December 3rd from 6pm to
7:30pm. Meinig Memorial

PEST CONTROL

Full Service Pest Control

Insect and Rodent
Control, Inc.

Call Today!

glenn.pestcontrol@gmail.com

INSECTS

RODENTS
• Mole Trapping • Rats & Mice

RE L I AB L E • TRUS T ED

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT

Glenn Jones
503-784-1669

BEES • SPIDERS • ANTS • RODENTS • and more!

The insurance you need from
experienced agents you can trust.

Rick Stubblefield Glenn White

503-665-2649

Home
Auto
Fire
Flood
Theft

Medicare
Business Ins.
Bus. Owners

Policy

503.781.6080To register call:
Or at:

When: Sunday Jan. 8th, 2023 • 12pm - 5pm
Upcoming classes: TBA

Where: Motel 6 Conference Room
1572 NE Burnside • Gresham

CONCEALED FIREARM PERMITS

Utah, Arizona, or Florida – Cost: $80
Oregon – additional Cost: $20

with purchase of Utah, Arizona, or Florida
Classes presented by

Officer Larry Raglione
Certified Instructor

2ndrightscfp.com

Sponsored by Costal Farm and Ranch
2865 NE Hogan Dr, Gresham, OR

Good in up to
35 States

Be aWINNER!

Store Hours: M-F: 8-9, Sat: 8-9, Sun: 8-9
36701 Hwy 26 | Sandy

Save everyday on things
you use everyday.503-668-6950

“At our local Sandy Grocery
Outlet, each month one
lucky customer has the

chance to ‘Win What You
Save.’ Stop by today for
your chance to win, and

check out all the
great savings at
Sandy Grocery

Outlet!”

Local owners
Dillon & Ciara

Shaffer

■ Continued on page 14

READ THESE GREAT ADS!
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DESIGN. BUILD. REMODEL.
If you’re thinking about remodeling your home, kitchen, or bathroom — let us 
bring your aspirations to life with a renovation that revolves around your 
family and your lifestyle. You want the journey of remodeling your home to 
be a rewarding and enjoyable one – and choosing the right contractor is 
the key. Get to know OUR family, business, and values to find out what we 
can do for YOURS. 

Don’t just Remodel ... Redefine your lifestyle.

Let’s get together and discuss your vision or visit our website to see more of our capabilities.
 503.668.0710  |  www.SpecktacularHome.com  |  CCB# 82147
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Park, 17670 Meinig Ave.,
Sandy will be hosting this
event. There will be a petting
zoo too! Warm drinks and
cookies will be provided by
the Kiwanis.

Dec. 3—Big Valley
Woods Holiday Artisan
Sale

Big Valley Woods, 32700
SE Leeward Lane, Boring,
will be holding their Holiday
Artisan Sale on Saturday,
Dec. 3rd and Sunday, Dec.
4th from 10am to 4pm.This
event will have ten craft and
art makers, jewelry,
children’s books, framed art,
ornaments, quilts, candles
and more! Santa will be
there from1pm to 3pm on
Sunday.

Dec.3 & 4—Uncommon
Marketplace Bazaar

The Uncommon
Marketplace: A Holiday
Bazaar, a beloved Sandy
event, is returning to Sandy
High School, 37400 Bell St,
Sandy, for it’s 8th year. Over
120 unique vendors, yummy
food, adorable (and
affordable Santa pictures
with the talented Tracy
George), and more fun than
anyone should be able to
have in one place. They are
open Saturday, December
3rd and Sunday, December
4th from 10am until 4pm.
Although this event benefit
the Pioneer Boosters,
supporting Sandy High
School academics, activities,
athletics and staff, this event
is not affili ted with the
Oregon Trail School District.

Dec. 3—Estacada Odd
Fellows Bkfst & Bazaar

Estacada Odd Fellows,
Lodge #175, will be holding
their Three Link Breakfast
and Holiday Bazaar on
Saturday, Dec. 3rd from 8am
to 5pm. Breakfast will be
available from 8am to 11am,
and the bazaar will be open
from 8am to 5pm. Local
vendors, Bake Sale, Kid’s
Craft Table, and a Raffl to
win up to a 7ft tree from Wild
Hare Tree Farm! (You don’t
need to be present to win).
The lodge’s address is 267
SW 2nd Ave., Estacada.

Dec. 3—Christmas Toy
& Food Drive Dinner

Mt Hood Lions Club,
24730 E. Woodley Way,
Welches, will be holding their
Christmas Toy & Food Drive

Dinner on Saturday,
December 3rd. This holiday
tradition starts with Happy
Hour at 6pm, followed by
dinner at 7pm. Dinner
consists of Ham and baron
of beef with all the
trimmings. Presale tickets
$18 available at: Welches
Mountain Building Supply;
Coffeehouse 26; Whistle
Stop Bar and Grill;
Clackamas County Bank -
Welches Branch; any Lions
Club Member. Tickets at the
door are $20. Please bring a
new, unwrapped toy or non-
perishable, unexpired food
item for those in need in the
mountain community. This
event is in support of the
Hoodland Community
Christmas Basket Program.

Dec. 4—Santa @ Sandy
Senior Center

Come join The D31
Foundation for their 2nd
Annual Free Cookies, Cocoa
+ Photos with Santa & Mrs
Clause on Sunday,
December 4th from 3pm to
6pm at the Sandy Senior
Center, 38348 Pioneer Blvd.,
Sandy. They will be taking
cash & Venmo donations for
the Sandy Meals on Wheels
program!

Dec. 4—Troutdale
Holiday Celebration

Mayors Square,114 E
Historic Columbia River Hwy.
in Troutdale will be
celebrating the holidays on
Sunday, December 4th
starting at noon. The
schedule is as follows:
Holiday Artisan Gift Market:
12-6pm; Selfie with Santa:
12-6pm; Troutdale Teddy
Scavenger Hunt: 12-6pm;
MHCC Jazz Combo: 12-4pm;
Dickens Carolers: 4:30-5pm;
Troutdale Tree Lighting: 5pm;
Raffl Winner
Announcement: 5pm; Learn
more at troutdaleoregon.gov/
winderwonderland

Dec. 5—Photos w/
Santa at Gresham Stn

On Monday, December
5th from 4pm to 8pm, you

can receive a complimentary
photo with Santa at Gresham
Station Shopping Center, 649
NW 12th Street, Gresham.
Santa is back from the North
Pole just in time to visit
Gresham Station! Join them
as they offer free visits and
professional photos with
Santa and Mrs. Claus. They
will also be providing a
complimentary craft station
and hot cocoa. As a gesture
of goodwill, they ask that
guests bring a canned good
to donate to the SnowCap
Community Charities “Fill A
Bag” campaign in order to
participate in this event. This
family-friendly, free event
will be held on the following
days: Mon., Dec.5, 4-8 pm;
Mon., Dec. 12, 4-8pm; Sat.,
Dec. 17, 1-6pm; Sun.,
Dec.18, 1-6pm. Advance
online reservations are
required for photos. Live
Reindeer will be on site on
December 17 and 18th from
2-6pm. No registration is
necessary to see the
reindeer. Don’t forget to
bring a canned food item to
donate to SnowCap
Community Charities’ “Fill A
Bag” campaign. Fill-A-Bag is
the largest annual food drive
to benefi SnowCap
Community Charities.
Tickets: www.gresham

28255 SE Eagle Creek Rd. Estacada
Office: (503) 630-4558
www.EagleFernEquine.com

• Performance horse & lameness evaluations

• Preventative Medicine

• Digital Radiography

• Reproduction
• Dentistry

• Elective Surgery
• Internal Medicine

• In House Laboratory
• Large Animal Services

• Hospital & Ambulatory Services

We Care for Your Horse

(503) 778-0957

P L U M B I N G

HOURS: Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm

WE FIX ALL YOUR PLUMBING PROBLEMS
Shower Installs • Water leaks • Water Heaters • Repipe • Drain Cleaning • Much more!

CCB# 237727

$50 Off
Any service

■ Continued on page 15
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station.com/2022/11/19/
complimentary-photos-with-
santa-at-gresham-station.

Dec. 9—Gresham
Chamber Breakfast

The Gresham Area
Chamber of Commerce
Friday AM meeting is an
opportunity to connect with
other businesses and
business owners in the local
community. This Friday AM
meeting, will be held at
Mountainview Christian
Church,1890 NE Cleveland
Ave., Gresham from 7:20am
to 9am. A Christmas
Breakfast featuring My
Father’s House & SnowCap
Community Charities. A great
networking opportunity to
meet Chamber members
and prospective members.
New faces are always
welcome! You do not have to
be a member to attend and
see what the chamber is all
about.

Dec. 9—Teen Cookie
Exchange and Movie

Sandy Public Library,
38980 Proctor Blvd., Sandy
will be the place to go if you
are a teen on Friday,
December 9th from 6:30pm
to 8:30pm. Teens are invited
for a holiday cookie swap
and movie night. Watch “The

Nightmare Before
Christmas” as you indulge in
an assortment of tasty
cookie treats. Bring your
own cookie creations,
homemade or store-bought,
and take home a fun
assortment for yourself.
Bring a copy of your cookie
recipe to share too! Holiday
attire is highly encouraged!
Popcorn, beverages, and
take-home boxes for your
cookies will be provided. For
further information please
email Rebecca Hanset,
rhanset@ci.sandy.or.us

Dec. 10th—Santa &
Chili Feed @ Burns
Feed Store

Burns Feed Store, 29215
SE Orient Drive, Gresham
will be holding a holiday
event on Saturday,
December 10th from 10am
to 2pm. Come warm up with
a bowl of their homemade
chili, browse around through
all the amazing deals, and
get your picture taken with
Mr. and Mrs. Claus. This is
the perfect family outing to
enjoy some holiday cheer!

Dec. 10—Evening with
the Snow Queen

Meinig Memorial Park,
17670 Meinige Ave., Sandy
will be the place to come on
Saturday, December 10th
from 6pm to 7:30pm. Sandy
will be holding some holiday
events at the park. The
schedule is as follows:
6pm-6:30pm—Reading with
Snow Queen at the Gazebo;
6:30pm-7pm—Christmas
Act by Sandy Actors Theatre;
7pm-7:30pm—Sandy High
School Choir & Band

performs on the stage.Todos
Juntos will have crafts for
the kids. Ant Farm will be
providing hot drinks and
snacks. Donations will be
gladly accepted for the
nutrition program at the
Sandy Senior Center.

Dec. 10—Estacada
Christmas Lites Parade

Downtown Estacada, 475
SE Main St., Estacada will be
the destination for this
holiday celebration on
December, 10th from 5pm to

SINCE 1947

MOEN MACHINERY
COMPANY

Outdoor Power Equipment
Your Farm/Garden/Light Industrial Equipment Supplier for Gresham, Boring, and Sandy

• Saws
• Blowers
• Trimmers
• BATTERY Powered Tools

• Mowers
• Generators
• Pumps
• Garden tillers

• Tractors
• Wide-deck Mowers
• Tillers
• Agricultural Equip.
• Excavators

APR Finan
cing
%0

268 NE Hogan Dr | Gresham • (503) 666-9159 • moenmachinery.com Scan the code
to go to our site!

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-5, Sun. Closed

Call for De
tails

IT & Electronic Repair Services

Mac • PC • iPhone • Android • iPad • PlayStation • Xbox

39084 Proctor Blvd Ste B, Sandy OR 97055  |   WWW.RESTOREHUB.TECH

503.427.8120

Broken Screens
Poor Battery Life
Charging Ports
Audio Issues
Broken Cameras
Data Recovery
Virus/Malware
Water Damage

We Are Your One-Stop Repair Solution

10% Off Any Repair
When You Mention this Ad

■ Continued on page 16
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4:00 PM - St. John - Welches 

5:00 PM - St. Michael - Sandy
Bilingual Mass (English & Spanish)

7:00 PM - St. Aloysius - Estacada            
 

8:00 AM - St. John - Welches 

10:00 AM - St. Michael - Sandy

11:30 AM - St. Aloysius - Estacada

NO 1:30 PM Spanish Mass
            

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25

 

St. John in the Woods
24905 E Woodsey Way

 Welches, OR
 

 

St. Michael the Archangel
18090 SE Langensand Road

Sandy, OR
 

 

St. Aloysius
192 NW 3rd Avenue 

Estacada, OR
 

       www.StMichaelSandy.org  

O come, let us 
Adore Him

Spend Christmas with the Catholic parishes of the Mt. Hood Corridor 

Check out these great advertisers!
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6pm. Enjoy this beautiful
town and see the Estacada
Christmas Light Parade.

Dec. 10—Gresham
SantaCon ‘22

Gresham SantaCon is an
annual charitable bar crawl.
This year the event will
support The Fallen Outdoors,
so don your Santa suits and
holiday apparel and come
on Saturday, December 10th,
starting at 5pm. New to the
event this year we will be
dashing through the snow on
a yellow school bus stopping
at 7 bars! And of course

ending with a Santa dance
party! They will have various
raffle and costume contests
along the way and plenty of
food and drink specials at
every stop to satisfy the
tastebuds of all the Santas
and elves participating! They
will be starting the bar crawl
at The Annex, and spreading
Christmas cheer all over
Gresham. The big yellow
sleigh will stop at Low Road,
Players Pub, Finkels, Dea’s
In & Out, Puff’s Pub, abd Mr.
J’s. The Fallen Outdoors
mission is to organize
outdoor adventures for
veterans past and present,

from every generation and
from all branches of the
military. Their aim is to
connect Soldiers, Airmen,
Sailors, and Marines with
like-minded individuals
along with teaching them a
skill and passion they can
continue for a lifetime.
Tickets · $15-$100 at
www.eventbrite.com/e/
460276408127.

Dec. 13—Reindeer in
Rockwood

Bring the whole family on
Tuesday, Dec. 13 from
3pm-6pm for the Reindeer at
Rockwood City Hall, 458 SE

185th Ave., Portland event.
The City will host a visit from
Santa Claus and his live
reindeer with complimentary
beverages by Autumn Coffee
Roasters. The whole family is
invited to bring their letters
for Santa and celebrate the
holidays with a little North
Pole magic. For information
about this event, contact
Sasha Konell at
Sasha.Konell@GreshamOreg
on.gov.

Dec. 17th—Photos w/
Santa @ Gerens

Geren’s Farm &
Landscape Supply, 33680 SE
Kelso Rd., Boring, will be
having an event on Saturday,
December 17th from 10am
to 2pm. Come bring the kids
and pets for an opportunity
for them to have their picture
taken with Santa.

Dec. 21—Shortest Day
Walkway in Sandy

Enjoy the lights in Meinig
Memorial Park, 17670
Meinig Ave., Sandy from
6pm to 7:30 pm on Wed.,
December 21st when they
hold Sandy’s Shortest Day
Walkway. Stop at all the City
of Sandy department booths
- crafts, games, and the
trolley. Hot chocolate and
cookies will be served from

the Sandy Chamber.

Dec. 28—Holiday
Happy Hour

Come to Meinig Park,
17670 Meinig Ave., Sandy,
on December 28th from 6pm
to 7:30pm for the Holiday
Happy Hour. Join them for a
21 years old & over walk
through the lighted park.
Enjoy a live DJ and get
pictures taken at the photo
booth (Gazebo). Hot Buttered
Rum, Hot Toddy and Tamales
available for purchase
(Gazebo). Donations gladly
accepted for the Sandy
Senior Center Nutrition
program. For more
information visit
www.cityofsandy.com.

Jan. 8 - Concealed
Firearms Permit Class

On January 8th, 2023, a
Concealed Firearms Permit
Class will be held at the
Motel 6 conference room,

1572 NE
Burnside in
Gresham.
The class
will be
taught by
Office Larry
Raglione, a
certifie
instructor.

The Concealed Firearms

Permit -
Utah, Arizona, or Florida,
costs $80. Oregon can be
added to this for an
additional $20. This permit is
good in up to 35 states. For
date and time, visit
www.2ndrightscfp.com. To
register call 503-781-6080
or go to www.2ndrights
cfp.com. This class is
sponsored by Costal Farm
and Ranch, Gresham.

Snow Cap & Gresham
Ford

Gresham Ford, your local
Oregon Ford Dealer with a
heart, invites you to help
stop hunger. They are having
a Fill-A-Bag Food Drive to
benefi Snow Cap. Log on to
www.snowcap.org/fill-a-b g
for a complete list of needs
and locations of events and
drop off sites. This food drive
runs through December.
Gresham Ford is located at
1999 E. Powell Blvd. in
Gresham.■

Do you have an event or
announcement that you would
like to share? Email your
information to info@hood-
viewnews.com. Please include
the key details such as date,
time, and place. (Not all sub-
missions can be published.)

Regular hours: Tues.-Fri. 10 - 6, Sat. 10 - 4

Dollys Pet Shoppe
Merry Christmas

• All Natural Pet Food
& Treats

• Coats & Sweaters
in stock

• Full Line of Pet
Supplies

We havea varietyofholidaypet items

Prov
idin

g

the
BES

T

for y
our

pets

sinc
e 20

05

38963 Pioneer Blvd., Sandy | 503.668.0346

�Continued from page 15
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“Wander, discover,
enjoy.”

Experience that classic downtown feeling locally.

and restaurantsUnique shops, cafes

OPEN: Wed-Sat 11-7, Sun 11-5
(503) 489-5631

126 N. MAIN ST., GRESHAM

danandersonkarate.com
LOCATED IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN GRESHAM

Integrity

503-665-8596 | 301 NE Roberts

Train with confidence.
Safety is our priority.

Martial Arts for All Ages – Kids thru Adults

37years!

Quality
Family

301 E. Powell Blvd. • Gresham • (503) 665-4158 • riegelmanns.com

OPEN: M-F 8:30-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4

57 YEARS IN
THE COMMUNITY

WE MEET OR BEAT
WAREHOUSE

AND CLUB
STORE PRICES!

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE

WE ALSO SERVICE
WHAT WE SELL, SO
YOU DON’T HAVE TO

DEAL WITH
STRANGERS
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LILA LEATHERS-FITZ (nee Skipper),
aged 85, passed away on Tuesday,
November 1st at Providence Hospital,
surrounded by dear family. She is at peace,
after an extended battle with pancreatic
cancer.

Lila was born on October 22, 1937 in
Raymondville, Texas, to her mother, Willie
(Long) Skipper, and father, Clay Skipper.
The family moved to Oregon in 1943, and
settled in the Sandy area.

Successfully business woman
Lila was a long-standing business owner

in the East County area. She owned and
operated a chain of gasoline stations in
Oregon, known as “Leathers Fuels.” Lila
was proud to work with her two children
most of her life, and is renowned for being
the first to work each day. She was always
beautiful, both inside and out, and will be
long remembered for her elegant appear-
ance and manner. Lila was a friend to all,
a counselor to most, and “mom” to many.

Active in the community and organizations
Beyond owning and developing her own

business, Lila was active in the local
community, and in the business commu-
nity as well. Among her many accomplish-
ments, Lila was the first woman president
of the Oregon Petroleum Fuel Marketers’
Association in 1990, President of the
Nat iona l Assoc ia t ion o f Texaco
Wholesalers in 1998, an Oregon Oil Heat
Commissioner, and President of the
Gresham Area Chamber of Commerce

(1986-87). She proudly sponsored a club
volleyball team in the Estacada area, the
“Locos”, for over 40 years.

Lila had many hobbies, including the
collection of antique ceramics. She held
a private pilot’s license most of her life,
was an accomplished markswoman, and
enjoyed travel. Lila was known for her
good taste in all things, and her meticu-
lous approach to her home and work. Lila
taught many of us the basics of the
“Skipper work ethic,” and set a standard
that is hard to match.

Lila extended dignity and acceptance
to everyone she met. You couldn’t know
Lila, and not want to be a better person.

Lila is survived in life by her husband,
Michael Fitz, her children Kathryn and
Brent, her three brothers, Bob, Jack, and
Art, and all of their spouses, and many other
precious relatives. Lila would want all of her
extended family, anyone who ever worked
for “Leathers”, and all her friends, to know
how much she loved them.

The memoria l service was held
Saturday, November 19th. The family also
asks that in lieu of flowers, consider a
contribution to the “Lila Skipper
Foundation” at Clackamas County Bank,
an organization which will fund scholar-
ship opportunities for students at Sandy
High School. HVN

Information provided by Aaron Randels.

Lila Leathers-Fitz remembered

Well-known wife, mother, and respected local businesswoman Lila Leathers-Fitz
passed away in early November after an extended battle with cancer. (Image
courtesy Leather’s Fuels.)

*Direct cremation (without ceremony) includes basic services of the funeral director and staff, transfer of remains to the funeral
establishment, refrigeration, service vehicle and cremation container. The crematory fee is included. Prices may vary based on
selections.
**Immediate burial (without any rites or ceremonies at the funeral home, graveside or elsewhere) includes basic services of the
funeral director and staff, refrigeration, transfer of remains to the funeral establishment, transportation of remains to the cemetery,
and service vehicle. Price quoted does not include any merchandise, such as casket, or cemetery property or services. Prices may
vary based on selections.

Direct cremation starting at

Call today and find out how to celebrate a life like
no other, beautifully and affordably.

Whether your family is in need of immediate service or
interested in planning ahead to lock in prices for tomorrow’s

needs, your Dignity Memorial® provider can help.

BATEMAN CARROLL
Funeral Home

520 Powell Blvd., Gresham
www.batemancarrollfunerals.com

A memorial service should be about memories,
NOT HIGH PRICES.

$1,910*
Immediate burial starting at $3,495**

503-665-2128
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OWN RENTALS?

503.388.5431

Call us today to discuss
your rental property

• We do the work, you get
peace of mind!

• Affordable – Call for info!
• Professional team to serve you
• New tenant screening
• Complete tenant management
• Rent collection
• Notices and evictions
• They call us, not you!

• We handle repairs and upkeep
• Keeping you compliant with
new laws and regulations.

AFFORDABLE, PROFESSIONAL

PROPERTYMANAGEMENT

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: kerrpropertiesinc.com

Get rid of the headaches

H O O DV I E W P E R S O N A L D E V E L O P M E N T

By MIKE WILEY
Publisher

A lmost every good business
has a “Standards and
Practices” policy or a

similar ethics policy. So do
nea r l y a l l p r o f e s s i ona l
organizations like law firms
and professional societies.

The “standards” part of
these policies define what the
business or organization
stands for, what its “standards”
are, its values and priorities.
The “practices” part of these
policies define the accepted
“practices” and sometimes
what is unacceptable. They
define how officers and
employees of a company, or
members of the professional
organization, are expected to
conduct themselves and carry
out their activities. For most
professional organizations,
their very existence is for the
purpose of upholding these
standards and practices in their
professional field with their
members.

If having clearly defined
“Standards and Practices” are
vital for every business and
organization, shouldn’t it also
be vital for each of us to define
our personal standards and
practices?

What are your standards?
In general, people spend too

much t ime focused on
correcting and criticizing what
they regard as the deficiencies
of others while ignoring their
own. Just look at social media.
However, it is important that
we examine ourselves before
we examine others.

Here are some key questions
to ask yourself: What are your
personal standards? What are
your core values? What are
your foundational personal
morals? What are your clear
personal boundaries, both for
yourself and for how you
allow others to relate to you?
What is really acceptable or
unacceptable to you?

It is vital for you to know
yourself, to truly understand
yourself. Have you ever taken
the time to really think about
these things, really thought
them through to the point
where you know yourself and
what your personal standards
are? Or have you allowed peer
pressure, the current popular
trends, or the culture of the
day define what your standards
are?

Let’s take one easy example,
profanity. What is your
standard on profanity? Some
trendy magazines have pro-
nounced profanity to be “cool”
and edgy. But, what’s your

standard? People evaluate you
by many things, but the way
you talk is one of the most
important ones. The use of
profanity has generally been
considered coarse and unap-

pealing. It repels people, even
if they don’t say anything
about it. Have you determined
what your standard is in regard
to profanity? Do you regularly
use profanity or is it a standard
in your life to avoid using
profanity?

What you take in affects you
Have you set your standards

in regard to the movies and
shows you are willing to watch
and the music you are willing
to listen to? If not, why not?
Everything matters and the
choices of what you expose
yourself to will affect you.

Do you have standards in
your personal grooming and
dress? Do you shower daily?
You only get one chance to
make a first impression.

What is your standard in
regard to your sexuality? Is
monogamy your standard? If
not, what is your standard and
howwill it benefit or harm you
in the long run?

Wi thou t good hea l t h ,
nothing else really matters.

Wha t i s y ou r s t a nd a r d
regarding what you eat and
drink and howmuch sleep you
get? Do you use tobacco?
Wha t i s y ou r s t a nd a r d
regarding drinking alcohol or
using other intoxicants? Do
you use them or abstain?

What are your standards for
friends? What do you expect?
What will you tolerate?

These are all personal
standards. It is important to
think through these issues, and
others, and come to a clear
understanding of yourself and
your standards in life. Maybe
you’ll find that you want to up
your standards game. What-
ever you do, don’t just follow
the crowd.

What are your practices?
How about your practices?

Do you have cons is ten t
practices across the key areas
of your life that will help you
uphold your personal stan-
dards and accomplish the most
important things in your life?

Remember, it’s never too
early or too late to start
establishing new standards
and practices. You will help
your children for a lifetime if
you help them develop good
standards and practices now.
You are also never too old to
start making the changes you
want to see in your own life.

Next issue, we will further
explore these areas. In the
meantime, it might be good to
take some time to think
through your own personal
standards. What are your non-
negotiables? Then, make sure
you are living up to them. ■

Mike Wiley is the publisher of
Hoodview News. For informa-
tion on having him speak to
your group,
or organiza-
tion, contact
him at pub-
lisher@hood-
v i e w n e w s
.com.

You must define your personal
standards and practices

You will help your
children for a
lifetime if you help
them develop good
standards and
practices now. You
are also never too
old to start making
the changes you
want to see in your
own life.
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Answer on page 23
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By NATHAN M. BEGLEY
Gresham Attorney

T he meltdown, like the rest
of Britney Spears’ life,
was painfully public.

Subjected to the voyeuristic
eye of the tabloid press, a
young woman’s worst mo-
ments were sensationalized;
first for profit, then for lever-
age in a custody battle, and
then for control of her career
and autonomy. We know how
the story went, of the songbird
in a gilded cage who fought
for over a decade to be al-
lowed to make her own deci-
sions and live her own life.
Until a recent documentary
covering the subject came out,
many people had no idea that
your rights can be taken away
from you so easily for such a
long time.

People were so horrified to
see what Britney Spears had
endured that they caused an
uproar great enough to spur
even the most glacial of
institutions into action. The
Oregon State Legislature
passed a law in 2021 to give
vulnerable people more
protection and legal represen-
tation in conservatorship hear-
ings.

Sometimes, conservatorships
are necessary to protect a person
who might have lost the ability

to make rational decisions.
However, once you’re in a
conservatorship, youmight never
get back out.

Have a good Estate Plan
A good Estate Plan

contemplates not just what will
happen after your death, but helps
to protect your dignity and
autonomy during your life as
well. One of the ways to avoid
the need for a conservatorship
is to create a Revocable Living
Trust that contemplates future
financial incapacity and allows
you to make decisions now to
give direction to your trustee in
the future. In a conservatorship,
one person “wears the crown”
and the other is deprived of that
power. For instance, Britney
Spears could not sign a contract
for herself, but her father could
sign her to a contract against her
will. In a trust, you keep your
“crown” and the trustee is acting
on your behalf and under your
direction. In a trust, there is no
judge involved and your private
matters are kept out of the public
record.

Keep your decision-making
All of us fortunate enough to

live so longwill need a little help
one day.

What none of us want is for
someone to “help” us by taking
away our decision-making power
before it’s absolutely necessary
to do so. The best way to ensure
you protect your dignity and

autonomy is to make decisions
ahead of time.We have a chance
today to put into place the tools
necessary to allow your loved
ones to support you tomorrow.
If you are concerned that you or
a loved one may be faced with
a loss of capacity in the future,
consult with an Estate Planning
Attorney today and put a plan in
place to protect your future.■

Attorney Nathan Begley is an
experienced probate, estate
planning and elder law attor-
ney in Gresham. He can be
reached by
phone at
( 5 0 3 )
492-4229. By
email at
nathan@wat-
sonlawgre-
sham.com.

The Triumph of Britney Spears

Nathan Begley
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w

Advance Directives

Conservatorships 

Guardianships

Power of Attorney

Probate 

Wills and Trusts

Estate Planning
Elder Law

Access to Justice
Starts Here!

Gresham Family & 
Bankruptcy Law

1217 NE Burnside St., 
Suite 204 
Gresham, Oregon 97030

Call Now (503) 492-4229

Britney Spears, 2013.

Photo
by

G
lenn

Francisofw
w
w.PacificProD

igital.com
,C

C
BY-SA

4.0
via

W
ikim

edia
C
om

m
ons

ALL YOUR GLASS NEEDS
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“Covering the entire east side!”

530 E. Powell, Gresham
503-667-0290

mthoodglass.com
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By GREG ROSEN
Humor Writer

B y now another Black
Fridayhas comeandgone.
I believe most people do

not like massive crowds while
shopping, I genuinely love it.
I went to Home Depot for hot
apple cider and donut holes,
Lowes for hot chocolate then
on to Coastal for coffee and
maple bars.

Christmas Budget - Now
accepting donations.

I would have loved to have
bought something, but I had to
use my Christmas cash for
other crazy expenses like gas
and food. My last stop on
black Friday was at Fred
Meyer. I hung around the sock
sale with my phone, patiently
waiting to get the next viral
video of some serious sock
fighting going on. Strangely, it
was not happening, so I
decided to find something else
to do. What do I like to do? I
love to put stuff in people’s
carts without their knowledge.
I know what you are thinking,
and I assure you I only put
things in carts of people I
know.

It really is an art to not get
caught.

As luck would have it, a
good friend was also shopping
at Fred Meyers that morning.
Not being one to miss an
opportunity, I slipped some-
thing into his cart without him
noticing. I then waited and
watched as he unloaded his
cart onto the conveyor
belt. When he found some-
thing he did not recognize, he
held it up to see what it was.
What I put in was Christmas
lingerie. It was bright red with

little hearts all over it, white
cotton balls were attached that
looked like mini snowballs, it
was sexy and very skimpy.
Since it was on a hanger, the
full 2-piece outfit was very
visible and it did not leave
anything to the imagination.
Everyone around him knew
what it was way before he
finally figured it out.

Being a friend of mine can be
challenging.

He was so embarrassed he
left the store without buying
anything. I felt bad about that,
so after I was able to control
my laughter, I caught up with
him in the parking lot and
apologized. He had a few
choice words for me, but
eventually I believe he did see
the humor in it. He even gave
me a brief smile after a few
minutes. I will call it a smile,
though it could have easily
been one of those looks you
give as you begin to plan your
revenge.

My wife refuses to play this
game with me

Knowing what I have in
mind for my friends, my wife
refuses to accompany me
Black Friday shopping. I really
wish my wife would get on
board with this. I think she
would be good at it. She has
such a cute and innocent face
that nobody would ever sus-
pect her of doing anything like
this. If she would only allow
me to teach her, what a team
we could be! I guess for now
I will just have to go solo.
After 30 years of marriage,
doing things solo happens a
little more often these days.■

Greg Rosen is a father,
Husband, Realtor, and humorist
writer for several major
newspapers.
Questions or
c o m m e n t s
can be sent to
grosen@paci-
f i c p i o n e e r
.com.

I Love Black Friday Shopping!

for KIDS

www.burnsfeed.com

29215 SE Orient Dr., Gresham • 503-663-3246

SANTA

HOURS: M-F 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun 10-4

BURNS FEED STORE

GreatGIFTIdeas!

GIFT
CARD

With this coupon. One gift card per purchase. Limit of one $15 Gift Card with this coupon. Gift
Card cannot be used on same day of purchase. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

Expires 12/31/22

15

CALL US
FOR

GREAT PR
ICING!

See our website for additional panel
profiles and products!

Quality Steel Buildings

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.
7:30-4:30

Your local metal roofing and siding supplier!

www.metallionindustries.com
40 yr. warranty paint *** 30+ colors available

CHOOSE YOUR SIZE
CUSTOMIZE YOUR DESIGN
CALL FOR QUOTE
PRE-ENGINEERED
STRUCTURES

850 NW Park Avenue, Estacada 503-630-7740 Fax 503-630-7770

(Image from stock)



22 December 2022HOODVIEWNEWS www.hoodviewnews.com

By KAREN JOHNSTON
All About Automotive

I f the Check Engine/Service Engine Soon
light is illuminated on your dash.The computer
of your vehicle is seeing an error that affects

the performance or the emission operation of
your vehicle. We recommend that you do NOT
take it to DEQ. The vehicle will fail the test and
it will be recorded in the vehicle history with
DEQ what the failure is.

The vehicles’ Power Train Control Module
(PCM) or Electronic Control Module (ECM)
performs ongoing tests of the different systems
of the vehicle while driving. These tests monitor
system readiness and completeness, if a system
fails it will signal a diagnostic trouble code
(DTC) and most of the time the vehicle check
engine light will illuminate on the dash. The
systems it tests are all emissions/performance
related and are listed below:
• Catalyst (CAT)
• Heated Catalyst
• Evaporative System (EVAP)
• Secondary Air System
• Oxygen Sensor (02)
• Oxygen Sensor Heater
• Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR) and/or
• Variable Valve Timing (VVT)

Failure has to be repaired
How this applies to DEQ is that if your vehicle

fails at DEQ, then the system it failed for has to
be repaired and it has to be driven enough
(multiple drive cycles) to have that system
reading ready and complete on the systems test
results stored in the computer or it will not pass.
If the vehicle has not failed at DEQ, then you
still need to repair that system in the vehicle to
take care of the problem that caused the DTC

so that it will not reset. But the system does not
need to read complete or ready to pass. A gas
vehicle from 1996-2000, and a diesel vehicle
from 1997-2008 can pass the DEQ Emissions
Test with two monitors reading unready or
incomplete. A gas 2001 & newer car, and a
diesel 2009 & newer can pass with one monitor
reading unready.

What this means as an example: If a repair is
performed on an EVAP system to get the system
monitor to read ready and complete it can take
anywhere from 50 to 1000 miles of driving to
get that test to run and complete. You also need
to make sure you keep the gas level between ¼
and ¾ of a tank or it will not run. There has to
be cold starts completed after up to eight hours
in between driving. Drive cycles can be lengthy
and complicated. We recommend that if you
have a Check Engine Light or Service Engine
Soon Light, have it diagnosed and repaired
BEFORE going to DEQ for the emissions test.
Happy Motoring! ■

Steve & Karen Johnston have
owned All About Automotive in
Gresham for 20 years. All About
Automotive can be reached at
503-465-2926.

Check engine light and DEQ test?
H O O DV I E W N E W S P E T SH O O DV I E W AU T O M OT I V E

Scams and holiday pet long-term costs
By SAM MAZZOTTA

PAW’S CORNER

Dear Paw’s Corner: I got scammed! I can’t
believe it. For decades, I’ve purchased specific
dog breeds from reputable breeders locally and
up to a few hundred miles away. But last year I
decided to purchase a dog from overseas,
specifically Europe, because I wanted a specific
breed and there were none available locally. I
paid out several thousand dollars to a scammer
who looked very legitimate online, and at the
end of the day, no dog ever arrived. I want to
warn other people who are thinking about buying
adog fromoverseas to be very careful. If something
seems too good to be true, it probably is. —
Heartbroken

DearHeartbroken: Thank you for sharing your
story. It will help somany other potential owners
to avoid pet-buying pitfalls.

Overseas pet-buying scams have increased
dramatically in the past few years — so much
so that such purchases, especially from Eastern
Europe, were banned temporarily. But scammers
don’t care about bans, and they’ll do anything
to get money from people who just want a pet.

If you haven’t done so yet, report the
scammer to authorities.

Dear Paw’s Corner: As the holiday season
approaches, many people are thinking about
adopting or purchasing a pet as a gift. Can you
remind readers that the cost of owning a pet can
be quite high? Unexpected pet care expenses
are one reason that pets wind up at shelters after
the holidays. — Carl W.

Dear Carl: You brought up this issue at the
perfect time, as many families start thinking

about and committing to getting a pet for
Christmas. Potential owners have a lot of things
to think about and discuss, and one big item is
the cost of owning a pet.

Bringing home a cat or dog from the shelter
can cost $1,200 to $1,800, a Geico Living post
reports. Adoption fees, the initial vet visit and
supplies are part of the upfront costs. Smaller
pets like hamsters and goldfish will cost about
$200 initially when a tank, cage and supplies
are factored in.

Then there’s the cost of continuing care.Acat
will cost at least $800 per year in litter, food,
toys, medical care and more. Dogs can cost
$1,500 per year or more, and if a professional
trainer is needed, that adds to the cost. And if
your pet gets sick, veterinary bills can be quite
expensive.

This is not to talk people out of owning a pet,
but to make them aware that a pet will impact
the household budget more than most new
owners expect. Know the upfront cost of a new
pet. Budget for the monthly and annual costs of
keeping a pet healthy and happy. Minimize
financial surprises and you can focus fully on
your pet.■

Send comments, questions, or tips to ask@ paws
corner.com. © 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

139NW2ndSt. • Gresham

*Includes: Timing Belt Replacement, Water pump Replacement (if behind or driven by timing 
belt), Hydraulic Tensioner Replacement (if applicable), Inspect Camshaft and Crankshaft Seals, 
Inspect Accessory Belts, Inspect Pulleys and Idlers, New Coolant Installed if Needed. Expires:

January 15th, 2023

Visit ourwebsite

NOW OPEN in Boring!

www.lorienguitar.com

• LGR Refurbished Instruments
• Factory Refurbished
• Instruments with character
• Le�-handed Instruments

28163 SE Hwy 212, Boring • 503-766-3502

Need a Great Gi� at a Great
Price? We Have Guitars,
Amps, Ukuleles,
Accessories & More
Refurbished
and New
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JARED TJADEN
Financial Advisor

T o achieve your financial
security, and that of your
family, you will need to

create a comprehensive strategy.
But for this strategy to succeed,
you’ll need to guard it from
various challenges — and that
means you’ll need to build in
different layers of protection.

What are these challenges –
and what types of protection
can be used to defend against
them? Consider the following:

• Challenge #1: Protecting
your ability to reach your
goals – To achieve your long-
term goals, such as a comfort-
able retirement, you’ll need to
build adequate financial
resources. And that means
you’ll need to create an
investment portfolio that’s
suitable for your objectives,
risk tolerance and time hori-
zon. And you’ll need to keep
your long-term goals in mind
when adjusting your portfolio
during times of volatility.

• Challenge #2: Protecting
your family’s future if you're
not around – Hopefully, you
will live a long life and always
be around to support your
family. But the future is not
ours to see – and if something
were to happen to you, how
would your family cope? Their
chances could be much better
if you have adequate life
insurance. Proper coverage
could help pay off your
mor tgage , pay for your
children’s higher education
and allow your family to
continue its lifestyle.

• Challenge #3: Protecting

your income should you
become temporarily disabled
– If you were to become ill or
temporarily disabled and
could not work for a while, the
disruption in your income
could jeopardize your family’s
living situation, or, at the least,
lead to an inability to pay bills
in a timely fashion. To protect
against this threat, you may

want to consider adding
disability insurance. Your
employer may offer a short-
term disability policy as an
employee benefit, but it may
be insufficient, either in
duration or in amount of
coverage, so you might want
to look at a private policy.

• Challenge #4: Protecting
your long-term investments
from short-term needs – Life
is full of unexpected expenses
– a major car repair, a new
furnace, a large bill from the
dentist, and so on. If you did
not have the money available
to deal with these costs, you
might be forced to dip into your
long-term investments, such
as your IRA or 401(k). Taking
money from these accounts

earlier than you intended could
incur taxes and penalties, and,
even more importantly, could
reduce the amount of money
you have available for retire-
ment. To help protect these
investments from short-term
needs for cash, try to build an
emergency fund containing
three to six months’ worth of
living expenses, with the
money kept in cash or a liquid
account.

• Challenge #5: Protecting
your financial independence
– You would probably do all
you could to avoid ever
becoming a burden to your
grown children – which is why
it’s so important to maintain
your financial independence
throughout your life. One
potential threat to this
independence is the need for
some type of long-term care,
such as an extended nursing
home stay, which can be
extremely expensive. A finan-
cial professional can suggest
protection strategies to help
you prepared for these types of
costs.

It can be challenging to
keep your financial strategy
intact – so do whatever it takes
to protect it.■

Jared A. Tjaden is a Financial
Advisor with Edward Jones. He
can be reached at
503-668-1070. This article
was written by Edward Jones
for use by
your local Ed-
ward Jones
Financial Ad-
visor. Edward
Jones, Mem-
ber SIPC.

Add layers of protection to
your financial strategy

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  

FDIC-insured

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/22/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Financial Advisor

38750 Proctor Blvd 
Sandy, OR 97055 
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Tillers, Thatchers, Aerators, Tractors,
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503-668-5915

22017 SE Stark St.
Gresham at 12 mile corner At intersection of Orient & Kelso Rd.
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offer a short-term

disability policy as an
employee benefit, but it
may be insufficient,

either in duration or in
amount of coverage, so
you might want to look
at a private policy.
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By LESLIE PARKER
Health Insurance Agent

W elcome to winter! I hope you are getting
used to the colder temperatures.

This has been a busy fall. I have
talked to so many clients this fall regarding their
health insurance needs. One issue that has come
up is access to primary care doctors. If you are
wanting to change primary care doctors in the
next few months, please do your homework.
Some practices are not taking new patients as
they deal with a high level of current patients.
I am hoping this is a wave, and if we wait this
situation will improve later this year.

We finish up theMedicareAnnual Enrollment
period on Wednesday, December 7. I want to
remind you of another Medicare enrollment
period that begins in January. The Open
Enrollment Period starts January 1 –March 31st.
This enrollment period is mainly restricted to
members on a Medicare Advantage plan that
find their plan is not working how they had
hoped and need to make one more election. This
helps to make sure members are in the right plan
for the 2023 benefit year. Medicare limits the
amount of advertising for this period, so we
hopefully won’t see the volume of TV
commercials that we see now.

Get your rewards
I also want to remind members who are part

of an Advantage plan to make sure they check
their benefits for extra dollars. Many plans give
members gift cards for doing routine care, such
as a flu shot, yearly exam, or preventative
testing. The gift cards can range in value from
$10-$20. Be sure to check your plan so you can
participate and get your rewards.

If you are changing plans this year, I highly
recommend signing in and opening an online
account with your new insurance company. The
portals can help you search for in-network
doctors, dentists, chiropractors and acupunctur-
ists, as well as give you more information on
your plan benefits.

For individuals who are looking to purchase
a plan on Healthcare.gov, they have until
December 15th to sign up for a plan that will be
effective as of January 1. If you miss the
December 15th deadline, you can still apply
through January 15th, but your effective date
won’t be until February 1. If you are an existing
client, please make sure to update your income
before the end of the year so your tax credits
will be accurately calculated and you get the
best premium price for your plan.

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season.
☺■
Leslie Parker is the owner of
Health Benefits 411, a Medicare
advisor and licensed health
insurance agent for over 10 years.
Her web site is healthbenefits411
.com. She can be reached at
503-891-5793

Check for expanded benefits
H O O DV I E W MED I C A R E

By D.B. HAVERFORD
Humor Writer

I ’ve got a beef with The Elf
on the Shelf.

When I first saw him,
being all adorable and bringing
Christmas cheer and Yuletide
joy to children on Pinterest
and Facebook, I thought Elf on
the Shelf was a fantastic idea
and was lulled into a false
sense of security by these
pictures of smiling children
and parents all enjoying their
new family tradition. I should
have inspected these pictures
more closely and realized that
all these parent’s houses were
perfectly clean and nobody
was wearing sweatpants. That
should have been a warning
that this particular tradition
wasn’t for us.

A tired elf
I told my child that we

would be getting another visit
from Elf on the Shelf this year,
only to be informed by my
delighted child that she was so
excited to see what sort of
trouble her little Elf was going
to get into. Apparently the
name Elf on the Shelf is a great
big lie, because the Elf does
not sit on the shelf as the name
would imply, but magically
wakes up each night to go
cause mischief around your
house. So not only do I have
to remember every night to go
place the Elf somewhere new
and creative in the house, I
now have to create more
messes that I will have to clean
up later.

In the past, our Elf some-
times was very tired and chose
to stay in the same place for a
day or two. I already have little
people running aroundmaking
messes in my home. Now the

inventors of Elf on a Shelf are
making me do it.

Also, not to complain, but
these things are like $40, and
they have like 10,000 acces-
sories that are all more

adorable then the last. There is
an Elf’s giant fluffy dog for
like $50, that will also require
you to voluntarily wake up in
the middle of the night and
“play dolls” and create random
messes throughout your house.

Elf goes missing?
The Elf on the Shelf also

seems to go missing every
year. I don’t know if he
actually goes back to the North
Pole like the story says or if I
have stored him and can’t find
the box, but I have bought like
three of these dang things for
fear I will ruin Christmas.

Spy for Santa?
Speaking of fear, my

daughter was told that the Elf
is some kind of Santa Spy and
will report any bad behavior
directly to the bigman himself.
This is something I thought
would make things more
peaceful around the house.
Nope. . . she acc identa l ly
dropped her plate and immedi-
ately looked over and saw
Fernando (that’s our Elf ’s
name) and burst into tears
begging him not to tell Santa.

We parents just keep adding
more and more to our plates to
make Christmas as special as
possible… sigh. What can I
say? I love Christmas, but not
the Elf.■

D.B. Haverford is the pen name
of an Oregon humor writer.

My beef with “Elf on the shelf”
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MEDICARE • SMALL GROUP • INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY

HEALTHBENEFITS411.COM

LESLIE PARKER
Licensed Agent in OR/WA

@HEALTHBENEFITS411

503.891.5793503.891.5793

Hi there,

I am a licensed health insurance 
agent in Oregon & Washington.

Which Medicare plan you choose 
is a big deal. I can guide you on 
benefits and help find the 
right plan for you!

Not sure which Medicare Not sure which Medicare 
plan is right for you?plan is right for you?

$10 OFF

6,500
Guns in Stock

1595 E. Powell Blvd. • (503) 492-6999
Keith’s Sporting Goods

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Ammunition • Shotguns • Rifles • Law Enforcement

Concealed Handgun
Classes

Monday - Friday: 10am-6pm • Saturday: 9am-5pm • Closed Sunday’s

Over

Onyour next firearmpurchasewhen youmention this ad!

Speaking of fear,
my daughter was
told that the Elf is
some kind of Santa
Spy and will report
any bad behavior
directly to the big

man himself.
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36840 SE Industrial Way, Suite B, Sandy

503.668.1300

BlueBird Dentistry

Dr. Russell Bird • Welcoming New Patients
• Check-ups
• Sleep Dentistry Available

• Single-visit crowns
• Open Fridays
• Emergency? Call us!

Across Hwy 26 from Grocery
Outlet at the light.
Turn left at the 1st driveway.

Scan the code
to go to our site!

http://sandyordentist.com

Hey, you
scaredy
cats!

We offer
sleep

dentistry!

The Case for Straightening Teeth
By Russell Bird, DMD

Bluebird Dentistry

W hen we think of the
ideal smile, or dentition
aswe call it in the trade,

we think “white” and we think
“straight.” But the brightest
teeth that suffer fromprotrusion,
rotation or other causes of
misalignment still aren’t as
lovely as they could be. If
straightness takes top priority,
though, there’s an even greater
reason to seek orthodontic help:
strength. Sure, the side-effect
of straight teeth is that they are
beautiful—but that isn't why
we do it.

Why “Crooked” Is More than
Cosmetic

When your jaw or teeth
don’t line up well, it shows.
But what you can’t see is the
loss of an effective bite mech-
anism. Suppose you have
brand-new tires and wheel
rims on your car, but the
alignment is out of whack. It
may look great, but the tires
will wear out faster. So it goes
with your oral components.

When tooth crowding or
rotation interfere with a
smooth bite, the life of your
teeth is at risk. The affected
area is more prone to chipping,
cracking, and decay, and
esthetics suffer. Many times,
we have to remove crowded
teeth just to be able to treat
cavities or diseased gum
tissue. Adults with persistent
straightness issues can turn to
braces to improve bite strength
and precision, and enjoy the
nice side-effect of a more
beautiful smile.

What Looks “Straight” Might
Not Be

If your front teeth look
straight from the front but lean

forward in the mouth, their
position is weaker than the
norm, and the jaw must work
harder to do its job. Protruding
teeth can experience greater
wear or injuries, and the body
migh t compensa te wi th
involuntary tooth grinding,
making the situation worse.

This strain on the temporo-
mandibular joint (TMJ) often
results in headaches, joint
pain, and even trouble talking
or chewing. Add greater
difficulty in cleaning your
teeth, and you may be locked
in an uncomfortable and un-
sightly syndrome. The good
news is that braces and jaw
exercises can relieve this
condition and restore better
function to your jaws and
teeth, as well as reduce in-
stances of tooth decay.

Consider orthodontics the
“wheel alignment” for an
imperfect bite. Just as better
mechanical function preserves

the life of your tires, address-
ing underlying causes for
crooked dentition gives you a
brighter oral future, while
showing off those pearly
whites. The moral of the story
is that braces make teeth beau-
tifully aligned, but the main
goal is healthy teeth that are
easy to maintain.■

Russell Bird DMD of Blue Bird
Dentistry in Sandy, Oregon,
brings over a decade of
professional expertise and love
for the local
community
to dental
care for chil-
dren and
adults. Dr.
Bird y su
personal hablan español y dale
bienvenidos a gente de todos
origines. Contact: (503)
668-1300; sandyordentist.com;
https://www.facebook.com/
BlueBirdDentistry/
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What happened to the altar call?
By MYSTERY MOUNTAIN

MINISTER

I f you ever “got saved,” or
“accepted Christ,” have
been “born again,” chances

are it was when you responded
to an “altar call,” an invitation
by a preacher, pastor, or
evangelist. The Altar Call got
its start when Peter called for
sinners to repent and trust
Christ on the Day of Pentecost
and 3,000 people responded
(Acts 2:38-41). It has been a
key part of the Christian
ministry ever since. Not
everyone comes to Christ this
way, of course, but during the
heyday of post-WWII evangel-
icalism, led by the example of
Billy Graham Crusades, altar
calls were a consistent and
expected part of most evangel-
ical church services. They
contributed directly to many
revivals.

Many forms
The invitation was usually

at the end of the meeting and
took different forms. It might
be an invitation to raise one’s
hand. It might be the full
“Billy Graham” request to
come down to the altar.
However it was done, most
evangelical churches extended
an invitation nearly every

service for the unsaved to
respond to the Gospel mes-
sage.

Until they didn’t.
In recent years, the altar call

has astonishingly drifted out
of fashion. Maybe it was
because fewer people were
responding and altar calls
were going barren. Maybe
believers had stopped inviting
new people to church. Maybe
it was a lack of concern for the
eternal fate of the lost? Maybe
a combination of those factors.
Who knows for sure?

However, one thing seems
clear, many churches today
don’t regularly offer an
invitation for the unsaved to
accept Christ. How sad and
tragic. How many people lose
the opportunity to turn to
Christ when all it would have
taken was a simple, heartfelt
invitation?

A call to decision, to meet God
The altar call is important

because it is a call to decision,
an eternal decision. It is a vital
part of evangelism and the
Christian faith.

The altar call declares the
belief that there is a supernat-
ural element at the root of the
Christian faith. It affirms that
the person who responds to
the altar call will meet God,

that they will experience a
new spiritual birth, that they
will change their eternal
destiny from eternal death to
eternal life.Altar calls bring an
expectation of the touch of
God, of the miraculous taking
place in the here and now.

When altar call is neglected
When the al tar cal l i s

neglected, church can become
little more than a dusty gather-
ing places for dry sermons that
don’t connect, don’t convict,
and don’t convert. They can
become places for old people to
gather and “remember when.”

However, the Christian faith
is an evangelical faith, an out-
reaching faith. You can’t truly
believe it without wanting to
share it and spread it.

A call to restart the altar call
Let me give my own call to

decision: If you are a
pastor/minister/preacher and
you haven’t been giving
regular altar calls, perhaps it’s
time to start them again, even
if it takes a while for people to
begin to respond. Revivals can
start that way.■

Mystery Moun-
tain Minister
lives near Mt.
Hood.

Blowing up, getting along

PROCLAIM CHRIST: Christ paid the Penalty

PROCLAIM CHRIST: Christ paid the Penalty

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8

1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also died for sins once for
all, the just for the unjust, so that He
might bring us to God, having been
put to death in the flesh, but made

alive in the spirit.
1 Peter 3:18
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By following the daily
reading schedule
below, in a year you will
read through the Old
Testament once, the
New Testament,
Psalms, and Proverbs
twice.

FAITH TOOLS
READ THRU THE BIBLE

Few things will help you grow in the Christian life like
Bible memorization. Cut out the verses to the left and
keep them with you. Say the reference before and after
each verse. There will be two new verses each month.
Memorize the new ones, review the old. The series will
follow the well-known Navigators Topical Memory
System.
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their home to rent out the
larger land as an investment
into their foundation’s future
success.

“[From] the day I talked to
our landlord, [to] the day we
moved was less than six
weeks,” said Hardesty, adding
that the decision was made
after a lot of prayer. “It’s so
evident now that this is exactly
where we needed to be.”

Since moving into the new
space, they’ve hosted the
Sandy Police Department’s
National Night Out, an event
that raised $3,000 for the
department’s holiday “Shop
With a Cop” program.

They’ve also made friends
and connections that continue
to invigorate the community.

A priceless impact on others
Six months ago, Jamie

Alton was driving down the
highway when she spotted
signs for D31’s parkour
classes. It was exactly what
her son had been looking for,
so she took a chance and
enrolled him in classes.

“He absolutely loved it, and
he adored Tristan,” saidAlton.
“Tristan pushed himself, and
(my son) saw Tristan fall and
get back up. I think that
motivates him to do that in life
as well.”

What Alton didn’t expect
was to experience how far D31
Be Bold extended beyond
parkour classes. She was taken
aback by how above and
beyond Hardesty went for the
students and families in the
community.

“She’s really a great person
that is very humble and wants
to help everybody and any-
body in whatever way she
can,” said Alton, adding that
she’s noticed many of the
camps are donation based so
that anyone can attend. “They
didn’t want to say ‘no’ to
anybody.”

Chelsea Stark’s son ended
up at a D31 Be Bold bingo
event by chance when he
attended the event with a
friend. He came home with a
free parkour gift card and was
excited to give it a try after
seeing the sport on YouTube.
In the past, when Stark had
looked to find a lesson, they

were all too expensive.
When her son attended the

D31 class, he fell in love with
it. Through gaining sponsor-
ships and soliciting donor
funds, Hardesty works to
make sure everyonewhowants
to participate can keep coming
back.

“It’s nice to have someone
in the community that looks
out for other people,” said
Stark. “She always made sure
that he could go, no matter
what. That really means a lot
to me. She does a lot for our
community. I wish there were
more people like her.”

Stark has seen the effect of
the Hardesty’s kindness on her
son in ways she couldn’t have
imagined.

“I noticed a huge difference
in him when he was doing it
through the summer,” said
Stark. “He was happier, he was
excited to go, and he was
excited to spend time over
there with Tristan and the
other kids.”

Serving the community
The future for D31 Be Bold

continues to evolve. Hardesty
said the family’s ultimate goal
leaves a lot of room for growth
in many directions. Recently,
they’ve partnered with non-
profits and other organizations
to help the community
through public service, nutri-
tional classes, and even help

with vehicle repair services.
“We want to bring hope to

the community, and that can
look like a million different
things, and it has lately,” said
Hardesty.

This year they have held
four events to raise funds for
ShopWithACop, a nationally
known program that provides
an opportunity for police
officers to engage young
people in a positive environ-
ment and helps build relations
with community members that
are unable to afford kid’s
school clothing and holiday
gifts due to financial restraints.

When Hardesty looks back
on how she got here, she
credits the roughest past
moments in life for shaping a
present and future that she’s

excited about.
“God can take any kind of

ashes and make them beauti-
ful,” said Hardesty. “Our
situation could have been way
worse. He used that moment
to slow our family down,
refocus our priorities, and
remind us how critical it is that
we are here to serve the people
around us and acquaintances.”

The D31 Be Bold is a
501(c)3 non-profit, so dona-
tions may be tax deductible.
The organization is always in
need of volunteers and spon-
sors. Anyone interested in
helping the organization can
reach out through the organi-
zation’s website: www.d31be-
bold.com. They urge potential
volunteers to identify their
specific skill sets, as they’re on

the hunt for people who are
good at building or like doing
arts and crafts.

“Our service projects al-
ways seem to requi re
somebody who can use a
hammer,” laughed Hardesty.

When it comes to what’s
next for the family, Hardesty
is determined to let faith guide
the way.

“Hold your own plans
loosely,” she said. “That’s
what we have done and the
Lord has been able to do so
much more than if we had
continued to shove our way
down a path that we wanted
versus being willing to divert
a little bit.” HVN.

Nikki Davidson is a freelance
writer.

The First Annual D31 Be Bold Jam in 2021. Kids from around the county came to learn
from the elite national Parkour team for a fun-filled day. (Photo courtesy D31 Be Bold.)
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Amy Hardesty: D31
�Continued from page 6

“She’s really a great
person that is very
humble and wants to
help everybody and
anybody in whatever

way she can.”
—Jamie Alton speaking

of Amy Hardesty
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