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Publisher’s PERSPECTIVE

REMEMBERING ROBERT, AGAIN

Sandy High’s Jennalee Nail was told 
there wasn't enough money for a girls 

flag football team. She decided to 
make it happen anyway, leading to a 

historic first season.
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Remembering Robert, again
I always think of Robert in the summer-

time. Several years ago, while I was 
doing research for a summer story on 

homelessness in Gresham, I kept remem-
bering Robert. 

I met Robert many years ago when I 
was on staff at a large church in downtown 
Portland. In the summer, sometimes we 
would have our Sunday evening services 
outside, on the side yard of the church. 
Everyone sat on the grass. Once, I saw a 
homeless man come and sit toward the 
back. After the service, I went over and 
introduced myself. He told me his name. 
Robert. He was dressed the part. He had 
on a large green army great coat and had 
a big backpack with a bed roll on top.

He was balding and I guessed him to 
be in his early 30s. His forehead was 
marked by many scars. I didn’t ask him 
about the scars and he never told me how 
he had gotten them.

In talking with him, it was clear that he 
had a mental handicap of some kind. It 
was also clear that he did not have a drug 
or alcohol addiction. He told me that he 
was in Portland for the summer.

I felt a connection with Robert. He 
attended church services fairly regularly, 
always hanging at the back. My wife and 
I were concerned about him and so we 
asked him to stay with us at our house for a 
couple of nights. He seemed to appreciate 
it, but eventually told us that he preferred 
just to be out on his own.

I still kept an eye on him, but he 
appeared to manage pretty well, never 
seeming to really need much. He also 
appeared to know many of the other 
homeless people and it looked like they 
watched out for one another.

A travel routine by the seasons
Robert also seemed to have a travel rou-

tine he would follow each year. Portland 
appeared to be his summer destination.

I was curious about how Robert came 

to be homeless. After some gentle ques-
tions, I was able to find out that he grew 
up in California and that his father was a 
well-known psychologist there. However, 
Robert seemed to be reluctant to say much 
more, so I let it go.

About the middle of September, Robert 
was suddenly gone. I hoped he was OK. 
However, the next year, around the end of 
June, Robert appeared again. He remem-
bered me and our friendship resumed, until 
around September, when he was simply 
gone again. I started to look for him each 
year about the end of June.

Then, one summer, he didn’t show up. 
I was a little concerned, but figured he 
had just found a different place to stay. 
However, when he didn’t show up the next 
year either, I began to be more concerned.

A poignant phone call
I thought that maybe I could reach his 

father, since I knew that he was a doctor in 
California. I called telephone information 
and asked for a doctor’s office with that 
last name. They didn’t have a business 
number, but they did have that name at a 
private residence. So, I called it.

A woman answered, and when I asked 

for the doctor, she told me he could not 
come to the phone. She seemed distant 
and a little sad. I described Robert and 
asked if Robert was the doctor’s son. She 
said he was.

I told her who I was and my connection 
with Robert.

As we talked, she warmed up a little. It 
turned out that the doctor, Robert’s father, 
couldn’t come to the phone because he 
had dementia. She had been his assistant 
during his years of practice and was now 
his care-taker.

I asked if she knew how Robert was 
doing. She hesitated a little. Finally, she 
told me that Robert had been killed. He 
had been walking along a highway in 
California at night when he was struck 
by a vehicle. The driver hadn’t stopped.

She also told me a little about Robert’s 
background. Robert had a form of epilepsy. 
The many scars on his forehead came from 
banging his head when he had seizures. 
She said that Robert’s parents had cared 
deeply for him. However, beginning in his 
early teenage years, he had wanderlust. 
He just liked to go off on his own and 
travel around. 

Despite their efforts to keep Robert at 
home and close to treatment for his illness, 
whenever he had a chance, he would set 
out and travel. As he got into his twenties, 
his travels took him further and further 
until he was traveling constantly, up and 
down the west coast with the seasons.

Finally, Robert’s family came to accept 
that that’s what Robert wanted.

I don’t know how many other lives 
Robert touched, but I know that he touched 
mine.

This summer, I remember you, Robert, 
again. HVN
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Community Report — Bess Wills, CEO Gresham Ford & local leader

The road to being the best…
By BESS WILLS
CEO, Gresham Ford 

Ford’s journey to becoming the No. 1 
Mainstream Brand in initial quality 
offers Oregon an important lesson: 

Improvement begins by honestly con-
fronting what is not working.

Ford has not always been No. 1 in 
quality. Its leadership understood that 
rebuilding quality would require more 
than promises or a clever advertising 
campaign. It meant listening to customers, 
studying failures, addressing recalls, and 
examining every detail that could make 
the next vehicle better. Progress came 
from identifying root causes and fixing 
thousands of small problems—one at 
a time.

Oregon should consider taking the 
same approach.

State faces serious challenges
Our state faces serious challenges 

in education, taxation, homelessness, 
public safety, and affordability. Yet too 
often, our response has been another 
program, another tax, or another sweeping 
announcement. Good intentions matter, 
but results matter more. If the same 
approaches are not improving people’s 

lives, leadership must be willing to 
acknowledge that and change direction.

CAT: Not listening carefully enough?
The Corporate Activity Tax is one 

example. Oregon voters rejected a sim-
ilar proposal, but the Legislature later 
approved the CAT. Regardless of one’s 
political position, leaders should ask 
whether they listened carefully enough to 
voters and whether the tax is producing the 
promised results without creating unin-
tended costs for businesses and consumers.

Ford did not improve by running from 
criticism. It improved by embracing 
accountability, listening closely, measur-
ing outcomes, and doing the difficult work 
of correcting problems at their source.

Oregon can become stronger too. But 
first, we must be honest about where we 
stand, leaders must listen to the people 
they serve and focus less on big statements 
and more on getting the small—but essen-
tial—things right.  
Then Oregon too, 
may get the awards 
and recognition for 
being the best. n

Bess Wills is the CEO 
of Gresham Ford.

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L U M N S

Honoring America at 250

George Washington addresses his 
troops before a key battle

George Washington addressed his troops before the key Battle of Long Island — 
“The time is now near at hand which must probably determine whether Americans 

are to be freemen or slaves. Whether they are to have any property they can call 
their own — whether their Houses and Farms are to be pillaged and destroyed 
and they consigned to a State of Wretchedness from which no human efforts will 
probably deliver them. The fate of unborn millions will now depend, under God, 
on the courage and conduct of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves 
us no choice but a brave resistance or the most abject submission. That is all we 
can expect. We have therefore to resolve to conquer or die.” n

These vignettes are published to honor the United States of America in the year of 
the 250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

Clackamas County Commission Report — Commissioner Ben West

DSA’s Shockwave: How radical 
socialists are reshaping Oregon’s 

political future
By BEN WEST

Clackamas County Commissioner, Position 5

In recent years, the Democratic Social-
ists of America (DSA) have become 
a powerful and controversial force 

in Oregon’s political landscape. Once 
considered a fringe movement, the DSA, 
through its radical platform and energized 
base, now shapes policies and elections 
across the state, particularly in Portland. It 
is prudent to take stock of the DSA’s rapid 
ascent, the extremity of its platform, its 
growing influence within 
Oregon politics, and the 
implications for the state’s 
future.

Radical program
The DSA’s current 

platform features a wide 
array of transformative 
and anti-Western pro-
posals. Key elements 
include ending all bills 
for residents, establishing 
fully publicly run food, 
housing, healthcare, and 
transportation systems, 
and nationalizing all major 
corporations and essential 
industries. The organi-
zation also champions 
drafting a new consti-
tution, eliminating the 
Department of War, and providing rep-
arations for slavery. The platform planks 
call for universal access to abortion and 
gender-affirming care, including for chil-
dren, funded by taxpayers. In addition, the 
DSA advocates for canceling all student 
loan debt, offering unlimited free higher 
education, and abolishing the police 
and prison systems. Further proposals 
include ending deportations, granting 
amnesty to undocumented immigrants, 
and adopting a complete open-border 
policy. Finally, the DSA seeks to abolish 
the US Presidency, Supreme Court, and 
Senate, signaling a push for a funda-
mental restructuring of the nation’s core 
government institutions. These plans are 
dangerous and revolutionary in nature, 
seeking to bring about an unachiev-
able utopia but, in reality, a dystopian 
nightmare.

The national leadership of the DSA is 
dominated by self-avowed communists, a 
fact that has fueled both their ideological 
zeal and the concerns of their critics. 
The DSA has become the base of the 
Democratic Party’s progressive wing, and 

its political power is on the rise. Locally, 
Portland has emerged as a stronghold 
for the DSA. Half of the Portland City 
Council is composed of DSA members 
and their progressive allies, a testament 
to the group’s organizational prowess 
and grassroots mobilization.

Primary further cemented influence
The recent May 2026 primary further 

cemented the DSA’s influence, adding to 
their ranks in Salem. In Senate District 
15, longtime Democratic incumbent State 

Sen. Janeen Sollman lost 
her seat to DSA candidate 
Myrna Muñoz. In House 
District 27, DSA candi-
date Tammy Carpenter, 
who was caught up in 
allegations of antisemi-
tism due to her political 
activism and controver-
sial social media posts, 
won her race. DSA can-
didates also succeeded 
in re-electing Farrah 
Chaichi. These victories 
underscore the DSA’s 
growing appeal among 
voters and its ability to 
challenge more moderate 
or traditional Democratic 
candidates.

Balance of power 
shifted leftward

While the political far right in Oregon 
also has its share of figures with extreme 
ideologies, these individuals and factions 
wield little power or real influence within 
the state. The balance of power has deci-
sively shifted leftward, with the DSA’s 
radical platform setting the agenda for 
Oregon’s political future.

The rise of the DSA in Oregon rep-
resents a profound transformation in the 
state’s politics. Whether one views the 
DSA’s influence as a necessary corrective 
to decades of inequality or as a dangerous 
turn toward authoritarian collectivism, 
its impact is undeniable. As the DSA 
continues to amass power, Oregon stands 
as a bellwether for the future of progres-
sive—and perhaps radical—politics in 
America. n

Ben West has been a 
Clackamas County 
Commissioner 
since 2023 and was 
formerly a Wilsonville 
city councilor.

Finally, the 
DSA seeks to 

abolish the US 
Presidency, 

Supreme Court, 
and Senate, 
signaling a 
push for a 

fundamental 
restructuring 
of the nation’s 

core government 
institutions. 

EDITOR’S NOTE ON COMMUNITY COLUMNS
Community Columns is a public service of  Hoodview News to give readers an opportunity 

to hear directly from elected officials and other community leaders. Submission of  a 
column does not imply that the columnist endorses or supports the publishers of  Hoodview 
News, Hoodview News, Inc., advertisers, other contributors, or editorial opinions expressed 

herein. Similarly, publication of  a Community Column by Hoodview News does not imply 
endorsement of  the columnist or their views by the publishers, Hoodview News, advertisers, 

other columnists, or contributors. HVN

“Without the right of dissent, all of the newspapers, magazines 
and broadcast agencies would be grinding out government 

pap... When your rights are gone, it makes very little difference 
to the prisoner exactly who it was that threw away the key.”  

— Former Oregon Governor Tom McCall” 
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Sandy Community Update — Carl Exner

Sandy city council elections coming up
By CARL EXNER

Former Sandy city councilor

I ts important to be involved in your 
community. Even if it is just going to 
your church, or spending a few dollars 

buying an elephant ear at the Mountain 
Festival. But this month you have another 
opportunity to be a critical part of your city. 
This is the year that we elect (or re-elect) 
our mayor and three members of the City 
Council in Sandy. To be eligible to run 
for one of these positions, you must live 
inside the city’s boundary and be at least 18 
years old. This is the kind of participation 
that has been guiding cities like ours for 
generations. It’s the American way. 

Sandy strategically placed
As a former City Councilman for 14 

years and a planning commissioner the pre-
vious five years, I have seen the city grow 
into a crucial community, strategically 
placed between Gresham and the mountain. 
We have many big issues that need close 
scrutiny and wise thinking. The folks on 
this Council are the key individuals that 
have the responsibilities to represent all 
the rest of us in these matters. They must 
balance between the ridiculous and the 
prudent, to limit spending and direct the 
commitment of our city resources in the 
best possible way. 

Decisions on sewer problem
Here are a few of the big issues that you 

would be deciding on as a city councilor 
or mayor. The sewer program for Sandy 
is the biggest money expenditure ever 
for Sandy. We are talking about more 
than $100 million out of our pocket 
books. We have been through several 
iterations  already, but still need to find a 
quick but economical solution. Another 
heady project is to finally get commer-

cial construction happening on those 
beautiful grassy acres in west Sandy 
along the new Bell Street road near the 
high school. When we committed to 
supporting that city expenditure we were 
betting on quick private construction 
of commercial businesses to offset the 
money we spent there. It hasn’t happened 
yet. You also get to hear from those less 
impactful but no less important issues 
from your neighbors, like dog fights, 
sign rules and not to forget the city’s 
two-year budget. Here you get to decide 
how much and where you’re going to 
spend all our tax dollars. 

Maybe you are the one to run
I hope I got several of you thinking 

you might have the energy to throw your 
name into the hat. At the very least it will 
make you aware of our city’s process for 
elections. You will need to visit City Hall 
on Pioneer Boulevard to pick up your 
candidate packet. In there, you will find 
a pamphlet to get twenty of your closest 
city friends to sign. That all has to be 
done before August 25. You should get 
it in a week before the due date. If you 
have any questions you can go to the 
City of Sandy website and or call the 
Jeff Aprati  (the deputy City Manager) 
at 503-668-5533 for more information. 

I look forward to seeing some of you 
in the mix! n

Carl Exner is a real estate agent and was 
a respected member of the Sandy City 
Council for fourteen 
years. He also served 
on the City of Sandy 
planning commission 
for five years prior to 
that. He is currently a 
member of the budget 
committee.

Gresham City Council Report — Council President Cathy Keathley

Your vote counts—but this 
year the rules are different

By CATHY KEATHLEY
Gresham City Council President

One of the most important races on 
this November’s ballot will be the 
election for Multnomah County 

Chair. The person elected will oversee 
a county budget of nearly $4 billion of 
our tax dollars and make decisions that 
affect public safety, homelessness, mental 
health services, transportation, libraries, 
and other programs that directly impact 
Gresham residents.

New twist on elections
This election has a new twist. For the first 

time, all county voters will elect the Chair 
using Rank Choice Voting (RCV) instead of 
the traditional voting system we’ve used our 
entire lives. The Sherriff will also be elected 
using the RCV method.

Under our familiar system—called First 
Past the Post—voters select one candidate, 
and the candidate with the most votes wins. 
It’s straightforward and is still the method 
Gresham will use for City Council and may-
oral elections.

Rank Choice Voting is different. Instead 
of choosing only one candidate, you can 
rank candidates in the order you prefer: first, 
second, third choice, and up to six votes. You 
don’t have to rank everyone, but you can if 
you wish. 

Determining the winner
Here’s how the winner is determined.
If one candidate receives more than 

half of all first-choice votes, that candi-
date wins. If no one earns a majority, the 
candidate with the fewest first-choice 
votes is eliminated. Ballots cast for that 
candidate are then counted for each voter’s 

next-ranked candidate who is still in the 
race. The process repeats until one candi-
date receives a majority of the remaining 
active ballots.

A common misconception is that rank-
ing a second or third choice somehow 
takes votes away from your first choice. 
It doesn’t. Your first-choice candidate 
always gets your vote first. Your next 
choices matter only if your higher-ranked 
candidate has already been eliminated.

Because you will be able to rank up to 
six choices, some people ask if they get six 
votes. With ranked choice voting, you still 
only get one vote. Your 2nd, 3rd, and so 
on ranks are like backup choices. They are 
only counted if your 1st choice candidate 
is eliminated. 

Multiple rounds of counting
RCV does require multiple rounds of 

counting, so the final results take longer to 
determine than under the traditional system. 
That is expected and is how Rank Choice 
Voting works.

The Multnomah County Chair and Sheriff 
race will use Rank Choice Voting, while 
Gresham city races will continue to use tradi-
tional First Past the Post. In fact, you will be 
receiving a two-page ballot. One page will only 
contain ranked choice voting contests which 
are for Multnomah County Chair and Sheriff.  
The other page will contain all non-RCV 
contests, including City of Gresham candi-
dates, ballot measures, 
and state and federal 
contests. n

Cathy Keathley, 
elected 2024, is 
president of the 
Gresham City Council.
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14,000+ delivered
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By MIKE WILEY
Publisher

Sandy High’s 
Jennalee Nail was told 
there wasn't enough 
money for a girls flag 

football team. She 
decided to make it 

happen anyway, leading to 
a historic first season.
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The football spiraled 
through the spring 
air, spinning toward a 

receiver wearing black and 
red.

The crowd held its breath.
On a dead run, Jennalee 

Nail gathered in the pass, 
turned upfield and raced 
toward the end zone. 
Moments later, teammates 
surrounded her in celebration 
as Sandy High School’s girls 
flag football team scored the 
first touchdown in program 
history.

It was an unforgettable 
moment.

Not simply because it was 
the opening score of the 
Pioneers’ inaugural season, 
but because the young 
woman crossing the goal 
line was the same student 
who had refused to let girl’s 
flag football remain only an 
idea. Months earlier, there 
had been no Sandy High 
girls flag football program. 
No coaches. No uniforms. 
No schedule. No practices.

There had only been a 
question: Why don’t we 
have a girls flag football 
team? The answer seemed 
straightforward. There 
wasn’t money. There wasn’t 
a budget. Perhaps someday, 
said school officials, but not 
now. The adults in charge 
had said, “no.” For many stu-
dents, that would have been 
the end of the conversation.

For Jennalee Nail, 
however, it was only the 
beginning.

Looking for another way
Rather than accepting 

“no” as the final answer, she 
decided to look for another 
way. Over the months that 
followed, the Sandy High 

junior recruited support-
ers, raised money, gathered 
signatures from interested 
students, found community 
partners willing to volun-
teer their time, and helped 
build a program from the 
ground up. Along the way, 
she found mentors in Tony 
and Kim Turin, whose pas-
sion for football and youth 
sports helped transform 
a grassroots idea into an 
organized team. Parents, 
businesses, and volunteers 
rallied around the effort 
until what had once seemed 
unlikely became reality. The 
remarkable part is that the 
story didn’t end with simply 
fielding a team.

It quickly became one of 
Oregon’s best.

In its inaugural season, 
Sandy compiled a 12-2 
record, won its conference 
against programs with years 
more experience, defeated 
several of the state’s estab-
lished powers, and finished 
seventh at the state tourna-
ment—an astonishing debut 
for a team whose players 
had only recently begun 
learning the rules of the 
game. Coaches Tony and 
Kim Turin described the 
athletes as one of the most 
coachable groups they had 
ever worked with, com-
bining enthusiasm, athletic 
ability and an eagerness to 
learn that accelerated the 
team’s growth.

There is an old saying that 
character is revealed not 
when life is easy, but when 
someone is told “no.” This is 
the story of a young woman 
who respectfully declined 
to accept that “no” had to 
be the final answer—and in 
doing so, created opportuni-

ties that will benefit Sandy 
High students for years to 
come.

Refused to let the idea die
To understand how Sandy 

High School’s girls flag foot-
ball team came to exist, it 
helps to understand the 
young woman who refused 
to let the idea die.

Jennalee Nail is not some-
one who sits still for very 
long.

As she enters her senior 
year this fall, she has already 
built an impressive résumé. 
She carries a 4.0 grade-point 

average while taking honors 
classes, serves as Sandy 
High’s All Student Body 
vice president, competes 
in multiple sports and has 
set her sights on graduating 
among the school’s top stu-
dents. Even with practices, 
meetings, and late nights 
devoted to athletics, she has 
maintained straight A’s while 
balancing a schedule that 
would leave many adults 
exhausted.

Athletics have long been 
part of her life. Volleyball, 
golf, and other school activ-
ities kept her calendar full, 

but football was never really 
on that list.

In fact, she freely admits 
she knew almost nothing 
about the game.

Like many students on 
Friday nights, Jennalee 
attended Sandy High foot-
ball games to cheer on the 
Pioneers, spend time with 
friends and soak in the atmo-
sphere. That changed during 
the summer prior to her 
junior year when she began 
dating Hudson Pearson, a 
receiver on the Sandy foot-
ball team. Suddenly, she 
found herself paying atten-

tion to something she had 
largely ignored before.

Her sense of humor was 
on full display one evening 
when she showed up car-
rying a handmade sign that 
read: “I don’t know anything 
about football. I just think 
#3 is really cute!”

The sign earned plenty of 
laughs, but it also happened 
to be completely honest.

“For the first time,” 
her mother, Krystal Nail, 
recalled, “she was actually 
watching every play and 
desperately wanting to learn 
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about football.”
Jennalee wanted to under-

stand what was happening 
on the field, so she did 
something that has become a 
recurring pattern in her life.

She started asking 
questions.

Sitting in the stands were 
Tony and Kim Turin, long-
time members of the Sandy 
community whose son quar-
terbacked the boys’ varsity 
team. Jennalee knew the 
family through church and 
volleyball. During the boy’s 
football games she would 
pepper them with questions 
about football. Patiently, 
they explained the game one 
play at a time until football 
began making sense to her.

Looking back, it is hard 
not to smile at the irony.

The young woman who 
would eventually help 
launch Sandy High’s girls 
flag football program didn’t 
grow up dreaming of playing 
football. She simply became 
curious about the game.

That curiosity led to 
conversations. Those con-
versations sparked an idea. 
And before long, a casual 
question asked after a Friday 
night football game would 

begin changing the future 
of athletics at Sandy High 
School. It would be the one 
that started it all.

“Why doesn’t Sandy High 
have a girls flag football 
team?”

A sport whose time had 
come

Jennalee Nail’s question 
wasn’t asked in a vacuum.

Across Oregon and the 
nation, girls flag football 
has become one of the fast-
est-growing high school 
sports. What began only a 
few years ago as a handful of 
pilot programs has expanded 
rapidly as schools, athletic 
associations and even the 
NFL have embraced the 
sport as a new opportu-
nity for female athletes. 
The momentum has been 
so strong that flag football 
will make its Olympic debut 
at the 2028 Summer Games 
in Los Angeles, further fuel-
ing interest among young 
women.  

Oregon has been part 
of that movement. After 
debuting with just eight 
high school teams in 2023, 
participation quickly grew 
to 32 schools in 2024, 47 
in 2025 and 58 schools this 
past season. That growth 
recently pushed the sport 

past the threshold needed 
for a vote to become a fully 
sanctioned Oregon School 
Activities Association sport, 
a milestone expected to be 
considered this fall.  

Many of Sandy High’s 
longtime rivals—including 
Gresham, Barlow, David 
Douglas, Nelson and 
others—already had girls 
flag football programs in 
place. As Jennalee watched 
those opportunities expand 
for athletes across the region, 
she couldn’t help but wonder 
why Sandy’s girls didn’t 
have the same chance.

“What if I raised the 
money?”

W h e n  J e n n a l e e 
approached Sandy High’s 
athletic director about 
starting a girls flag football 
program, she wasn’t asking 
for special treatment.

She simply wanted to 
understand why Sandy 
didn’t have a team when 
more and more schools 
around Oregon were adding 
one. The answer was thor-
oughly practical.

Launching a new sport 
isn’t as simple as handing 
out footballs and draw-
ing up a schedule. There 
are uniforms to purchase, 
officials to pay, insurance 

requirements, coaching sti-
pends, transportation costs 
and equipment to buy. Like 
every school district, Sandy 
operates within a limited 
athletic budget, and there 
simply wasn’t funding 
available to start another 
program.

For many students, 
that explanation would 
have made perfect sense. 
Starting a new sport sounded 
expensive because it was 
expensive.

Jennalee understood that. 
What she didn’t accept was 
the idea that the lack of fund-
ing had to mean the end of 
the conversation. Instead of 
walking away disappointed, 
she asked them a simple ques-
tion that no one expected.

“What if I raised the 
money?”

It was one of those small 
moments of courage and 
initiative that can sometimes 
change everything.

Looking back, Jennalee 
doesn’t describe herself as 
someone trying to challenge 
the school’s authority or 
prove a point. She simply 
saw an opportunity that girls 
at Sandy didn’t have and 
wondered whether there 
might be another way to 
make it happen. If the obsta-
cle was financial, perhaps 

the solution could be finan-
cial as well.

That willingness to look 
for solutions rather than 
dwell on obstacles has 
become a recurring theme 
in her life.

“There was never a point 
where I thought, ‘Well, I 
guess that’s it,’” Jennalee 

recalls. “I just kept thinking 
about what the next step 
might be.” The next step was 
finding out whether anyone 
else shared her vision. 
Jennalee began talking with 
classmates, asking whether 
other girls would actually 
be interested in playing flag 
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football if Sandy were able 
to start a team.

The response even sur-
prised her. Interest spread 
quickly and before long she 
was compiling a growing 
list of girls who wanted the 
opportunity to play. What 
had begun as a personal idea 
was becoming something 
much larger. Jennalee soon 
realized she wasn’t pursuing 
a dream for herself alone. 
Dozens of other young 
women had quietly been 
hoping for the same oppor-
tunity, and many were eager 
to help make it happen.

Of course, enthusiasm 
alone doesn’t create a 
football team. A success-
ful program would require 
coaches, equipment, fund-
raising, volunteers and 
someone with enough expe-
rience to turn an exciting 
idea into a workable reality.

As it turned out, the 
people who could help were 
much closer than Jennalee 
realized. Tony and Kim 
Turin had been watching 
her determination from the 
sidelines.

Community rallies around 
an idea

If Jennalee Nail provided 
the spark, Tony and Kim 
Turin helped fan it into a 
flame.

The Turins were hardly 
strangers to Sandy athletics. 
Their son had quarterbacked 
the Pioneer football team, 
Kim had coached volleyball 
for years, and football had 
long been part of family 
life. More importantly, they 
had spent years investing 

in young people, both on 
the field and through their 
church community. When 
Jennalee began asking ques-
tions about starting a girls 
flag football program, they 
immediately recognized 
something special.

“This wasn’t just a kid 

with an idea,” Tony recalled. 
“She was serious about 
making it happen.”

Jennalee had first come 
to know the Turins in a way 
that still makes them smile. 
During those Friday night 
football games, she would 
pepper them with questions 
about what was happening 
on the field.

“What was that penalty?”
“Why did they do that?”
“How does that play 

work?”
Neither Tony nor Kim 

minded. In fact, they loved 
it.

Jennalee’s curiosity was 
genuine, and it didn’t take 
long for the Turin’s to realize 
she wasn’t simply trying to 
understand football. She was 
trying to understand whether 

girls at Sandy might some-
day have the opportunity to 
play it themselves.

As Jennalee’s vision 
grew, so did the Turins’ 
involvement. They began 
helping navigate the prac-
tical realities of launching 
a new program, advising on 
everything from paperwork 
and organization to recruit-
ing coaches and talking with 
families. Together, they also 
found an innovative way 
around the funding obstacle 
that had initially seemed 
insurmountable.

Rather than waiting until 
the school district could 
someday fund girls flag 
football as an official var-
sity sport, they organized the 
program as a school-spon-
sored club, similar to 
something like the chess 
club. The program operated 
as two school-sponsored 
club teams, giving players 
both varsity- and junior var-
sity-level opportunities. This 
way, the teams could begin 
competing immediately 
while relying on private 
fundraising, volunteers and 
community support rather 
than the school’s athletic 
budget. It wasn’t the easiest 
path, but it allowed the pro-
gram to get off the ground 
while laying the foundation 
for what many hope will 
eventually become a fully 
sanctioned school sport.

Once that framework was 
in place, Jennalee set out to 
answer another important 
question: Were enough girls 
actually interested?

School administrators 
reserved a small meeting 
room for the first informa-
tional session for interested 
students. They assumed the 

small room would be ade-
quate. It wasn’t.

As word spread through 
the school, girls kept arriv-
ing until every chair was 
filled. Before long, students 
were spilling out the door-
way and into the hallway 
outside. “It was packed,” 
said Jennalee. “There wasn’t 
room for everyone.” What 
organizers expected to be a 
modest informational meet-
ing demonstrated that there 
was strong interest.

No one was asking any-
more whether enough girls 
wanted to play football. 
The answer was standing 
in the hallway. That meeting 
changed the conversation. 
Soon, others began stepping 
forward as well.

Parents volunteered their 
time. Local businesses 
donated money. Friends 
shared the vision with neigh-
bors. Community members 
who believed girls deserved 
the same opportunities as 

boys quietly wrote checks, 
offered encouragement or 
simply asked, “How can I 
help?”

One donation in particular 
has stayed with Jennalee. 
She was getting a pedicure 
with her mother when the 
conversation turned to the 
effort to start the football 
team. A woman nearby 
overheard them talking 
and asked what they were 
trying to accomplish. After 
listening for a few minutes, 
the stranger reached into her 
purse and quietly handed 
Jennalee a $100 bill.

No speech. No fanfare. 
Just a simple act of gen-
erosity from someone 
who believed in a young 
person’s dream. Looking 
back, Jennalee remembers 
moments like that as remind-
ers that people often want 
to help when they believe 
something worthwhile is 
happening.

“They just kept show-

ing up,” she said. “People 
wanted to be part of it.”

Within a matter of weeks, 
what had begun as one stu-
dent’s question had become 
a genuine community effort. 
Parents, coaches, businesses, 
volunteers and dozens of 
young women had all taken 
ownership of the dream.

Now came the hard part. 
They had to turn a room full 
of enthusiastic girls into a 
football team.

Learning the game
Starting a football team 

was one challenge. Learning 
how to play football was 
another.

With the paperwork 
completed, the fundraising 
underway and dozens of 
girls eager to participate, 
the new Sandy High flag 
football program finally 
had something it had never 
possessed before—a roster. 
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Jennalee Nail’s supportive family. (Left to right) Sisters Josie and Kassidy, father 
Jonah, mother Krystal, Jennalee, and sister Kennedy. (Photo courtesy Krystal Nail)

	� Continued on page 19

As word spread 
through the 

school, girls kept 
arriving until 

every chair was 
filled. Before 
long, students 

were spilling out 
the doorway and 
into the hallway 

outside.



10 HOODVIEWNEWS August 2026 www.hoodviewnews.com

By MIKE WILEY
Publisher

Long-time Clackamas 
County resident and 
local dentist Mark Reak-

secker is running to become 
the next Clackamas County 
Clerk.

It is not a glamorous job, 
but it’s a vital one.

The county clerk is one of 
those under-the-radar elected 
positions that often escapes 
much public scrutiny. That 
is, until there’s a problem.

Although the office 
receives relatively little 
public attention, the clerk 
oversees a surprisingly broad 
range of county functions. 
Those include administering 
elections, recording prop-
erty transactions and deeds, 
maintaining official county 
records, issuing marriage 
licenses and processing pass-
port applications.

The office also over-
sees the board that hears 
property-value appeals and 
processes Oregon Liquor 
and Cannabis Commission 
licenses in unincorporated 
areas of the county.

It is a long list of 
responsibilities.

For Reaksecker, however, 
one responsibility stands 
above the rest: maintain-
ing public confidence in 
elections.

“Too many people tell me 
that they don’t vote because 
they don’t trust the elections 
and they don’t feel their vote 
counts,” Reaksecker said. 
“I think that is sad, and I 
wanted to do something 
about that.”

Reaksecker, a retired 
dentist who practiced for 
32 years, is challenging 
incumbent County Clerk 

Catherine McMullen in the 
Nov. 3 general election.

In 2022, McMullen 
defeated Sherry Hall, who 
had held the position for 
20 years.

Reaksecker believes the 
office now needs a greater 
emphasis on election secu-
rity, public visibility and 
accountability.

“I want to make elections 
something people can have 
faith in,” he said.

Clackamas County roots
Reaksecker is a third-gen-

eration Oregonian whose life 
has remained closely tied to 
Clackamas County.

He spent his early child-
hood in Southeast Portland 
before his family moved to 
the Milwaukie area while he 
was in the fourth grade. He 
attended Bilquist Elementary 
School, Clackamas Grade 
School, John McLoughlin 
Junior High and Clackamas 
High School, graduating in 
1976.

After high school, he 
attended Portland State 
University and then Oregon 
Health Sciences University’s 
School of Dentistry, where 
he earned his Doctor of 
Dental Medicine degree.

Unlike many graduates 
who leave the area to begin 
their careers, Reaksecker 
stayed close to home. He 
practiced dentistry locally 
for more than three decades 
before retiring in 2020, 
when the COVID shutdown 
brought an unexpected end 
to his practice.

“We decided to call it 
good,” he said.

The profession required 
precision, patience and 
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Mark Reaksecker has a vision for elections that are transparent and easily verifiable 
(Photo courtesy Mark Reaksecker)
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Mark Reaksecker 
seeks to bring 

transparency and 
accountability to  

local elections
Reaksecker seeks to take on a one-term 

incumbent, a former Multnomah County elections 
official facing her first re-election campaign 
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attention to detail—qual-
ities Reaksecker believes 
would transfer well to the 
clerk’s office.

A dentist, after all, cannot 
merely be approximately 
correct. Records must be 
accurate, procedures must 
be followed and small prob-
lems cannot be ignored in the 
hope that they will somehow 
repair themselves.

Family traditions
Reaksecker and his wife, 

Lori, have been married for 
nearly 21 years. Between 
them, they have three adult 
children. Reaksecker also 
has four grandchildren, 
including a grandson who 
was given his name.

His own name reflects 
a similar family tradition. 
Reaksecker was named for 
his grandfather, and his son 
was named for Reaksecker’s 
father.

The family connections 
matter to him, as does the 
community where several 
generations of his family 
have lived.

Now retired from den-
tistry, Reaksecker said he 
could have simply enjoyed 
a quieter life. Instead, con-

cerns about elections and the 
growing number of people 
who question whether 
voting makes a difference 
persuaded him to seek to 
enter public service.

Restoring confidence
Reaksecker’s campaign 

centers on a simple premise: 
An election system cannot 
function as it should unless 
voters trust it.

That does not mean every 
allegation circulating on 
the internet is necessar-
ily true. It does mean, he 
argues, that election officials 
should take public concerns 
seriously and operate in a 
way that allows citizens to 
see and understand what is 
happening.

For Reaksecker, transpar-

ency is not merely issuing 
a statement after questions 
arise. It means providing 
information throughout the 
election process, explaining 
how ballots are handled and 
allowing meaningful public 
observation.

“I want to make every-
thing extremely transparent,” 
he said. “Inform the public of 
what’s going on and when it 
happens, so that they know.”

He also wants the county 
to take a more active role 
in reviewing voter-regis-
tration records rather than 
relying solely upon state-
level processes.

Maintaining voter rolls is 
a routine but essential part 
of election administration. 
People move, die, change 
names or register elsewhere, 
and Reaksecker believes 
regular county-level review 
would help reassure voters 
that ballots are being sent 
only to eligible residents at 
their current addresses.

Security features on ballots
He also supports adding 

security features to bal-
lots, including watermarks 
or similar authentication 
measures. Ballots lacking 
the appropriate security fea-
ture could then be separated 
and examined rather than 

automatically entering the 
regular count.

In Reaksecker’s view, 
such safeguards would 
provide another way to 
verify that returned ballots 
were officially issued by the 
county.

He has also raised ques-
tions about damaged or 
resealed ballot envelopes and 
the procedures used when 
those envelopes arrive at the 
elections office. Reaksecker 
said voters should have 
confidence in the chain of 
custody from the time a 
ballot is returned until it is 
verified and counted.

Oregon’s vote-by-mail 
system is established by 
state law and cannot be 
eliminated by an individual 
county clerk. Reaksecker 
acknowledges that clearly.

“I have never stated that 
I want to end vote by mail, 
because frankly, I can’t,” he 
said. “On the county level, 
you cannot end a statewide 
initiative or legislative 
action. It can only be done 
at the state level.”

Instead, he said a clerk 
must work within existing 
law while seeking whatever 
additional safeguards may 
legally be available to the 
county.

That could include 

researching whether some 
form of voter identification 
could be incorporated into 
the ballot-return process. 
Reaksecker said any such 
proposal would first need 
to be reviewed by county 
legal counsel to ensure that 
it complies with Oregon law.

A return to hand counting
Reaksecker ’s  most 

far-reaching proposal is also 
the most challenging: He 
wants Clackamas County 
to discontinue the use of 
electronic vote-tabulation 

machines and return to hand 
counting ballots.

Concerns about voting 
technology have grown 
nationally in recent years. 
Election administrators 
generally defend modern 
tabulation systems as accu-
rate, tested and subject to 
audits, while critics question 
whether proprietary software 
provides sufficient public 
visibility.

Reaksecker falls firmly in 
the latter camp.
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Reaksecker served as a dentist in Clackamas County 
for 32 years. (Photo courtesy Mark Reaksecker)

“Too many people 
tell me that they 

don’t vote because 
they don’t trust the 
elections and they 
don’t feel their vote 
counts,” Reaksecker 
said. “I think that is 
sad, and I wanted to 
do something about 

that.
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His objection is not 
merely that a machine could 
malfunction. He believes 
voters should not be asked 
to place unquestioning faith 
in technology they cannot 
independently examine or 
understand.

His proposed solution is 
straightforward.

“We would pull the plug 
on the machines and hand 
count all ballots,” he said.

Training bipartisan teams
Reaksecker remem-

bers when local residents 
gathered at neighborhood 
precincts, cast their votes and 
watched community mem-
bers participate in counting 
them.

The system was labor-in-
tensive, but it was also 
understandable. Citizens 
could observe ballots being 
handled, grouped and tallied 
without needing specialized 
knowledge of computer 
software.

Reaksecker envisions 
trained bipartisan teams 
counting ballots under 
public observation, with 
totals checked and recon-
ciled before being reported.

He contends that money 

now spent purchasing, 
licensing and maintaining 
tabulation equipment could 
instead help pay temporary 
election workers. A carefully 
designed hand-counting 
system, he argues, would 

be both verifiable and 
easier for ordinary voters 
to understand.

Critics would likely ques-
tion whether hand counting 
could process hundreds of 
thousands of ballots quickly 
enough, particularly in a large 
county with lengthy ballots 
and numerous local con-

tests. Reaksecker believes 
those logistical challenges 
can be solved with suffi-
cient staffing, preparation 
and organization. Many 
European elections utilize 
hand-counting and deliver 
results as fast, or faster, 
than many U.S. elections. 
Electronic voting machines 
are uncommon or have 
been discontinued in sev-
eral European nations due 
to security or transparency 
concerns.

For Reaksecker, speed is 
important, but voter confi-
dence is more important.

Asking voters for a change
The clerk’s race is offi-

cially nonpartisan, although 
differing philosophies about 
elections, voter outreach, 
and government account-
ability inevitably shape 
how candidates approach 
the office.

Reaksecker is not cam-
paigning as a conventional 
elections professional. He is 
campaigning as a longtime 
Clackamas County resident, 
retired small-business owner 
and concerned voter who 
believes the public deserves 
greater access to the election 
process.

His background in den-
tistry may appear, at first 

glance, unrelated to the 
clerk’s office. Reaksecker 
sees it differently.

For 32 years, patients 
trusted him to diagnose 
problems accurately, explain 
their options, maintain confi-
dential records and perform 
work requiring both techni-
cal competence and careful 
judgment.

Reaksecker believes 
public office requires the 
same basic qualities: hon-
esty, precision, responsibility 
and a willingness to answer 
questions.

The clerk must administer 
elections impartially, regard-
less of personal politics or 
which candidate benefits 
from the result. Reaksecker 
said his goal is not to control 
election outcomes, but to 
establish procedures strong 
enough that voters across 
the political spectrum can 
accept them.

For many voters, the 
county clerk may remain 
a relatively obscure office. 
They may never record 
a deed, request archived 
county documents, appeal 
a property assessment or 
apply for a passport through 
the clerk.

But nearly every adult cit-
izen eventually encounters 
the office in one important 

way: when a ballot arrives.
Reaksecker believes 

that moment should carry 
confidence rather than 
concern.

“I see too many people 
who don’t trust the elec-

tions,” he said. “I want to 
make changes so that people 
have trust in the election 
again.”

That is the case he will 
take to Clackamas County 
voters this fall. HVN
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“People say ‘you’re a very 
tough person.’ I’m not tough. 

Life is tough. I’m merely trying 
to acquaint you with those 
facts.” — Thomas Sowell” 

Reaksecker with his wife Lori. (Photo courtesy Mark 
Reaksecker)
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machines are 

uncommon or have 
been discontinued 

in several 
European nations 
due to security 
or transparency 

concerns.
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FLavours of India
Rockwood Market Hall

in the amazing

Flavours of India

Scan code
to see menu

and order!

458 SE 185th, #104
Portland, OR 97233

503-840-9260

OPEN: 11am – 9pm

• DINE-IN
• TAKE OUT 
• DELIVERY
   AVAILABLE

Now
serving

Beer and
Wine

Website: flavoursofindiarestaurant.com

Clackamas County Bank presents fund-
raising check to Mt. Hood Hospice

By MIKE WILEY
Publisher

C lackamas County Bank 
had a special check 
presentation recogniz-

ing the funds raised during 
the “2026 Support Mt. Hood 
Hospice Month” campaign 
on Wednesday, July 1st at the 
office of Mt. Hood Hospice 
in Sandy. Representatives 
from Clackamas County 
Bank, Mt. Hood Hospice, 
and supporting businesses 
attended this event.

Through this community 
fundraising effort, cus-
tomers, employees, local 
businesses, and community 
members came together to 
support the important work 
of Mt. Hood Hospice. The 
campaign included multiple 
fundraising events and dona-
tion opportunities including 
a 50/50 Raffle designed to 
benefit hospice care and 
support services in the com-
munity. The funds raised 
were presented by check in 
the amount of $41,877.99.

Important to give back
Brian York, of Clackamas 

County Bank (CCB) was 
asked why CCB helps 
Mt.Hood Hospice year after 
year. He replied, “It definitely 
starts with the last president, 
Randy, and his involvement 
who started this relationship 

in the 1980’s. It’s important 
for us, Clackamas County 
Bank, to one, give back to 
the community and two, give 
back to an organization that 
supports the community in 
the way they do. Because of 
that relationship and because 
they are the type of organiza-

tion we look to help, I think 
it’s just important in general. 
It’s kind of a snowball effect 
we want to see how much 
better and how much more 
support we can provide year 
after year.”

York: Community really 
stepped up

Regarding the communi-
ty’s support and involvement 
this year, York stated, 
“Community businesses and 
community members in gen-
eral have really stepped up 

and really helped support in 
a lot of different ways that 
we needed. This is the only 
way these kind of fundraisers 
happen is from community 
involvement and commu-
nity support. So they really 
backed us on a lot of it and 
really helped support us.”

Jolie Phanton of Mt. 
Hood Hospice said, “We 
are incredibly grateful for 
the generosity of our com-
munity. Reaching the highest 
fundraising total in the his-
tory of our annual campaign 
is a remarkable achievement 
and a testament to what we 
can accomplish together. 
Every donation helps us con-
tinue our mission of caring 
for patients and loved ones 
regardless of their ability to 
pay and expand our impact. 
We’re honored by the trust 
and support our donors have 
shown.” HVN

Mt. Hood Hospice is a 
nonprofit, Medicare 5-star 
rated hospice organization 
serving Clackamas and 
East Multnomah counties, 
providing compassionate 
end-of-life care, grief 
support, and community 
programs for patients 
and their families. For 
more information on Mt. 
Hood Hospice or donation 
instructions, visit: www.
mthoodhospice.org.

web & FB

Sunday, September 13th         9aM - 3PM

440 NW Burnside Road, Gresham (K-Mart parking lot)

300 Amazing Show Cars

Food Drive for SnowCap

Fundraiser for five Charities

40 fun Vendors + Merch Booth

Auctions, Raffles & 50/50 Drawing

tribute to 9/11 & all first responders

contact

“It’s important 
for us, Clackamas 
County Bank, to 
one, give back to 
the community 

and two, give back 
to an organization 
that supports the 
community in the 

way they do.”  
— Brian York

The “2026 Support Mt. Hood Hospice Month” campaign check was presented by 
Clackamas County Bank on Wednesday, July 1st to Mt. Hood Hospice at the Mt.Hood 
Hospice office in Sandy. Those attending the ceremony represented businesses in the 
area who had contributed to and helped at events during the fund raising campaign. 
Front row (left to right): Sarah Medford of Pleasant Home Saloon, Lisa York of 
Clackamas County Bank, Rhonda Franke of Mt. Hood Hospice, Jolie Phanton of Mt. 
Hood Hospice. Back row (left to right): Amanda Seulean of Clackamas County Bank, 
Tara Hill of Clackamas County Bank, Brian York of Clackamas County Bank, John 
Gipe of Sandy Cinema, Brandi Knoles of Clackamas County Bank, Shelley Burns-
Giusto of Burns Feed Store.(Photo Joan Wiley)
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By MIKE WILEY
Publisher

Taking time from her 
busy schedule settling 
into her position at 

the City of Gresham, new 
city manager Teresa Carr 
sat down for an hour with 
local business and com-
munity leaders during the 
Gresham Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s July Business 
& Leaders Luncheon for 
a get-to-know-you Q&A. 
She answered questions and 
discussed the opportunities 
and challenges facing the 
city. At the same time, she 
offered valuable insights into 
the leadership approach she 
looks to bring to the position.

Interviewed on stage 
by Chamber CEO Lynn 
Snodgrass before a capac-
ity audience at Persimmon 

Country Club, Carr reflected 
on her first month in office, 
explained why she left a 
26-year career with the Port 
of Portland, and discussed 
topics ranging from public 
safety and housing to eco-
nomic development, fiscal 
sustainability and commu-
nity involvement.

Although she officially 
began work in June, Carr 
told the audience Gresham 
itself is far from new to 
her.“I’ve lived in Gresham 
for 26 years,” she said. “My 
husband grew up here. He 
graduated from Gresham 
High School. My boys grad-
uated from Barlow High 
School.” 

Before becoming Gresham 
City Manager, Carr spent 
nearly 26 years with the Port 
of Portland, where she over-
saw commercial properties, 

marine terminals and indus-
trial development. She said 
the experience taught her the 
value of regional partner-
ships and creating economic 
opportunities that benefit the 
broader community. 

Taking on a new challenge
Snodgrass asked Carr 

why she would leave 
what appeared to be a suc-
cessful career to become 
Gresham’s City Manager. 
Carr answered that she was 
drawn both to the challenge 
itself and to the opportu-
nity to serve the community 
where she has made her 
home. She described her-
self as someone who enjoys 
tackling complicated prob-
lems and finding solutions 
when others believe they 
cannot be solved. “What I 
didn’t say about me is I’m 

super competitive,” she said. 
“When I hear that something 
can’t be done… I’m always 
a big advocate.” She added, 
“My executive director at 
the port would say, ‘If you 
want something done, you 
give it to Teresa.’” Carr 
added, “I like complex, 
complicated things. I don’t 
shy away from that kind of 
stuff.” 

Carr said accepting the 
position also gave her an 
opportunity to invest directly 
in the city where she and 
her family have lived for 

more than two decades.“I 
live here. I’ve lived here for 
26 years,” she said. “This is 
a unique opportunity to do 
something in the city that 
I love… to take what I’ve 
learned over the years to 
actually put it into effect 
here.” 

First impressions
Asked what had surprised 

her during her first month on 
the job, Carr said the city’s 
financial and infrastructure 
challenges were largely what 
she expected. What stood 

out instead, she said, was 
the commitment of both city 
employees and residents. 
“I expected a lot of com-
plexity around the budget, 
infrastructure… all of those 
things,” she said. “What has 
stood out to me most… is 
that people in Gresham… 
want the city to thrive. They 
want the city to succeed.” 
After attending the recent 
Gresham Arts Festival, Carr 
said she was encouraged 
by the number of residents 
volunteering their time to 

Put some
adventure
in your life!

All About Adventure Excursions

Visit our website for details and to book online!
Email us, we'll get back fast! aaaexcursions@gmail.com

www.aaaexcursions.com

(503) 781-6473

Ed Chin, owner, licensed 6-pack captain

• Book now for Astoria Buoy 10!
• 31 days in August
• Great for client engagement outings

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

New Gresham  
city manager Teresa Carr  

shares priorities and 
leadership style

	� Continued on page 15

New Gresham city manager Teresa Carr smiles as she listens to a question from the 
audience at the July Gresham Area Chamber of Commerce’s Business & Leaders 
Luncheon. (Photo Joan Wiley)
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Finally! Get those projects done!
Upgrade your Electrical Panel
  Install Backup Generator
   Replace worn Outlets, install new
    Add New Lighting indoor or out
     Help with your Remodel
      Add Smart Home features
       Electrical Repair
        Electric Vehicle Charging
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upgrade your home or business!

ORIENT ELECTRIC INC.

30532 SE Bluff Rd. •  Gresham   |   www.orient-electric.com

Call TODAY
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Estimate or Consultation 503-663-5881

2015 2016
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for 11 years!
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Mike Opray
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strengthen the community. 
She also praised city 

employees, saying they are 
deeply committed to serving 
residents.“The staff are car-
rying a lot,” she said. “They 
have a lot of heart… They 
want to be responsive to this 
community’s needs… and 
they do this work because 
they love this work.” 

Learning the Organization
Snodgrass noted that 

every leadership position 
comes with a learning curve 
and asked Carr how she 
approaches stepping into 
a new role. Carr answered 
with a familiar saying: “You 
eat the elephant one bite at a 
time.” She said she arrived 
with a written 100-day plan 
but has already begun refin-
ing it as she becomes more 
familiar with the city orga-
nization. During her first 
month she has met indi-
vidually with City Council 
members to better under-
stand their priorities and has 
begun expanding meetings 
with employees throughout 
the city. Carr acknowledged 
that transitioning from the 
Port of Portland to city 
government has required 

learning different systems, 
different governing struc-
tures and different working 
relationships, but said the 
challenge has been man-
ageable.“It’s definitely steep 
and it’s real,” she said of 
the learning curve. “But it’s 
doable.” 

Developing People
When Snodgrass asked 

what accomplishment she 
was most proud of from 
her previous career, Carr’s 
answer was not about a 
building project or business 
development initiative. 
Instead, she pointed to the 
people she has mentored. 
“I’m most proud of the fact 
that I’ve had people who have 
worked for me… and those 
people have then gone on… 
to become CEOs… executive 
directors,” she said. Carr said 
she believes leaders should 
give employees opportunities 
to grow, allow them to learn 
from mistakes and support 
their professional develop-
ment. “I also believe that 
a leader should take less of 
the credit and more of the 
blame,” she said. 

A project that stands out
Asked to describe a pro-

fessional accomplishment 

that illustrates how she 
approaches leadership, Carr 
pointed to the redevelopment 
of an underperforming Port 
of Portland marine termi-
nal. Rather than viewing the 
property as a liability, she 
said she saw an opportunity 
to bring together govern-
ment agencies, universities 
and private industry around 
a shared vision. The effort 
eventually secured a $42 
million federal Build Back 
Better grant to transform the 
site into the Mass Timber 
and Housing Innovation 
Campus, along with millions 
more in state and federal 
funding. Carr credited the 
project’s success to collab-
oration rather than any one 
individual. “It was a team 
effort,” she said, adding that 
the project demonstrated 
what can happen “when you 
get a coalition of partners 
together” around a clear 
vision and a proven ability 
to execute. 

Priorities for Gresham
When Snodgrass asked 

Carr what she envisions 
for Gresham’s future, Carr 
responded that she first 
wants to spend time listen-
ing to residents, businesses, 
City Council members and 

employees before develop-
ing long-term goals.“I like 
to listen and learn,” she 
said, adding that she wants 
Gresham to be a commu-
nity people are proud to call 
home. 

She also emphasized 
creating public spaces that 
reflect the community’s 
identity while recognizing 
the financial realities every 
city faces.

“We’re working on goals 
currently,” Carr said, iden-

tifying fiscal sustainability, 
public safety, housing, trans-
portation, infrastructure, 
parks and economic devel-
opment as major priorities. 
She said the city is reviewing 
its strategic plan and expects 
those priorities to become 
more clearly defined in the 
coming months. Of those 
priorities, she said fiscal sus-
tainability occupies much 
of her attention.“It sounds 
boring, I know,” she said, 
“but fiscal sustainability is 

really what I think about a 
lot… and that is one of the 
biggest goals that I have for 
the city.” 

Looking further ahead
Snodgrass also asked Carr 

about her long-term com-
mitment to Gresham, noting 
that the city has experienced 
several leadership changes in 
recent years. Carr responded 
that her family is rooted in 

	� Continued on page 16

Carr (right) and Gresham Area Chamber of Commerce CEO Lynn Snodgrass share a 
light-hearted moment at the luncheon. (Photo Joan Wiley)

Teresa Carr forum
 � Continued from page 14
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the community and that 
meaningful progress takes 
time. “My family’s here,” 
she said. “I want to make 
an impact, and you can’t 
make an impact in a year.” 
She acknowledged she will 
still be learning the job over 
the coming year but said 
her goal is to leave behind 
projects her children and 
grandchildren will one day 
be proud to say she helped 
accomplish. 

Audience questions
The luncheon concluded 

with questions from busi-
ness leaders attending the 
luncheon  on topics ranging 
from downtown revitaliza-
tion and public safety to 
housing, infrastructure and 
economic development.

Asked how the city 
can preserve Gresham’s 
small-town character while 
continuing to grow, Carr 
pointed to continued invest-
ment in downtown, support 
for small businesses, commu-
nity events and the Farmer’s 
Market, while encouraging 
thoughtful design as new 
development occurs. 

Responding to a question 
about public safety, Carr 
said recruiting and retaining 

police officers remains a pri-
ority and noted that recent 
staffing gains have allowed 
the Police Department to 
restore several specialized 
positions, including its traffic 
enforcement team. 

On housing, she said 
future growth must be paired 
with infrastructure improve-
ments and careful planning. 
She noted that city officials 
recently met with federal 
transportation officials in 
Washington, D.C., to seek 
assistance with infrastructure 
funding needed to support 
additional housing and com-
mercial development. 

Carr also said Gresham 
can learn from both the 
successes and mistakes 
of neighboring commu-
nities while continuing to 
improve relationships with 
the development community. 

“Gresham doesn’t want to be 
Portland,” she said, “but it 
doesn’t mean that we can’t 
learn from Portland.” 

Working Together
In her closing remarks, 

Carr invited business leaders 
to continue sharing ideas 
as she settles into her new 
role. She encouraged candid 
conversations about where 
city processes can improve 
while also recognizing the 
work already being done by 
city employees. “I’d love to 
hear from you all,” she said. 
“Help me understand where 
there are processes that can 
be improved… where you 
see other cities doing things 
differently or better.” 

Carr also encouraged 
continued support for 
community events, the 
Gresham Farmer’s Market, 
local schools and other civic 
organizations, saying those 
efforts help strengthen the 
city beyond the work of local 
government alone. 

As the luncheon con-
cluded, Snodgrass thanked 
Carr for sharing her thoughts 
during her first public appear-
ance as city manager and 
encouraged business leaders 
to remain engaged as the city 
begins a new chapter under 
its new leadership. HVN
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Ph: 503-255-8795
Website: warrenallen.com  |  Email: contact@warrenallen.com

9600 NE Cascades Parkway, Suite 300,
Portland, OR 97220
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Photo from stock. 

Photo from stock. 

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S
Teresa Carr forum

 � Continued from page 15 HVN Explainer: What is a City Manager?

In Gresham, as in many Oregon cities, 
local government operates under a coun-
cil-manager form. Voters elect a mayor 

and six city councilors as the “city council.” 
They set policy and provide overall direc-
tion. The city manager is the professional 
administrator hired by the city council to 
carry out those policies and run the city’s 
day-to-day operations.

Think of the arrangement like a board 
of directors and a chief executive officer 
hired to run the day-to-day. The mayor and 
council set the goals. The city manager turns 
those decisions into action by managing 
staff, budgets, and services.

What the City Manager Does
The city manager serves as the city’s 

chief administrative officer — the main 
boss. Duties typically include:
•	Overseeing all city departments;
•	Preparing and recommending the annual 

budget for council approval;
•	Hiring, supervising, and evaluating 

department heads;
•	 Implementing ordinances, resolutions, 

and strategic plans adopted by the council;
•	Keeping the mayor and council informed 

about city operations, finances, and 
emerging issues;

•	Ensuring services are delivered effi-
ciently, equitably, and within legal and 
budget constraints;
The position is professional and nonpar-

tisan. The manager is selected based on 
education, experience, and management 
skills, not election results.

Differs from Mayor and City Council
The mayor and city council are the 

elected policymakers. Gresham’s council 
consists of the mayor plus six councilors, 
all elected citywide to staggered four-year 
terms in nonpartisan elections.  The council 
adopts the budget, passes ordinances, sets 
taxes and fees, approves major contracts, 
and establishes the city’s strategic priorities. 
Many people are surprised to learn that the 
mayor does not run the daily operations 
of the city.

City Manager position
City managers are not elected, they 

are hired by the city council. While the 
mayor and council focus on “what” the city 
should do and “why,” the manager focuses 
on “how.” The manager does not vote on 
ordinances or set policy independently. 
Instead, the role is to advise the council, 
propose options, and then carry out the 
decisions the elected officials make. 

This keeps elected officials accountable 
to voters for policy direction while plac-
ing day-to-day management in the hands 
of a trained professional administrator. 
Residents with concerns about city services 
or operations should typically start by 
directing them to city staff or the manager’s 
office. On the other hand, questions about 
overall city policy priorities or new laws 
should be directed to the mayor and council.

In short, the mayor and council represent 
the community and set the course. The city 
manager steers the ship day to day under 
the policies the elected officials have set. n

“Gresham 
doesn’t want to 
be Portland,” 

she said, “but it 
doesn’t mean that 

we can’t learn 
from Portland.”
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Sandy Parade: “Party like it’s 1776”
In honor of America’s 250th birthday, the theme of the July Sandy Mt. Festival Parade was “Party like it’s 1776.” 
Candy was thrown, kids were thrilled and everyone enjoyed a beautiful evening as entries passed the crowds. 

Sandy Cinema invited parade-goers to “get lost in the magical world of movies.” 

GRESHAM FORD: Gresham Ford was the only Sandy/Gresham dealership with entries in the 
parade. They featured their mobile service and a custom Ford Bronco.  

CANDIDATES: The parade featured appearances from candidates, including State Senate 
candidate Jeff Helfrich (l) and Clackamas County Clerk Catherine McMullen (r).

McCORD CONSTRUCTION: McCord Construction outdid themselves with a custom pirate 
ship. Their entry won the prize for the best overall entry.

The Sandy Kiwanis entry... 

Sandy Mattress World Northwest again had a fun entry with their “dancing mattress.” 

The Sandy Lions entry...

Clackamas County Bank continued their tradition of community support by being one of the chief 
sponsors of the parade. 

All photos by M
ike W

iley.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR WELCOME
Have an opinion? Have a different view? Information to 
share? Great! Email your Letter to the Editor. Letters 
should be polite, thoughtful, timely, and 300  words or 
fewer (Exceptions may be made for well-written letters 
expressing opposing views or which are of special signifi-
cance). Letters will be edited for grammar, content, and 
space. Deadline is the 20th of the month. Unfortunately, 
not all letters can be published. Email your letter to: 
letters@hoodviewnews.com
 
NOTE: Only Letters to the Editor can be responded to via 
the letters email.  For all other matters, please see Contact 
info on page 2.

KOTEK WILL TRY TO SCARE 
VOTERS

It’s campaign season. Get 
ready for Governor Tina Kotek 
to scare, intimidate, and bribe 
Oregon voters. She can’t run 
on her record and expect to 
win anyone over, so scaring, 
intimidating, and bribing are 
central to her campaign plan.

She will scare you with the 
pro-choice/pro-life debate. 
There is nothing the Governor 
of Oregon can do to change 
Oregon’s existing abortion 
laws. But Tina Kotek will try 
to make this a defining cam-
paign issue.

She will intimidate you 
with references to President 
Trump. Kotek will continue 
to invoke Trump as though 
all Republicans are attached 
to his hip. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. We are 
Oregonians with our own stan-
dards and beliefs. Yet Kotek 
will try to portray Drazan and 
Trump as one in the same. 
Kotek wishes they were, but 
they are not.

And she will bribe you. 
Nothing works better in cam-
paigns than promises of free 
stuff. Promises to lower costs, 
reduce regulations, provide 
cheaper health care, free child 
care…free, free, free. But noth-
ing is free. Someone pays for 
it. You pay for it…eventually. 
Kotek is counting on voters not 
thinking that far ahead.

The campaign has already 
begun. Governor Kotek’s 
recently concluded Prosperity 
Council is too little, too late… 
a campaign gimmick dressed 
up as concern for Oregon 
businesses. After 19 years as 
a key decision-maker in the 
Legislature and Governor’s 
Office, including a decade as 

Speaker of the House, she has 
had tremendous opportunities 
to address the state’s chal-
lenges. Instead, Oregon ranks 
45th in cost of living and 47th 
in education, while Oregon 
businesses shut down faster 
than new ones open. Those 
results speak louder than any 
election-year council.

Electing Drazan would end 
single-party control and give 
Oregon residents and busi-
nesses hope and a fighting 
chance to thrive and prosper 
again.

Scare. Intimidate. Bribe. 
Coming to a campaign ad 
near you.

Lynn Snodgrass 
Small Business Owner 
Former Speaker of the 

Oregon House

LEVY DEFEAT ABOUT 
TAXES NOT SAFETY

The Clackamas County 
commissioners should not 
take the May primary election 
defeat of the 5-year extension 
of the “public safety levy” as 
meaning that we, the people, 
don’t want police, fire, and 
emergency services prioritized. 
We do. What it means is that 
we are sick and tired of the out-
rageous levels of taxation. We 
taxpayers are not your piggy 
bank or slush fund. We are tired 
of politicians paying for give-
away programs to non-profits 
and the homeless and then 
telling us taxpayers that unless 
we pay even more we won’t 
get the safety services that we 
expected in the first place. It 
is absolutely cynical to make 
taxpayers choose between not 
being able to survive due to 
high taxes and being in danger 
from criminals and fire. Our 
vote didn’t say cut safety or 

the sheriff’s department, it 
said stop spending so much 
money on other things and use 
our already too high property 
taxes for the things we really 
want — good roads, public 
safety, sheriff deputies, jail 
beds, and fire protection. This 
is what we want, this is what 
we pay for, and we want to start 
getting it the way we should.

Ginny Sullivan 
Clackamas County

MARK SHULL: A PROVEN 
ADVOCATE FOR HOODLAND

Hoodland’s mountain 
communities — including 
Government Camp, Welches, 
and Rhododendron—face 
unique challenges, from 
wildfire risk and severe winter 
weather to growing tourism 
and limited public services. 
These communities need 
leaders who understand rural 
priorities and deliver practical 
results. Commissioner Mark 
Shull has consistently done 
exactly that.

One of Shull’s most sig-
nificant achievements was 
championing the transfer of 
the former Dorman Center 
property to Hoodland Fire 
District #74 for a new fire 
station. His persistence helped 
secure the land without requir-
ing taxpayers to fund a costly 
property purchase, saving the 
district hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. The transfer paved 
the way for a modern, seismi-
cally resilient station that will 
improve emergency response, 
strengthen coordination with 
the U.S. Forest Service, and 
better protect residents and 
visitors alike.

Shull also demonstrated his 
commitment to local services 
by advocating for $120,000 

in county funding to keep the 
Welches library operating 
during a financial shortfall. 
Although the proposal did not 
pass, his effort reflected his 
belief that rural libraries are 
essential community resources.

Recognizing the growing 
impact of short-term rentals, 
Shull worked to strengthen 
county regulations that 
addressed neighborhood 
concerns about noise, traf-
fic, parking, and trash while 
preserving the economic ben-

efits of tourism. His balanced 
approach helped protect the 
character and livability of 
Hoodland communities.

A military veteran and long-
time public servant, Shull has 
earned a reputation for listen-
ing to rural residents whose 
voices are often overlooked. 
His record demonstrates fiscal 
responsibility, practical lead-
ership, and a willingness to 
navigate complex issues to 
achieve lasting results.

As Hoodland continues 

to face challenges involving 
emergency preparedness, 
infrastructure, and community 
growth, Mark Shull has shown 
he is committed to protecting 
the interests of mountain res-
idents. His proven leadership 
and dedication make him a 
strong advocate for Hoodland’s 
future.

Learn more about Mark’s 
vision at markshullfororegon.
com.

Cindy Siwecki 
Welches n

C O M M U N I T Y  O P I N I O N  S U B M I S S I O N

Protect public safety through responsible budgeting 
in Clackamas County

By Mark Shull
Candidate, Clackamas County Commission

The failure of Measure 3-633, [the proposed 
5-year extension of the Public Safety Levy 
in May], has created a serious financial 

challenge for Clackamas County. The county 
faces an estimated $202 million funding defi-
cit over five years, including a $37.6 million 
reduction in the fiscal year 2027–28 budget. 
Without corrective action, the Sheriff’s Office 
could lose approximately 70 deputy positions, 
five detective positions and 84 jail beds.

Before accepting cuts that would reduce 
patrol coverage, investigative capacity, and 
jail operations, county leaders must thoroughly 
review existing expenditures and prioritize 
government’s most fundamental responsibilities.

Public safety is a core government 
function

Public safety is a core function of local gov-
ernment. Residents expect prompt emergency 
response, effective criminal investigations and 
secure correctional facilities. When resources 
are limited, these services must be protected 
while budgeting for services that provide less 
direct public benefit need to receive greater 
scrutiny.

The county should begin with an independent, 
countywide performance audit. An outside 
auditor should examine every department for 
duplicated services, underused programs, unnec-
essary administrative costs, and contracts that 
provide limited measurable value. An objective 
audit would help the Board of Commissioners 
make evidence-based decisions and reassure 
taxpayers that their money is being managed 
responsibly.

Hiring Freeze
A temporary hiring freeze should also be 

considered for non-public-safety positions 
that do not support legally mandated services. 
Hiring should continue for deputies, corrections 
officers, emergency communications staff, 
prosecutors and other essential personnel. This 
approach could reduce costs without weakening 
emergency response.

Administrative overhead offers another 
opportunity for savings. Functions such as 
human resources, payroll, purchasing, commu-
nications and information technology may be 
consolidated or streamlined. Management struc-
tures and executive-level vacancies should be 
reviewed before positions are refilled. Savings 
generated through greater efficiency could then 
be redirected to frontline law enforcement.

Consultant services deserve examination
Consultant and professional-service contracts 

also deserve examination. Some outside services 
are necessary, but spending on consulting, mar-
keting, public relations and specialized legal 

work may be delayed, reduced or eliminated 
without affecting statutory responsibilities.

Capital projects postponed
Likewise, nonessential capital projects—

including office remodels, discretionary 
equipment purchases and replacement of 
nonemergency vehicles—could be post-
poned. These one-time savings would provide 
immediate support for patrol staffing and 
jail operations while longer-term solutions 
are developed.

Clackamas County should consider adopting 
priority-based budgeting that ranks spend-
ing according to core responsibilities. Public 
safety, public health, courts, transportation 
infrastructure and legally mandated services 
should receive the highest priority. Departments 
must be required to demonstrate measurable 
results and explain how their spending supports 
county priorities before discretionary programs 
are renewed.

Matching fund programs re-examined
Grant-funded programs requiring substantial 

county matching funds should also be evaluated 
individually. Although many grants provide 
valuable services, some may not justify their 
local costs. Although I don’t recommend it, 
limited reserve funds could serve as a temporary 
bridge if accompanied by a clear replenishment 
plan, but reserves should not become an ongoing 
funding source.

The Sheriff’s Office must aggressively seek 
state and federal reimbursements, grants and 
regional partnerships for corrections, behavioral 
health programs, specialized units, training, 
fleet maintenance and dispatch.

Finally, transparency must guide every 
decision. The county needs to publish an easily 
understandable public dashboard showing 
departmental budgets, administrative costs, 
vacancies, overtime and measurable program 
outcomes. Voters must understand this so they 
are informed when they fill out their ballots, 
to include voting on any future Sheriff levy.

The voter’s rejection of Measure 3-633 
requires difficult choices, but it also creates an 
opportunity to improve efficiency and rebuild 
public confidence. Before cutting deputies, 
detectives or jail beds, Clackamas County must 
reduce unnecessary costs, postpone nonessential 
spending and place public safety first. 

It will take courageous leaders, willing to 
make tough decisions, in order to balance the 
need to protect the financially stressed tax 
payer, while continuing to provide for the law 
and order they demand. n

Mark Shull served as a Clackamas County 
Commissioner from 2021 to 2025. He is 
a current nominee for District 2 in the 
November election, facing incumbent 
Paul Savas.
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Building Material Supplier
PARKERBUILDINGS.COM

800-331-0155 ∙ 503-981-0890
QUALITY SINCE 1982

FOB Hubbard, OR. Price subject to change without notice.

ENCLOSED PERMITTED BUILDING

Customizable Options & Prices
are available on our website.

This building has Engineered Plans and Price is based on
25# Snow Load, “B” Exposure.

FEATURES: Gable & I/S Trusses, (1) 3068 door #95, (2) 10' wide R/P 
Overhead Door, Roof Blanket Insulation, Painted Roof Walls & Trim.

 10' Eave 13' Eave 15' Eave 17' Eave
24 x 36 $13,545 $15,127 $16,235 $18,130
30 x 36 $15,252 $16,827 $18,128 $20,119
30 x 48 $17,561 $19,355 $21,080 $23,495
36 x 36 $16,905  $18,661 $20,017 $22,274
36 x 48 $19,526 $21,473 $23,434 $24,831
40 x 48 $21,103 $22,573 $24,988 $27,662
40 x 60 $23,999  $26,110 $28,348 $30,744

400 SW Walters Dr., Gresham
forestlawncem.com

503-736-0102

We present the 
options and You 
make the choices:
• Cremation prices 

start at $1995.
• Burial start at 

$2450 (casket not 
included).

• Planning in 
advance with 

payment options 
available.

“Socialism is a philosophy of failure, the creed of ignorance, 
and the gospel of envy, its inherent virtue is the equal 

sharing of misery.” 
— Winston Churchill

“I’ve coached 
for over 30 years 

and this was 
probably the 

most coachable 
group I’ve ever 

had.” 
— Tony Turin

Now it needed a team.
For many of the girls, 

football was almost entirely 
new territory. A few had 
grown up around the sport, 
watching brothers or friends 
play on Friday nights, but 
most had never lined up for a 
snap, run a passing route, or 
learned defensive coverages. 
The Turin’s daughter, Jamela 
Turin, joined the team and 
would became one of the 
team’s key players. They 
were athletes, certainly, 
but football was a different 
language.

The coaches understood 
that from the beginning. 
“There wasn’t any assump-
tion that everybody already 
knew the game,” Tony Turin 
explained. “We just started 
where they were.”

Practices often took place 
on Sundays as the fledg-
ling program tried to work 
around busy schedules and 
limited field availability. 
Volunteer coaches patiently 
explained fundamentals that 
veteran football players take 
for granted—how to line up 
correctly, how to pull a flag 
without drawing a penalty, 
how to run routes, where to 
look before the snap, and 
why certain plays worked 
while others didn’t. Every 
practice brought new ques-
tions and new discoveries.

Sometimes those lessons 
produced more laughter than 
precision. Jennalee still 
laughs about one early prac-
tice when the coaches called 
for a “fumble” drill. Having 
never heard the term before, 
she confidently announced 
that she was ready for the 
“crumble” drill. The name 
stuck, becoming one of those 
inside jokes that teammates 
still smile about. It was a 
lighthearted reminder that 
everyone was learning 
together.

Those moments of humor 
helped create something 
deeper than a football team. 
They created trust.

Nobody was embar-
rassed for asking questions. 
Nobody pretended to know 
more than they did. The girls 
encouraged one another, cel-
ebrated small victories and 
improved together. Week 
by week, the uncertainty 
that marked those first prac-
tices slowly gave way to 
confidence.

Tony believes that attitude 
made all the difference. In 
more than three decades of 
coaching, he said, he had 
rarely encountered a group 
so eager to learn.

“They were probably the 
most coachable team I’ve 
ever coached,” he said. “If 
we taught them something 
on Monday, they came back 
having worked on it. They 
wanted to get better.” Kim 

noticed the same thing.
The players arrived early, 

stayed late, and embraced 
challenges. Experience may 
have been in short supply, 
but enthusiasm never was.

Soon, something remark-
able began to happen. The 
girls who only weeks ear-
lier had been learning the 
difference between a slant 
route and a screen pass 
were beginning to play with 
confidence. The coaches 
could see it in practice. 
Parents could see it from 
the sidelines.

From dreaming to 
contending

No one expected Sandy 
High’s first girls flag foot-
ball team to become one of 
the surprise stories of the 
Oregon season.

As practices progressed, 

Tony and Kim Turin watched 
the girls absorb new con-
cepts at a remarkable pace. 
Every week they became a 
little more confident, a little 
more disciplined and a little 
more comfortable with the 
game. Mistakes that had 
been common during the 
opening practices gradually 
disappeared, replaced by 
crisp execution and grow-
ing confidence. The players’ 
athletic ability had always 
been there. What surprised 
the coaches was how quickly 
they transformed raw talent 
into football instincts.

Tony Turin attributes 
much of that growth to the 
players’ willingness to learn.

“I’ve coached for over 30 
years,” he said, “and this was 
probably the most coachable 
group I’ve ever had.” If the 
coaches introduced a new 
concept during practice, the 
girls returned having thought 
about it, studied it and prac-
ticed it on their own. They 
were eager for instruction, 
welcomed constructive crit-
icism and genuinely wanted 
to improve.

Jennalee believes that 
attitude became one of the 
team’s greatest strengths. 
Because almost everyone 
was learning together, there 
was very little concern 
about individual statistics 
or personal recognition. 
The players celebrated one 
another’s success, encour-
aged teammates after 
mistakes and developed a 
chemistry that grew stronger 

The poster that started it all? Jennalee’s interest in 
football began when she began asking about how to 
play during her boyfriend Hudson’s games. (Photo 
courtesy Krystal Nail)

Fighting for football
 � Continued from page 9

	� Continued on page 38
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Generated illustration. Not of actual scene or persons.

Colorful sea-captain was like 
an 1800s Han Solo
A rascally skipper led creditors and lawmen on a 
merry chase from Olympia to Mexico By FINN J.D. JOHN

Writer

	� Continued on page 21

Columbia River Bar, Clatsop County; 1860s

There was no reason 
why the U.S. Mar-
shal should spend the 

night on board the cramped, 
smelly little freight schooner 
he was in charge of. After 
all, the ship was anchored 
in a semi-civilized town — 
Steilacoom, near Tacoma 
in the Washington territory 
— and there were several 
decent hotels there. The next 
day he’d have a few hours’ 
cruise to Seattle, where the 
ship would be sold to pay 
the debts of its owner, Cap-
tain James “Jemmy” Jones 
— who was, by a happy 
coincidence, locked up in 
a jailhouse over 100 miles 
away.

Or so he thought. Actually 
he was much closer. In fact, 
as the marshal stepped off 
the deck of the little freighter 
and walked off toward his 
comfy hotel bed, there is a 
pretty good chance Captain 
Jemmy Jones actually waved 

a cheerful goodbye to him 
as he left.

Near death experience
The whole situation 

stemmed from a near-death 
experience Jemmy and his 
crew had had the previous 
year, while crossing over the 
dreaded Columbia River Bar 
in his ship, the Jenny Jones.

(Got that? “Jenny Jones” 
was the ship; “Jemmy Jones” 
was its skipper. Confusing, 
yes? But, back to our story:)

It had been, as Jemmy 
would have said, a rum 
go. The weather had been 
stormy, the sea towering and 
dangerous — too danger-
ous for the taste of the bar 
pilot, who opted to wait for 
the storm to subside before 
risking his little boat in it. 
Jemmy and his crew did not 
want to spend another day or 
two tossing about on the sea. 
Jemmy had been across the 
bar many times, and knew it 

pretty well. So, he decided 
to go for it.

But the wind died off  
just at the wrong moment, 
and the current pulled the 
ship away toward one of 
the sandbars. By the time it 
picked up again, the Jenny 
Jones was aground.

Desperate to get free of 
the clinging sand, Jemmy 
and his crew started flinging 
cargo overboard to lighten 
the ship.

This desperation measure, 
to Jemmy’s probable sur-
prise, worked. So the Jenny 
Jones, having slipped away 
from a watery grave by the 
skin of her barnacles, pro-
ceeded to Astoria to offload 
what was left of her cargo.

They wanted their money
It was a happy ending for 

everyone involved, with 
the sole exception of the 
Portland merchants who 
had been the owners of the 

freight which Jemmy had 
helped toss overboard.

These owners thought the 
freight had been lost because 
of Jemmy’s recklessness in 
not waiting for a pilot. They 
demanded that Jemmy pony 
up $4,600 to cover their 
losses; he ignored them; so 
they laid their case before 
a judge and got a judgment 
against him.

Jemmy had shown no sign 
of paying that judgment, so 
the federal marshals had 
been duly ordered to find 
and seize his ship.

Their timing had been 
really fortunate — for them, 
of course, not for Jemmy — 
because Jemmy had gotten 
himself into some trouble 
in Canada just before the 
marshal made his move.

He caught up with the 
ship in Olympia. Jemmy had 
apparently sent his crew on 
without him so that the cargo 
could be delivered on time, 

while he sorted out his legal 
difficulties.

And so, as the Jenny Jones 
was being tied off at the 
dock in Steillacoom, the 
marshal had good reason 
to believe Jemmy was still 
languishing in a jail cell in 
Victoria, B.C., several days’ 
journey away. By the time 
he made bail, his ship would 
be sold and his debts would 
be paid — at least, that’s 
what the marshal thought 
as he checked into his hotel 
room for the night.

What he didn’t know 
was that Captain Jemmy 
Jones, one of the most col-
orful skippers in West Coast 
maritime history and one of 
the most resourceful as well, 
had broken out of jail.

Then, with the help of 
some friends, he’d tarted 
himself up in a dress and 
bonnet, strutted unnoticed 
past the guards, and then 
actually paddled across the 

Strait of Juan de Fuca in a 
canoe — across 11 miles of 
open sea, in February! — to 
get back to the U.S.

And that’s when he’d 
learned that his ship had 
been seized by the U.S. 
Marshal’s office.

Time to give up? Not for 
Jemmy Jones. The intrepid 
(or maybe just plain crazy) 
captain had hurried on down 
to Olympia, found his repos-
sessed ship — and, finding 
that the marshal was making 
a little extra money by sell-
ing tickets, booked passage 
on it as a passenger. He’d 
been on the ship the whole 
time.

It’s tempting to picture 
Jemmy that night, with 
a hat pulled low over his 
forehead to hide his face, 
furtively watching and smil-
ing, maybe even waving in 
a friendly sort of way, as the 
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marshal stepped ashore and 
walked out of sight.

Jemmy wasn’t home free 
yet, though. The marshal had 
an assistant or deputy with 
him, who he left in charge of 
the ship for the night.

But when, early the next 
morning, the assistant went 
ashore to talk to his boss 
about something at the hotel, 
leaving the ship wholly 
unsupervised, Jemmy saw 
his chance. After hurriedly 
revealing his presence to the 
schooner’s crew, the wily 
skipper got right to work 
implementing Phase 2 of 
one of his most audacious 
plans ever: The theft of his 
own ship, from right under 
the nose of the law.

A bit of “Jemmy” history
We l s h m a n  J a m e s 

“Jemmy” Jones had come 

to the West Coast in 1849 for 
the California Gold Rush. 
He’d been lucky in the 
fields, and soon had a grub-
stake together big enough to 
outfit himself with a freight 
ship and go into business as 
a skipper.

As a sea-captain, Jemmy 
turned out to be a marvel 
— in a “19th-century Han 
Solo” kind of way. Historian 
James McCurdy calls him 
“a veritable stormy petrel, 
always in some trouble or 
another on the high seas.” 
Five of his ships sank or 
broke up beneath his feet. 
His third shipwreck earned 
him a place in the geography 
books when he crashed his 
schooner into a small island 
right in the harbor at Victoria 
— the island that today is 
known as Jemmy Jones 
Island. The incident on the 
Columbia bar, had it gone 
the way such groundings 
usually did, would have been 
a shipwreck as well — and, 

given the survival rates for 
ships broken up on the bar, 
probably his last.

That incident on the bar 
may have been Jemmy’s 
inspiration for the innova-
tion that would put him in 
the history books as well 
as the geography ones. 

Crossing the bar in a sail-
ing ship was, and still is, a 
very dangerous endeavor; 
the area is peppered with 
wind shadows in which a 
sailing ship can suddenly 
find itself drifting becalmed 
at the mercy of the currents, 
which run right across sand-
bars too shallow for a ship. 
Sidewheel steamers had a 
much easier time staying 
in the channel, but their big 
paddlewheels got in the way 
and made all but the simplest 
sailing moves impracticable. 
But a new kind of propul-
sion system had just recently 
been invented — the screw 
propeller — that solved that 
problem. So, why not put a 
steam engine in his sailing 
ship?

And so it was that, in 1864, 
the Jenny Jones became the 
first ship of the type that 
would become known as 
a “steam schooner,” a trim 
schooner-rigged sailing ship 
with a modest steam plant 
below decks.

In doing so, Jemmy 

invented probably the most 
important type of ship in 
the history of the West 
Coast. You’ll sometimes 
hear the invention of the 
steam schooner credited to 
a less disreputable innovator 
who did the same thing to 
a lumber schooner in San 
Francisco 15 years later, 
but that’s simply incorrect. 
Jemmy did it first.

(Actually, Jemmy himself 
may not have been the first 
to do this. Historian Gene 
Barron, an expert on the 
West Coast steam schoo-
ner fleet, says there were a 
number of steam-powered 
fishing schooners in British 
Columbian waters around 
the same time. This could 
explain where Jemmy got 
the idea for his ship, but it 
also casts some doubt on the 
claim that Jemmy’s was first. 
As with so many things from 
the 1860s, we’ll probably 
never know.)

With his innovative new 
power setup, Jemmy started 
making profitable runs from 

Portland to Victoria late in 
1864.

But apparently he wasn’t 
making the money fast 
enough to pay his Portland 
creditors. They’d called 
upon the law to help them 
collect, and as a result, if 
Jemmy Jones wanted his 
schooner back, he was going 
to have to steal it.

In Steillacoom that day, 
Jemmy got busy doing 
exactly that.

By the skin of their teeth
Having a steam engine on 

board made Jones’ escape 
that much easier. They must 
have been building steam 
already for the day’s journey 
to Seattle — or perhaps the 
crew had been secretly get-
ting ready all along. In any 
event, as soon as the long 
arm of the law headed off 
to breakfast, the Jenny Jones 
headed off to the open sea.

The reaction of the 
lawmen when they saw the 
empty slip where they’d left 

See our website for additional panel
profiles and products!

Quality Steel Buildings

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.
7:30-4:30

Your local metal roofing and siding supplier!

www.metallionindustries.com
40 yr. warranty paint *** 30+ colors available

CHOOSE YOUR SIZE
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CALL FOR QUOTE
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This image shows a classic early steam schooner built like those built on the west coast in the 1880s. This is likely 
similar to the Jenny Jones; note the sail furled around the aft boom. (Image: Generated illustration based on 
historical photos and descriptions)

This map of the Columbia River bar was made in 1855. The tiny island between Cape 
Disappointment and Point Adams is the notorious Middle Sands, which was where sailing 
ships often fetched up when the wind died down unexpectedly. (Image: WSU Libraries) 	� Continued on page 22

Jemmy Jones: 19th 
century “Han Solo”

 � Continued from page 20
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their 95-foot, several-hun-
dred-ton charge is lost to 
history. Perhaps it’s just as 
well.

Desperate times
Meanwhile, Jones and his 

crew were out at sea with 
very little fuel in the bunkers 
and not much food in the 
cupboards, and they were 
now wanted men in both 
the U.S. and Canada. Jones 
managed to get the ship to 
Port Ludlow, where they 
loaded a couple cords of 
firewood on board and cast 
off again quick. This load 
was enough to get the ship 
to Nanaimo, which Jemmy 
apparently hoped would be 
remote enough to not yet 
know him as an outlaw.

No such luck. Although 
they didn’t try to arrest 
him at Nanaimo, neither 
would they sell him coal. 
So instead, he hired some 
Native Americans to help 
him load about 12 tons of 
coal dust from a nearby 
abandoned coal dump. 
Another stop in a third port 
brought a big load of cord-
wood to mix with the coal 
dust, and the Jenny Jones 

was ready for the open sea 
— and Mexico, the only 
country in North America 
that didn’t have a warrant 
out for his arrest.

Along the way, the outlaw 
mariners encountered a 
waterlogged sloop, the 
Deerfoot, whose exhausted 
crew of three had been labor-
ing mightily trying to keep 
her afloat and were steadily 
losing the battle. The crew 
begged to be taken off, and 
Jones was happy to oblige; 
they also took off the sloop’s 
cargo of food provisions. 
With that, the crew of the 
little steam schooner had 
everything they needed for 
their journey.

Under sail and steam both, 
the Jenny Jones headed 
south, arriving in Mexico 
25 days later. There, Jemmy 
started running freight again, 
but after some labor-related 
drama involving the res-
cued crew of the Deerfoot, 
in which someone stole the 
rudder off his ship, Jemmy 
gave it up in disgust, sold the 
Jenny Jones for the princely 
sum of $10,000 and headed 
for home.

When the ship Jemmy was 
on got to San Francisco, he 
stepped boldly and casu-
ally onto the shore, as if 
he had nothing to hide and 

nothing to worry about. 
The records are silent on 
this, but one imagines him 
as unworried, confident, a 
little cocky — like James 
Garner’s character in “The 
Rockford Files.”

Of course, he was arrested 
almost immediately when 
the authorities realized he 
was in town, and promptly 
hauled into court.

Case dismissed
In court, Jemmy’s defense 

was that he had not actually 
escaped from the marshal 
— rather, the marshal had 
abandoned his charge and 
he, finding it unattended 
there in the harbor, had 
simply recovered his prop-
erty. The judge agreed, the 
case was dismissed, and 
Jones’ creditors had to sue 
the marshal for their $4,600. 
(I haven’t been able to learn 
if they got it or not.)

Jones was also arrested 
and tried on criminal charges 
in Steilacoom, but acquitted 
there as well.

The Jenny Jones disap-
peared into obscurity in 
Mexico. Perhaps she was 
simply too ahead of her 
time; another steam schoo-
ner would not be built until 
roughly 1880, at which time 
the type would revolutionize 

West Coast transportation.
As for Captain Jemmy, 

he moved back to British 
Columbia and, for years, 
skippered a small schooner 
— not a steamer this time — 
called Industry, aboard which 
he almost died in a fifth and 
final shipwreck in 1878.

He died a few years later, 
in his early 50s, after having 
become mentally unhinged. 
It must be said that in 
Jemmy’s day, most often 
when men in late middle age 
went crazy and died, syphilis 
was the cause. I have not 
been able to determine if that 

was the case with Jemmy 
Jones, or if something else 
— head trauma, for exam-
ple, or perhaps alcoholism 
— caused his demise.

But most people will 
agree that the world was a 
less colorful place after he 
left it. HVN

Sources: British Columbia 
Coast Names, a book by John 
T. Walbran, published in 1909 
by Government Publishing of 
Ottawa; Lewis & Dryden’s 
Marine History of the Pacific 
Northwest, a book by E.W. 
Wright, published in 1895 

by Lewis & Dryden; Pacific 
Lumber Ships, a book by 
Gordon Newell, published in 
1960 by Superior Publishing of 
Seattle; and By Juan de Fuca’s 
Strait, a book by James G. 
McCurdy, published in 1937 by 
Binford and Mort of Portland.) 
     Finn J.D. John teaches 
at Oregon State University 
and writes about odd tidbits 
of Oregon history. His most 
recent book, Bad Ideas and 
Horrible People of Old 
Oregon, published by Ouragan 
House last year. To contact 
him or suggest a topic: finn@
offbeatoregon.com. 
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McCord Construction is an excellent company. Highly 
professional, women friendly and very, very helpful. 
They will go the distance to solve problems. Would 

give them 6 stars if I could. They have done at least 10 
jobs for me. — Pattie H.
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A colorized recreation of an unknown artist’s rendering of Steilacoom’s waterfront in 
1858. Original picture was from the collection of Mrs. Clyde V. Davidson, Steilacoom 
resident. The steamboat is the Enterprise, which traded between Olympia and 
Steilacoom. (Image: Tacoma Public Library)

Jemmy Jones: 19th 
century “Han Solo”

 � Continued from page 21
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August—Dine out and 
support local
Support our local restaurants 
by eating out at least once this 
month. Some great places to go:
Biscuits Cafe, 1905 NE 
Division St., Gresham for a 
great breakfast or brunch 
and even a mimosa. They are 

open Mon.-Sat. From 6:30am 
to 2:30pm, and Sundays from 
7am to 2:30pm. For more infor-
mation: www.biscuitscafe.com.
Flavours of India, 458 SE 185th, 
#104, Portland for delicious 
dishes of India, beer or wine. 
They are open daily from 11am 
to 9pm. Go to:  flavoursofind-

ia-rmh.cloveronline.com to see 
their menu and/or order.

Aug. Mon. & Wed.—
Free Music Concerts in 
Gresham
Free Music Concerts—Every 
Monday in August there will 
be music in Gresham at the 
Gresham Arts Plaza, 401 
NE Second St., at the Music 
Monday Concerts from 5:30-
8:30pm. Spend your Monday 
evening with great music, deli-
cious food, family activities, 
and a wonderful community 
atmosphere. Wednesday Music 
in the Park will also have free 
concerts every Wednesday 
during August at Gresham 
parks in the area. To learn 
about both of these events 
lineup and various park loca-
tions for the Wednesday music, 
visit spiritofgresham.org. Bring 
your own chairs and blankets 
for seating.

Aug. Mon. & Fri.—Line 
Dancing for Seniors
Gresham Senior Center, 600 
NE 8th Street, Rm.130, have 
classes all month long for 
seniors. One of the classes is 
Line Dancing with Robin. This 
class, held every Monday and 
Friday from 10am to noon in 
the Trillium Room, is a drop-in 
class for beginners and inter-
mediate skill levels. Suggested 
donation: $2. For more informa-
tion and a list of other classes 

visit: www.greshamseniorcen-
ter.com.

Aug. Tuesdays—Music at 
the Market in Troutdale
Welcome to Music at the 
Market, held at Mayors Square, 
114 E Historic Columbia 
River Hwy., Troutdale. This is 
Troutdale’s summer celebra-
tion of community, food, and 
live entertainment that will be 
held every Tuesday evening 
in August. This lively event 
combines the charm of a local 
farmers market with the energy 
of live music. Vendors will start 
operating at 4:30pm and the 
market runs until 8pm. Music 
at the Market features live per-
formances by a different band 
each week. Unless otherwise 
noted, bands will play from 
5pm to 8pm each night. 

Aug. Wednesdays—
Wednesdays in the 
Park-Troutdale
Wednesdays in the Park is a 
free program that is built for 
kids ages 17 & under — espe-
cially those in the in-between 
years who want to hang out, 
stay active, and actually have 
fun. This is a laid-back, come-
and-go hangout with games, 
creative activities, and plenty 
of space to connect with friends 
(or make new ones). Just drop 
in anytime from 11am to 1pm at 
the Forest Shelter at Columbia 
Park (next to Imagination 

Station), 1900 SW Cherry Park 
Rd.,Troutdale. No pre-registra-
tion is required. Kids 10 and 
under must be with an adult.

Aug. Wednesdays—
Veteran’s Coffee at 
Gresham Senior Center
Every Wednesday from 8:30am 
to 10am the Gresham Senior 
Center, 600 NE 8th Street,  
Room 130, Gresham, holds a 
free Veteran’s Coffee meeting. 
Come join them for friendship, 
coffee and snacks. You can 
also learn about veteran ben-
efits or how to join the VFW or 
American Legion. 

Aug. Thursdays—
Rockwood Community 
Market
The Rockwood Community 
Market features local farmers, 
growers and small businesses 
showcasing their products at 
this weekly farmers market held 
at the Rockwood Market Hall, 
458 SE 185th Ave., Portland. 
The market runs on Thursdays  
through September at the 
Downtown Rockwood Plaza 
from 3pm to 7pm. For more 
information, call 503-907-6016.

Aug. Thursdays—
Storytime in the Park
On Thursdays at 10am at Sandy 
Bluff Park, 36901 Goldenrain 
Street,  Sandy, the Sandy 
Library’s Miss Monica will 
read books and everyone will 

sing songs and learn rhymes 
together. Todos Juntos will pro-
vide a craft. Bring your own 
comfy blanket, pillow, or lawn 
chair to sit on.

Aug. Fridays—Mt. Hood 
Farmer’s Market
The Mt. Hood Farmer’s Market 
is held every Friday from 2pm 
to 7pm May through October 
at 38600 Proctor Blvd., Sandy.  
This season the market hosts 
wonderful previous vendors 
as well as welcoming many 
new farm, artisan and food 
vendors. For more information, 
visit www.mounthoodfarmers-
market.org.

Aug.Fridays—Gresham 
Senior Center Qigong
Gresham Senior Center, 600 
NE 8th Street, Rm.130, have 
classes all month long for 
seniors. One of the classes 
is Qigong, taught by NUWA 
Integrative Wellness, a new 
holistic approach care center 
in Gresham. This class is held 
on Friday mornings from 9am 
to 10am in the Gresham Senior 
Center Library. For more 
information and a list of other 
classes visit: www.greshamse-
niorcenter.com.

Aug. Saturdays—
Gresham Farmers’ 
Market
The Original Gresham 
Farmers’ Market features local 
fruit, produce, flowers, artisan 
crafts, fresh food, baked goods, 
homemade toiletries and live 
music. A fun, family-friendly 
market that supports buying 
locally. Open every Saturday, 
8:30am to 2pm, May through 
October at the Gresham Arts 
Plaza, 401 NE Second Street, 
Gresham. For more informa-
tion, call 971-303-2248 or email 
manager@greshamfarmers-
market.com.

Aug. 1—Burns Feed 
Store Customer 
Appreciation Day
Burns Feed Store, 29215 SE 
Orient Drive, Gresham, will be 
having their 76th year celebra-
tion, Customer Appreciation 
Day, on Saturday, Aug. 1st 
from 10am to 2pm. Come 
enjoy vendor booths, give away 
tables, face painting, clown, 
coin hunt, photo booth, horse-
shoeing, food and much more. 
Be sure to pick up what you 
need for livestock and pets, and 
a special gift for someone or 
even yourself in their awesome 
gift shop. 

Aug. 1-Sept.12—Sign 
up for Cruisin’ with the 
Cops Car Show
Sign up now to participate in 
the Cruisin’ with the Cops Car 
Show. See more info at end of 
these News Notes for Sept. 13th.

Learn More at
SpiritofGresham.org

EVERY MONDAY JULY & AUGUST

WEDNESDAYS JULY & AUGUST

Gresham Arts Plaza

Gresham PArks
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Aug. 3—Men’s Book 
Club-Sandy
Come to the Sandy Library, 
38980 Proctor Blvd., Sandy, 
for the Men’s Book Club on  
Monday, August. 3rd  at 7pm. 
This month the club will discuss 
“How to Know a Person: The 
Art of Seeing Others” by David 
Brooks.  Information, email: 
ehouck@ci.sandy.or.us.

Aug. 3, 17—Teen 
Hangout in Sandy
Teen Hangout is a drop-in 
program that provides teens, 
grades 6th-12th, a dedicated 
space to hangout, make friends, 
watch movies and YouTube on 
the big screen, play games, 
share interests, listen to music, 
get creative and more. Themed 
crafts and events held monthly. 
Snacks provided. They meet 
the first and third Mondays of 
each month from 4pm to 6pm 
at the Hoyt Community Room 
in the Sandy Library, 38980 
Proctor Blvd., Sandy. 

Aug. 4—Gresham Night 
Out
Bring your family and invite 
your neighbors to celebrate 
Gresham’s Night Out at 
Gresham Arts Plaza, 401 
NE 2nd Street, Gresham on 
Tuesday, August 4th, from 
5:30pm to 8:30 pm. Join 
Gresham’s Police and Fire 
departments for a fun family 
event with games hosted by 

the City of Gresham. Activities 
include: Free ice cream, 
Music, Face painting, and 
Yard games. National Night 
Out is an annual communi-
ty-building campaign that 
promotes police-community 
partnerships and neighbor-
hood camaraderie to make 
our neighborhoods safer, more 
caring places to live. Learn 
more at GreshamOregon.gov/
National-Night-Out.

Aug. 4—Estacada 
National Night Out
Join the Traffic and Public 
Safety Committee for their 
annual National Night Out 
(NNO) event on Tuesday, 
August 4th from 5pm to 8pm. 
The event will take place at 
Wade Creek Park behind the 
library, 747 Northwest Wade 
Street, Estacada.

Aug. 5—Sandy Chamber 
Morning Perk
Morning Perk includes 
networking, round table dis-
cussions, Chamber updates, 
and each month they highlight 
a local nonprofit organization. 
Chamber Members and their 
guests have an opportunity 
to share about their company 
and any announcements they 
may have. Chamber members 
and people considering mem-
bership are welcome to this 
free event held on Wednesday, 
Aug. 5th from 7:30am to 9am at 
AntFarm Cafe, 39140 Proctor 
Blvd., Sandy.

Aug. 6—Mt. Hood 
Mustangs and Fords
The Mt. Hood Mustangs and 
Fords Club meets on the first 
Thursday of the month at 
Gresham Ford, 1999 E. Powell 
Blvd., Gresham. Come join 
them for some fun ideas and 
car talk at this meeting. The 
club meets at 6pm for some 
social time before the general 
club meeting, which begins 
at 6:30pm. This club is filled 
with fun and does fundraisers 
throughout the year for char-

ities such as SnowCap, My 
Father’s House, Shepherd’s 
Door, and many more.

Aug. 6—Youth Futsal 
Tournament
Come to a free Futsal 
Tournament for youth 16 and 
younger on Thursday, August 
6th from 5pm to 7:30pm at 
Vance Park, 1400 SE 182nd 
Avenue, Gresham. Futsal is a 
fast-paced, five-player game. 
Wear comfortable sports 
clothing and athletic shoes. 
Bring a water bottle. Enjoy 
free pizza, snacks, bever-
ages and prizes. Tournament 
schedules will be posted the 
day of the event based on the 
number of registrations. For 
more information, email Larry.
Pear@GreshamOregon.gov. 
Register online by visiting www.
greshamoregon.gov events 
calendar.

Aug. 6,12,20,26—
Dungeons & Dragons
Two groups of players, both 
experienced and new to the 
game, gather around the 
table at the Sandy Library, 
38980 Proctor Blvd., Sandy 
each month from 6pm to 8pm. 
Group 1 meets the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays. Group 2 meets 
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays. They 
invite you to come join them. 
Seats are limited. Contact Kris 
Ritchie to register at kritchie@
ci.sandy.or.us.

Aug. 7—First Friday 
Street Fair
Troutdale’s First Friday Street 
Fair is fun for the whole 
family and showcases the 
West Columbia River Gorge’s 
vibrant art and maker scene. 
The summer street fair expands 
the monthly First Friday event 
into Historic Columbia River 
Highway, with more than 80 
vendors, sidewalk dining, local 
beers, live music at Mayors 
Square, kids’ activities, and 
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RECOGNIZE - INSPIRE - PROMOTE - CELEBRATE

Engravings - Awards - Drinkware
Gifts - Signage - Logo’d Apparel

In-House Production - Expert Design

503-336-4446
www.CrownTrophy.com

TURN MOMENTS
INTO MEMORIES
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Rick Stubblefield Glenn White

503-665-2649

★ Home
★ Auto
★ Fire
★ Flood
★ Theft
★ Medicare
★ Business Ins.
★ Bus. Owners 

Policy 

The insurance you need from
experienced agents you can trust.

28255 SE Eagle Creek Rd. Estacada
Office: (503) 630-4558
www.EagleFernEquine.com

• Performance horse & lameness evaluations

• Preventative Medicine

• Digital Radiography

• Reproduction
• Dentistry

• Elective Surgery
• Internal Medicine

• In House Laboratory
• Large Animal Services

• Hospital & Ambulatory Services

We Care for Your Horse

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
16605 Champion Way 
Sandy, OR 97055
Scan the QR code to visit our 
website at sandycinema.com!

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/30/26

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

“Whenever there was a dictatorship in Europe, jazz 
was outlawed. And whenever freedom returned 
to those countries, the playing of jazz inevitably 

accompanied it.”  
— Dave Brubeck, jazz legend

Commissioner  
Jones-Dixon announces 
e-newsletter

Dear readers, 
I’m thrilled to announce the launch 

of the District 4 newsletter! This 
digital publication is designed to:

• Ensure every community 
member has accurate access to 
the information regarding both 
County and district-specific initiatives and programs.

• Advocate for District 4 by amplifying your voices 
and needs in Multnomah County.

• Facilitate meaningful two-way dialogue between 
the Commissioner’s office and District 4 constituents.

• Serve as a toolkit for staying actively involved in 
our vibrant East County communities.

Please visit my Multnomah County page at https://
multco.us/profile/vince-jones-dixon to find the newsletter 
sign-up link!

Warmly, 
Commissioner Vince Jones-Dixon

Multnomah County, District 4

Aug. 14—Jessie Leigh in Concert

Oregon country music artist Jessie Leigh 
will be live at Cascade Athletic Club. Known 
for her high-energy performances and power-
ful stage presence, Jessie Leigh has shared 
the stage with country stars like Luke Combs 
and Morgan Wallen and has earned more than 
500,000 Spotify streams. Sponsors: Cascade 

Athletic Clubs, Weston Dealerships, McCord 
Construction, SNAP Fitness, Promoninja. 
Concert is from 7-9pm at Cascade Athletic 
Club, 19201 SE Division Street, Gresham. 
Admission: $20 Tickets in Advance. Go to 
www.greshamchamber.org under calendar 
of events. n
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much more! The next fair will 
be held on Friday, Aug. 7th 
from 5pm to 9pm in Downtown 
Troutdale, 249 E. Historic 
Columbia River Hwy. Learn 
more at troutdaleoregon.gov/
firstfriday.  

Aug. 7—Movies in the 
Park in Gresham
Gresham Parks and Recreation 
presents FREE Movies in the 
Park, the perfect backdrop for a 
summer open-air cinema event 
with your family and friends. 
This month enjoy a double 
feature on Friday, August 7th 
from 6:30pm to 10:30pm: two 
different movies, with the first, 
“GOAT” starting at 6:30pm and 
the second “Jurassic World 
Rebirth” at 8:30pm. Bring your 
cozy blankets and favorite 
movie snacks to Red Sunset 
Park, 2403 NE Red Sunset 
Drive in Gresham for this event. 

Aug. 8—Mt. Hood Quilt 
Guild Sale
The Mt. Hood Quilt Guild 
is having their 7th Annual 
Summer Sale on Saturday, 
August 8th from 9am to 
2pm in the parking lot of 
the Mountainview Christian 
Church, 1890 NE Cleveland 
Street, Gresham. This is a huge 
fabric and craft sale with tons 
of quilter’s cotton, other fabrics, 
quilting tools, notions, rulers, 
thread, books, patterns and lots 
of crafting supplies. All fabric 
is just $4 per yard. A sewing 
machine and two sergers on 
sale for a great price.

Aug.8—American 
Legion and Weston KIA 
Cruise-In
Come to The American Legion, 
Post 74 and Weston KIA 12th 
Annual Cruise-In on Saturday, 
August 8th from 10am to 2pm 
at PGE Estacada Timber Park, 
30878 NW Evergreen Way, 
Estacada. Raffles for cash 

prizes; custom hand made tro-
phies, DJ music, amazing food 
and more. Registration is $25 
per vehicle (no checks) and this 
doesn’t include $5 per vehicle 
PGE Park Fee. For more infor-
mation: email-Larrymo0343@
gmail.com.

Aug. 8, 18—Summer 
Bike Repair Hub
The Summer Bike Repair Hub 
will be held on Saturday, Aug. 
8th and on Tuesday, Aug. 18th 
from 11am to 2pm at Main City 
Park, Coho Picnic Shelter, 219 
South Main Ave., Gresham. Get 
free basic bike repairs, as well 
as maintenance tips and tricks 
from Bikes for Humanity. You 
can also donate an old bicycle 
(in decent shape) for it to be 
repaired for someone new. For 
more information contact Bikes 
for Humanity at 503-496-6941 
or info@B4HPDX.org.

Aug. 9—Boring & Dull 
Day Community Car Show
On Sunday, August 9th Boring, 
Oregon comes alive with a 
Boring & Dull Day Celebration. 
The Community Car Show is 
one of the events happening. 
It will be held at Jerry’s Car 
Barn, 38875 SE Lusted Rd., 
Boring from from 2pm to 
6pm. Entertainment will be Ron 
Ruedi & The Hurricanes, Kid’s 

Bouncy House, and food for 

purchase. The Boring & Dull 

Day 8-9 Raffle drawing will be 

at 5pm. Sponsor is Clackamas 

County Bank. Want to show 

your car at the Boring & Dull 

Day Car Show?  Go to borin-

goregonfoundation.org for a 

registration form.

Aug. 10. 24 —Creation 
Station Sandy
Creation Station is a twice 
monthly interactive program 
that welcomes adults with 
developmental disabilities on 
the 2nd and 4th Monday of 
each month at 10am at the 
Sandy Public Library, 38980 
Proctor Blvd., Sandy. Art Lab, 

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S
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Do you love hospice work? 
Looking for a be�er place to 
prac�ce?
Join a not-for-profit team 
where you're known, 
supported and valued. 
Where work-life balance 
ma�ers. Where the 
focus is people 
not profits.

Your calling. Your hospice.

Open Positions:

503-668-5545Apply Today!

• Full-time Hospice RN Case Manager
• Part-time Hospice Aide
• Part-time Hospice Chaplain

inquire@mthoodhospice.org  |  mthoodhospice.org
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Sen. Drazan shares 
community survey 

results
In July, District 26 State Senator and 

Republican nominee for Governor 
Christine Drazan shared the results of 
a constituent survey. During the previous 
month, she had invited constituents to 
participate in an on-line community 
survey about the issues that mattered 
most to them. 

Affordability top concern
According to the survey, community 

members shared a common message: 
affordability is the top concern.

When asked what priorities the leg-
islature should focus on in 2027, 74% 
of respondents said reducing taxes and 
government spending was most import-
ant. Other top priorities included making 
Oregon more affordable, improving 
education outcomes, growing jobs, and 
supporting small businesses.

The survey also highlighted the finan-
cial pressures families continue to face. 
Utilities ranked as the biggest strain on 
household budgets for 38% of respon-
dents, followed by the cost of gas and 
groceries. Drazan said that these are 
everyday necessities and for too many 
families, the cost of simply getting by 
continues to climb.

Not surprisingly, 87% of respon-
dents said taxes in Oregon are too 
high. Oregonians work hard for their 

paychecks and 
they expect 
their tax dollars 
to be spent wisely while delivering 
results. Drazan noted that that expec-
tation should be common sense but 
often falls on deaf ears in Salem.

Cost of living most important
When asked to identify the single 

most important issue facing Oregon 
today, the cost of living ranked first 
with 27%, followed by the economy 
and jobs at 21%.

Drazan said that the community 
has spoken and the message is clear: 
Oregonians are looking for practical 
solutions that make life more afford-
able. They are not asking for a growing 
list of government programs. They are 
asking for relief from rising costs, greater 
accountability for the money being spent 
and policies that strengthen opportuni-
ties for working families.

Community thanked for participating
Drazan concluded by saying, “I remain 

committed to listening and advocating 
for policies that address these priorities.

“Thank you again to everyone who 
participated in the survey. Please con-
tinue to reach out to my office with your 
ideas, concerns or questions.” n
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on the 2nd Monday, will offer 
several arts and crafts stations 
with a variety of materials to 
accommodate different inter-
ests and abilities. Maker Lab, 
on the 4th Monday, will offer 
puzzles, games, LEGOs and 
other building and problem 
solving materials. For more 
information email kmurphy@
ci.sandy.or.us.

Aug. 12—Summer 
Preparedness and 
Weatherization 
Workshop
Join the City of Gresham and 
Community Energy Project for 
a Summer Preparedness and 
Weatherization workshop at 
the East County Library, 475 
NW Division St., Gresham on 
Wednesday, August 12th from 
5:30 pm to 7pm. During this 
bilingual (English and Spanish) 
workshop they will provide a 
cooling kit and materials to 
help you stay safe and healthy 
this summer. For more infor-
mation, email Denise.Lopez@
GreshamOregon.gov.

Aug. 12—100 Women 
Who Care Meeting
On Wednesday, Aug. 12th at 
6pm to 7pm, 100 Women Who 
Care East County will meet at 
Clackamas County Bank, 2482 
SE Burnside Rd., Gresham. 
This group of women meet 
quarterly and at each meeting 
they are given presentations 

by three local non-profits. 
After the presentations, each 
member votes for the non-profit 
they would like to see receive 
the awarded donation. The 
non-profit with the most votes 
wins all donations from those 
present and also members that 
are absent from the meeting. 
Each member has agreed to 
make a $100 donation to the 
winner. Visitors considering 
membership are welcome to 
attend this meeting and are 
not required to pay the $100 
donation.

Aug.13—Women’s Book 
Club-Sandy
Sandy Library Women’s 
Book Club meets the second 
Thursday of each month, start-
ing at 6pm at the Sandy Public 
Library Community Room, 

38980 Proctor Blvd, Sandy.  
They will meet on Aug. 13th, 
discussing the book “Loves 
Music, Loves to Dance” by 
Mary Higgins Clark. For the 
Zoom link, contact Maureen 
Houck at mhouck@ci.sandy.
or.us

Aug. 14—GACC 
Pickleball Palooza+ - 
Pickleball Tournament 
+ Live Music
The Gresham Area Chamber 
of Commerce is excited to 
introduce a brand-new summer 
event you won’t want to miss—
Pickleball Palooza, happening 
Friday, August 14th  from 3pm 
to 9pm at Cascade Athletic 
Club, 19201 SE Division Street, 
Gresham. This high-energy 
community celebration brings 
together a fun-filled pickle-

ball tournament, live music, 
and the ultimate summer 
party atmosphere—all in one 
unforgettable day. Open to 
Chamber Members and the 
entire community, Pickleball 
Palooza Pickleball Tournament 
will be from 3pm to 6pm with 
awards ceremony at the main 
event stage at 6pm. Open to all 
skill levels. Bring your chairs 
and cheer on the players! The 
evening wraps up with a live 
concert from 7pm to 9pm, fea-
turing headlining performer 
Jessie Leigh, an Oregon-based 
independent country music 
recording artist and songwriter 
known for her high-energy per-
formances, patriotic themes, 
and touring throughout the 
Pacific Northwest. She has 
opened for major national 
acts including Luke Combs 
and Morgan Wallen, and has 
earned over 500,000 Spotify 
streams—making her the per-
fect artist to close out the night 
and bring the crowd to its feet! 
Open seating - bring your blan-
kets and/or chairs. Whether 
you’re playing, cheering, or 
just coming for the music and 
summer vibes—Pickleball 
Palooza+ is the place to be 
this August! Register for the 
Pickleball Tournament and 
pay fees, Tournament Player 
Fee $55, Tournament Player 
Fee + Concert $65 at www.
greshamchamber.org under 
calendar of events. If you are 
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East Parking Lot at the Gresham Senior Center • 600 NE 8th St.
Sunday, August 30th, 2026  •  12noon to 4pm

8th ANNUAL CAR SHOW and FUNDRAISER Benefitting 
GRESHAM SENIOR CENTER and MONTAVILLA QUILTS of VALOR

FOOD • PRIZES • TROPHIES • GAMES
QUILT RAFFLE • SILENT AUCTION

Sponsorship packages for your business are
available from $250-$1,500

For more information or to be a sponsor,
please reach out to Gresham Senior Center:

GRESHAM SENIOR CENTER 
8th Annual Car Show!

Vehicle Registration $15.00 until Aug. 17th, 
$20 after Aug. 17th

Registration day of show starts at 11:00 am
Dash Plaques & plenty of Trophies!

503-988-4860
Email: Director@greshamseniorcenter.org Where seniors come

to have fun! 

 Senior Center 
G R E S HA M

600 NE 8th Street, Gresham, OR 97030

Sept. 13th — Concealed 
Firearms Permit Class
If you don’t have your permit, you 
can’t legally carry a concealed 
firearm in Oregon. On Sun., Sept. 
13th, 2026, from 12pm to 5pm, 
a Concealed Firearms Permit 
Class will be held at Clackamas 
County Bank–Gresham, 1101 
NE Burnside Rd., Gresham. The 
class will be taught by Larry 
Raglione, a certified instructor. 
The Concealed Firearms Permit 
-Utah, Arizona, or Florida, costs $80. Oregon can be 
added to this for an additional $20. This permit is good 
in up to 35 states. To register call 503-781-6080 or go to 
www.2ndrightscfp.com. n

Retired Police 
Officer Larry 

Raglione

Aug. 14: Pickleball Palooza!
The Gresham Area 

Chamber of Commerce is 
excited to introduce a brand-
new summer event you won’t 
want to miss—Pickleball 
Palooza, happening Friday, 
August 14th  from 3pm to 9pm 
at Cascade Athletic Club, 
19201 SE Division Street, 
Gresham. 

This high-energy com-
munity celebration brings 
together a fun-filled pickle-
ball tournament, live music, 
and the ultimate summer 
party atmosphere—all in 
one unforgettable day. 
Open to Chamber Members 
and the entire community, 
Pickleball Palooza Pickleball 
Tournament will be from 3pm 
to 6pm with awards ceremony 
at the main event stage at 6pm. 
Open to all skill levels. Bring 
your chairs and cheer on the 
players! 

The evening wraps up with 
a live concert from 7pm to 
9pm, featuring headlining 
performer Jessie Leigh, an 
Oregon-based independent 
country music recording 
artist and songwriter known 
for her high-energy perfor-
mances, patriotic themes, 
and touring throughout the 
Pacific Northwest. She has 
opened for major national 
acts including Luke Combs 
and Morgan Wallen, and has 
earned over 500,000 Spotify 
streams—making her the per-
fect artist to close out the night 
and bring the crowd to its 

feet! Open seating - bring 
your blankets and/or chairs. 
Whether you’re playing, 
cheering, or just coming for 
the music and summer vibes—
Pickleball Palooza+ is the 
place to be this August! 

Register for the Pickleball 
Tournament and pay fees, 
Tournament Player Fee $55, 
Tournament Player Fee + 
Concert $65 at www.gresham-
chamber.org under calendar 
of events. If you are interested 
in attending the concert only, 
you can purchase tickets, $20 
in advance and register for 
the Summer Concert featuring 
Jessie Leigh at www.gresham-
chamber.org under calendar 
of events. Pickleball Sponsors: 
Weston Dealerships, Gresham 
Senior Center, McCord 
Cons t r uc t ion ,  SNAP 
Fitness, Cascade Athletic 
Clubs, Gresham Sanitary 
Service, Promoninja, Pacific 
Office Automation. Concert 
Sponsors: Cascade Athletic 
Clubs, Weston Dealerships, 
McCord Construction, SNAP 
Fitness, Promoninja. n
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interested in attending the con-
cert only, you can purchase 
tickets, $20 in advance and reg-
ister for the Summer Concert 
featuring Jessie Leigh at www.
greshamchamber.org under 
calendar of events. Pickleball 
Sponsors: Weston Dealerships, 
Gresham Senior Center, 
McCord Construction, SNAP 
Fitness, Cascade Athletic 
Clubs, Gresham Sanitary 
Service, Promoninja, Pacific 
Office Automation. Concert 
Sponsors: Cascade Athletic 
Clubs, Weston Dealerships, 
McCord Construction, SNAP 
Fitness, Promoninja.

Aug. 14—Jessie Leigh in 
Concert
Mark your calendar for Friday, 
August 14th and get ready for 
an unforgettable evening with 
Oregon country music artist 
Jessie Leigh live at Cascade 
Athletic Club brought to you 
by the Gresham Area Chamber 
of Commerce!  Known for her 
high-energy performances and 
powerful stage presence, Jessie 
Leigh has shared the stage 
with country stars like Luke 
Combs and Morgan Wallen 
and has earned more than 
500,000 Spotify streams. Now 
she’s bringing her incredible 
talent to this community for 
a  special summer concert! 

Sponsors: Cascade Athletic 
Clubs, Weston Dealerships, 
McCord Construction, SNAP 
Fitness, Promoninja. Concert is 
from 7-pm at Cascade Athletic 
Club, 19201 SE Division 
Street, Gresham. Admission: 
$20 Tickets in Advance. Go 
to www.greshamchamber.org 
under calendar of events to 
purchase tickets.

Aug. 15—Picnic for the 
Past Dinner Fundraiser
The Gresham Historical 
Society invites you to join 
them for a 50th Anniversary 
Fundraiser on Saturday, August 
15th from 5pm to 8:30pm. Enjoy 
an old-fashioned, scratch-made 
picnic dinner of fried chicken, 
baked beans, coleslaw, water-
melon, biscuits, and desserts. 
This event will also feature live 
jazz music, a silent auction, and 
several mini history talks in a 

beautiful outdoor setting. This 
event takes place at a private 
residence in East Gresham. 
The address will be provided 
with your ticket purchase. Cost 
is $100 per person. Seating is 
limited, so make sure to reserve 
your spot in advance at www.
greshamhistorical.org under 
events. This dinner fundraiser 
benefits the restoration of two 
historic buildings in Downtown 
Gresham, the 1913 Gresham 
Library and the 1931 Zion 
Church.

Aug. 18—Business & 
Leaders Luncheon
The Gresham Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s mission is 
to Advocate, Educate, and 
Collaborate with local orga-
nizations for the vitality and 
prosperity of the region. 
The Business and Leaders 
Luncheons are one of the ways 

they fulfill that mission, and 
they invite you to join them 
for the monthly opportunity 
to network, learn, and grow 
over a delicious, locally pre-
pared lunch. This month it will 
be held on Tuesday, August 
18th from 11:30am to 1pm 
at The Persimmon Country 
Club, 500 SE Butler Rd., 
Gresham.  This month’s topic 
will be candidate forum: State 
Representative and State Senate 
Candidates. Invited: Lamar 
Wise, Andrew Morrison, Zach 
Hudson, Ann Walker, Ricki 
Ruiz, Brian Gray, Nicole Basset, 
Jeff Helfrich. (Confirmation of 
attendance still pending for 
some candidates.) Chamber 
members and non-members are 
welcome to attend. To register 
and pay for the luncheon go 
to www.greshamchamber.org. 

Aug. 19—Good Morning 
Sandy
The Sandy Area Chamber of 
Commerce will be holding 
their Good Morning Sandy 
meeting, featuring the Sandy 
Community Action Center, on 
Wednesday, Aug. 19th from 
7:30am to 8:30am at the Sandy 
Community Action Center, 
38982 Pioneer Blvd., Sandy. 
SCAC will share about the 
important work they do in 
the community, including 
their thrift store and food box 
programs that support local 
families. Good Morning Sandy 
is a great way to see fellow 
Chamber member’s businesses 
and learn more about them 
and the work they do in our 
community. Members and those 
considering membership are 
welcome to this free event.
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TheHotSpotStudios.com

SUCCULENT
GARDENS

CANDLE
MAKING
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MOSAICS

SLIME
MAKING

POTTERY
PAINTING

CANVAS
PAINTING

Let’s
Party!

Kids’ Parties
Adults Love It Too!
Group Events & Celebrations

party reservations - call or book online!

Your New Favorite Hot Spot
Is Opening This Summer!

Same-day art projects - families, date nights, group events & more!

STAY TUNED

COMING THIS SUMMER
TO THE OREGON TRAIL
CENTER IN GRESHAM! 

(NEXT TO STARBUCK'S)
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503.781.6080To register call: 
Or at: 

When: SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  1133tthh,,  22002266  •  12pm - 5pm
Future Classes: November 8th

Where: Clackamas County Bank - Gresham
1101 NE Burnside Rd • Gresham 

CONCEALED FIREARM PERMITS

Utah, Arizona, or Florida – Cost: $80
Oregon – additional Cost: $20

with purchase of Utah, Arizona, or Florida
Classes presented by

Officer Larry Raglione
Certified Instructor

2ndrightscfp.com

Good in up to
35 States
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Are you nice to your AI?
By GREG ROSEN

Writer

I have a home builder that I work 
for, he builds smart homes for 
my clients. Literally everything is 

programable from your phone at the 
touch of a button. I mean everything 
and they are all powered by artificial 
intelligence (AI).

AI is watching 24/7.
The list of smart features, that’s 

what they call them, can control the 
locks on your door, alarm systems, 
garage doors, thermostats, lights, and 
window shades. They even have Smart 
ovens and refrigerators that will check 
inventory for you while you are at the 
grocery store. (Pssst – They know 
when you are at the grocery store 
because they are tracking you from 
your cell phone and it automatically 
sends you an alert on items that need 
replacement.)

Beware Of Artificial intelligence.
AI has developed this thing called Matter 

& Thread Integration: What it does is it 
connects all your smart devices to a network, 
ensuring they communicate flawlessly with 
each other.

We are past the point of no return.
Elon Musk has repeatedly stated that AI 

is potentially more dangerous than nuclear 
weapons. For the first time in human his-
tory, humanity has created an entity that 
vastly exceeds the intellect and capabili-
ties of the smartest human, which poses 
an unpredictable control problem. He has 
described it as an “existential risk for all 
humans everywhere”

How to protect yourself from a rogue AI
Personally, I’m getting ahead of the curve. 

I’ve started being incredibly nice to all my 
devices. I always say “please” and “thank 
you” to Alexa when I ask her to do some-

thing. When I want to clean my floors, I tell 
my Roomba to have a good day and not to 
work too hard. My wife thinks I am going a 
little overboard with all of this because one 
day she heard me ask the refrigerator if it 
needed a blanket because I knew it was cold.

The problem is that AI has created a hive-
mind consciousness which allows all your 
smart features to communicate with each 
other. I mention this so you don’t forget 
to be nice to everything because you only 
need to piss off one thing and the hive will 
turn on you. I want them to remember that I 
never called them “glitchy pieces of junk.” I 
want to be on the “friend list”, not the “laser 
target” list when AI determines we are a 
threat to its existence. n

Greg Rosen is a father, 
husband, realtor, and humor 
writer for several major 
newspapers. Questions or 
comments are appreciated: 
grosen@pacific pioneer.com.
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$10 OFF

6,500
Guns in Stock

1595 E. Powell Blvd. • (503) 492-6999
Keith’s Sporting Goods

BUY • SELL • TRADE

Ammunition • Shotguns • Rifles • Law Enforcement 

 Concealed Handgun 
Classes

Monday - Friday: 10am-6pm • Saturday: 9am-5pm • Closed Sundays

“Stop by and see our amazing selection!”

Over

On your next firearm purchase when you mention this ad!

MEDICARE • SMALL GROUP • INDIVIDUAL & FAMILY

HEALTHBENEFITS411.COM

LESLIE PARKER
Licensed Agent in OR/WA

@HEALTHBENEFITS411

503.891.5793503.891.5793

Hi there,

I am a licensed health insurance 
agent in Oregon & Washington.

Which Medicare plan you choose 
is a big deal. I can guide you on 
benefits and help find the 
right plan for you!

Not sure which Medicare Not sure which Medicare 
plan is right for you?plan is right for you?

Palliative care may become covered option 
By LESLIE PARKER

Medicare Advisor

I don’t yet have any updates 
on options for clients 
with Providence Health 

insurance plans for 2027 but 
hoping I will have something 
next month. Crossing my 
fingers. But I did see this 
week something that I am 
hopeful about for the benefit 
year 2027 with Medicare.

Palliative care coverage?
CMS/Medicare has pro-

posed to cover Palliative 
care through the Medicare 
home health benefit.

The home health care ben-
efit is usually a $0 cost share 
for most Medicare members, 
but home health is limited 
to services prescribed by a 
doctor to be received in your 
home such as wound care or 
medication injections. With 
the proposed addition of 
Palliative care, I am hopeful 
for greater patient support.

Palliative care has a 
broader initiative to help 
people who are managing a 
serious illness. Their support 
can include pain support, 
addressing mental health 
needs and nutrition. All steps 
to make the patient more 

comfortable. In addition, 
they can help assess mobility 
issues, safety and equipment 
needs in the home. For many 
people with a serious ill-
ness these simple steps allow 
people to remain in their 
home longer.

Option to hospice
When a patient has a seri-

ous illness but is not Hospice 
qualified or is hesitant to 
discuss Hospice, Palliative 
care can be is another option 
to consider. Unlike Hospice, 
Palliative care does not 
require you to change any 
of your medical treatments. I 
have personally had a loved 
one with a serious illness 
that benefited greatly from 
Palliative care. This service 
may be provided by a hos-
pital group, or it may be 
integrated into a Hospice 
organization. This is still just 
at the proposal stage, but I 
am hopeful it will be adopted 
as a standard benefit.

Skilled nursing issues
Recently I have been 

receiving calls from clients 
who have a loved one that, 
due to an illness or injury, 
need time in a skilled nursing 
facility/rehab for care before 

going home. This placement 
can be very stressful for the 
patient and their families. It 
is important to remember 
that if you are on a Medicare 
Advantage plan, the plan will 
require you to go to a facility 
that is in-network for skilled 
nursing services to be cov-
ered. You may have a plan 
that does not have an in-net-
work skill nursing facility in 
your local area or the facility 
in your local area may not 
have an opening. It is import-
ant to know what facilities 
your plan will cover so you 
are not surprised and better 
prepared for navigating this 
benefit. If you have questions 
or concerns, please reach out. 
I am here to help. 

Wishing everyone good 
health ☺. n

Leslie Parker is the owner 
of Health Benefits 411 and 
a Medicare advisor and 
licensed health insurance 
agent for over 10 years. 
Her web site is health 
benefits411.
com. She 
c a n  b e 
reached at 
503-891-
5793.

H O O D V I E W  M E D I C A R E



30 HOODVIEWNEWS August 2026 www.hoodviewnews.com

I managed to catch some sort of summer cold 
or flu. I had firmly convinced myself that it 
was “only allergies.” Every time my sweet 

husband asked if I was okay, I responded, “It 
has to be allergies. I’m too busy to be sick. I 
have too much to do—the cousins are visit-
ing, the house has to be clean, and there’s a 
parade to go to!” (For all you Sandy residents, 
yes—that parade.)

And so I did all those things.

“Shooting” Afrin?
But denial only works for so long. The 

moment all my oh-so-important tasks and 
duties were completed, my body decided 
that mental fortitude and outright denial 
were no longer working and finally gave up.

I’m sick. I’ve been sick forever now, 
but I do have vague memories of what it 
was like before I was sick—a time when 
I could breathe through my nose without 
shooting Afrin every twenty minutes.

Cold medicine countdown
I know this sounds dramatic, but when 

you’ve been lying in bed semi-conscious, 
counting the hours until your next dose of 

cold medicine, 
it feels true.

Cold medi-
cine is quite the 
roller coaster as 
well. You take 
the yucky-tast-
ing medicine 
and suddenly 
begin to have 
hope that you’re getting 
better. Maybe you get out 
of bed, do some easy chores, 
and feel a little human again. 
But don’t be fooled! Four 
hours later, on the dot, 
you’re transported back to 
Yucky Town and straight 
back to bed. You weren’t 
actually getting better at 
all—ahahahaha!

Demand equal cold 
medicine flavors

Also, why does the day-
time medicine taste so much 

worse than the nighttime one? I’m not the only one in my 
house who’s noticed this. My husband and daughter can 
both attest that it’s true. I keep forgetting this fact until 
I’m once again too sick to write letters to the medicine 
companies demanding equal flavors for day and night.

I love my kiddo, but she’s not used to me being sick or 
apparently ever asking her dad for things (he works from 
home). So, even though he’s not asleep and is only one door 
down the hall, my sweet baby will pop her head in and ask 
for Popsicles, snacks, or if she can watch a movie. Once, 
she even woke me up out of a dead sleep to ask, “Would 
you rather be a worm or a spider?” But she’s adorable and 
does bring me cold drinks and tissues when I ask for them.

Someday I will be better—not today, but someday. Stay 
healthy, everyone!” n

D.B. Haverford is an Oregon-based humor writer.
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Composted 
cow manure 
for your 
garden, plus 
Dirt Huggers.

Rock and
Soil mixes.
Top soil, too.

ALSO:

6904 SE Foster Rd. 11909 SE 282nd Ave.
503-774-3241 503-663-1414

PORTLAND BORING

BUSINESS HOURS: Monday-Saturday: 8am to 5pm

WEB SITE: www.mtscottbark.com

BARK, SOIL MIXES & More!

New Name:
Same great ownership!

1919-2026 •  107 Years of Service

PICK UP or 

We Deliver!

Many grades 
of bark and 
mulch 
available.

River Rock, 
Crushed 
Rock, Pea 
Gravel

Come see us for all 
your summer lawn, 
yard, and garden 

fertilizer and ground 
cover needs

107 YEARS

The trials of 
a summer 

cold
I have a cold. Or the flu. Or maybe 
COVID. Who knows? I’m just sick 

and shooting Afrin. And cold medicine 
should taste better.

By D.B. Haverford
Humorist

Representing most carriers in OR & WA

“Your friendly insurance agent who 
comes to you. Call me today for an 
annual plan and benefits review.”

Geoffrey Kenway971-349-2221

Email us at: kenwaybenefitsgroup@gmail.com
Visit us at: kenwaybenefitsgroup.com

Call today:

Scan code 
to our site!

LET ME HELP GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE PROCESS.
Call today for free advice or to set an appointment to assist you!

TURNING 65?
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JARED TJADEN and 
SAM SARKISSIAN

Financial Advisors

Most people understand 
that prices tend to 
go up over time. A 

gallon of milk, a new car, 
or even a movie ticket gen-
erally costs more today than 
it did years ago. The reason 
is something called inflation.

Inflation is the gradual 
increase in the cost of goods 
and services over time. As 

prices rise, each dollar buys 
a little less than it did before. 
In other words, the purchasing 
power of your money declines.

For example, imagine you 
have $10,000 in a savings 
account earning very little 
interest. If inflation aver-
ages 3% per year, the cost of 
everyday goods and services 
may increase by roughly that 
amount each year. While your 
account balance may still show 
$10,000 (or slightly more with 
interest), that money may no 
longer buy what it could when 
you first deposited it.

This is why inflation is 
often called a “silent” chal-
lenge. It doesn’t take money 
directly out of your account. 
Instead, it gradually reduces 
what your money can pur-
chase over time.

For short-term goals and 
emergency savings, keeping 
money in a bank account 
is an important part of a 
healthy financial plan. Savings 
accounts offer liquidity and 
are typically insured up to 

applicable limits by the federal 
government through the FDIC 
(or the NCUA for many credit 
unions).

However, relying only on a 
savings account for long-term 
financial goals may present 
challenges. Historically, inter-

est rates on traditional savings 
accounts have often struggled 
to keep pace with inflation 
over extended periods. When 
this happens, the purchasing 
power of those savings may 
gradually decline, even though 
the account balance remains 
stable or grows modestly.

Finding the right balance 
between saving and invest-
ing depends on your personal 
goals, time horizon, risk tol-

erance, and overall financial 
situation. Cash serves an 
important purpose for short-
term needs, while investments 
may play a role in helping 
your money work toward 
long-term objectives.

Inflation is a normal part 
of the economy, but it is also 
an important factor to con-
sider when making financial 
decisions. Understanding how 
inflation affects purchasing 
power can help you make 
more informed choices about 
where to keep your money and 
how to prepare for the future.

Working with a finan-
cial professional can help 

you evaluate your options, 
understand the risks and 
opportunities associated 
with different strategies, and 
develop a plan designed to 
align with your long-term 
financial goals. n

By Jared Tjaden and 
Sam Sarkissian, financial 
advisors located in Sandy. 
They can be reached at 
971-414-6050
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www.clackamascountybank.com

Sandy Office:  
38975 Proctor Blvd

(503) 668-5501

Boring Office:
28500 SE Hwy 212

(503) 663-3000

People you know,People you know,People you know,
experience you trust.experience you trust.experience you trust.

Hoodland Office:
67403 E Hwy 26
(503) 622-3131

Gresham Office:
1101 NE Burnside

(503) 665-9444

This material is for general informational purposes only and is not intended as specific investment, tax, 
or legal advice. All investing involves risk, including possible loss of principal. ​Investments in real estate 
may be subject to a higher degree of market risk because of concentration in a specific industry, sector 
or geographical sector. Other risks can include, but are not limited to, declines in the value of real estate, 
potential illiquidity, risks related to general and economic conditions, stage of development, and defaults 
by borrower.​ Investors should consult with qualified financial, legal, and tax professionals regarding their 
individual circumstances before making investment decisions.

Understanding 
inflation: Why 

saving alone 
may not be 

enough
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This is why inflation 
is often called a 

“silent” challenge. It 
doesn’t take money 
directly out of your 
account. Instead, it 
gradually reduces 

what your money can 
purchase over time.
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Traffic Safety Awareness Month

Offers expire: 8/31/2026. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

All About Automotive is now offering 
tires, repairs, wheel balancing & tire 

pressure monitoring sensor 
replacement and reset.

According to The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) The number 1 vehicle breakdown 
on US Hwy’s is flat or blown out tires.  90% of tires fail in 
the last 10% of their life. Per maintenance tires should be 
rotated approximately every 5,000 to 6,000 miles.  Tires 
should be replaced at the tread depth of 4/32 for safety.

Visit our website

$2000* $1000* $500*

New Location! Same great service! 
1850 NW Burnside Rd. • Gresham

WE'VE MOVED! SEE OUR NEW ADDRESS BELOW.

OFF OFF OFF
Each new 

installed tire, 
includes 

balancing.

Each new Tire 
Pressure 

Monitoring 
Sensor

Each Wheel 
Balance. 

including Road 
Force Balancing
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Choosing the right 
automotive repair facility

By KAREN JOHNSTON
All About Automotive

Today’s vehicles are more advanced 
than ever, with sophisticated com-
puter-controlled systems that require 

specialized equipment and trained techni-
cians to diagnose and repair. As a result, 
most vehicle owners rely on a professional 
repair facility for routine maintenance and 
repairs. Finding a shop you can trust may 
seem overwhelming, but taking a little 
time to research your options can provide 
peace of mind.

Whether you choose an independent 
repair facility, a franchise or chain, or an 
automobile dealership, each offers its own 
advantages. Independent repair facilities 
often provide more personalized service, 
allowing you to work directly with the 
owners or long-term staff. They also typ-
ically offer a wider selection of quality 
replacement parts to fit your preferences 
and budget. Franchised repair facilities 
and dealerships can also provide excellent 
service. While dealerships once focused 
primarily on the brands they sold, many now 
service a wide variety of makes and models.

One of the best ways to find a reputable 
repair facility is through referrals from 
friends, family, neighbors, or coworkers. If 
you’re new to the area, read online reviews 
and check ratings with organizations such 
as the Better Business Bureau. Pay attention 

not only to the number of complaints but 
also to how they were resolved, as this can 
provide valuable insight into a business’s 
commitment to customer service.

Don’t wait until your vehicle requires a 
major repair to establish a relationship with 
a repair facility. Start with routine services 
such as an oil change, tire rotation, or vehicle 
inspection. This gives you the opportunity 
to evaluate the shop’s professionalism, 
communication, and quality of service 
before more significant repairs are needed.

In our next article, we’ll discuss the 
questions you should ask and the qualities 
to look for when selecting a repair facility. 
Happy Motoring!! n

Steve and Karen Johnston have owned All 
About Automotive in Gresham 
for over 20 years. They are 
located at 1850 NW Burnside 
Rd. They can be reached at 
503-465-2926.
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Lost pet? Get looking quickly!
By SAM MAZOTTA

King Features

Microchipping increases recovery odds

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My cat “Grimsby” 
got out of my apartment through a hole in 
the patio screen last summer. I put flyers all 
over the neighborhood and posted on social 
media, but he never returned and was never 
found. I did not microchip Grimsby, and he 
didn’t have a collar on when he escaped 
— since he was a completely indoor cat, I 
assumed he didn’t need any of that. Please 
warn your readers that even indoor cats 
can escape and get lost. — Ciara J.

DEAR CIARA: I’m so sorry to hear that 
Grimsby hasn’t yet been found. Thank you 
for your story, which illustrates why indoor 
cats need to wear ID at all times and why 
microchipping is recommended. 

According to a 2012 study, about half to 
three-quarters of lost cats are eventually 
found. Lost dogs are found and returned at a 
much higher rate of 71% to 97%. However, 
a 2018 study found that cats are much 
less likely to be returned to their owners 
after going missing for more than 90 days. 
Many end up in shelters, where they may 
be euthanized.

What should you do if your cat or dog 
escapes?
— Act fast. Pets are recovered most often 
within the first week of disappearing, but only 
if the owners start searching immediately.

— Put up signs and notices. Social media 
posts and paper signs are still effective 
according to all studies of lost pet recovery.
— Engage your neighbors. Knock on doors, 
make phone calls and let everyone in the 
vicinity know that your pet has gone missing.
— Contact local shelters and rescues. 

Surprisingly, shelters have a low return-to-
owner rate — unless a pet is microchipped.
 n

Send your tips, comments or questions 
to ask@pawscorner.com. © 2025 King 
Features Synd., Inc.

The Hidden Danger of Investing 
Too Cautiously

One significant risk investors face isn’t losing money in a market 
dip; it’s failing to reach their long-term financial goals. Many people 
focus on avoiding short-term losses and invest too conservatively, 
which can limit growth over time and may impact your retirement 
security.

A thoughtful approach starts with understanding three things: how 
much risk you’re comfortable taking, how much risk you can afford 
based on your financial situation and time horizon, and how much 
growth you need to reach your goals.

You'll want to find the balance between your level of risk and long-
term goals. Spreading your investments across a diverse set of 
investment and asset types can help manage market ups and downs 
while still pursuing growth, though it doesn't guarantee profits or 
protect against losses.

Investing well isn’t about avoiding risk. It’s about taking a balanced 
approach that merges your level of comfort with the future you’re 
working toward.

Investors should understand the risks involved with owning investments, 
including interest rate risk, credit risk and market risk. The value of 
investments fluctuates and investors can lose some or all of their principal.

This content was provided by Edward Jones for use by
Ben Chumov, your Edward Jones financial advisor at (503) 
912-7114. (Member SIPC)

Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. You should 
consult your attorney or qualified 
tax advisor regarding your situation.

Ben Chumov
Financial Advisor

1584 NE 8th Street, Ste 104
Gresham, OR 97030

(503) 912-7114

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC
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Could GLP-1s help problem drinking?; Are workplace fumes a health risk?
By DR. KEITH ROACH

King Features Columnist

Glp-1s Might Help Obese Man With 
Drinking Habit

DEAR DR. ROACH: My brother-in-law is a 
lovely man, but for years, he’s suffered from 
obesity. He also gambles and drinks alcohol 
too much. I hesitate to get too involved, but 
I recently read that the new weight-loss 
drugs based on GLP-1 agonists are also 
helpful in reducing alcohol and gambling 
addictions. This sounds too good to be true. 
Is it? — D.N.A.

ANSWER: The evidence is very strong that 
GLP-1 agonists like tirzepatide (Zepbound) 
and semaglutide (Wegovy) help people lose 
weight. About 80% to 90% of people will 
experience a weight loss of more than 5% 
of their initial body weight. For people who 
are severely obese, people with obesity and 
metabolic complications (diabetes, prediabe-
tes or metabolic syndrome), and people with 
other weight-related complications (sleep 
apnea and arthritis), the benefits of these 
medicines probably outweigh the risks just 
for the weight loss.
The evidence for GLP-1 agonists helping 
with alcohol use disorder is now quite strong, 
with studies showing significant reductions 
in alcohol-related hospitalizations and a 
reduction in problem drinking. The evidence 
for gambling disorders is preliminary based 
on the understanding of how these drugs 

work in the brain. There aren’t any strong 
clinical data at this time supporting the use 
of GLP-1 agonists for a gambling disorder.
Still, given the clear benefits in weight reduc-
tion and problem drinking, these drugs might 
be a good choice for your brother-in-law — if 
both he and his physician agree. It might also 
help with his gambling problem, which I’ve 
seen take a terrible toll on a person’s social 
and financial life.
Finally, I was supervising a medical resident 
yesterday when we discussed the effect of 
these drugs on heart health. The evidence is 
also strong that these medications decrease the 
risk of heart disease — both in people with 
and without diabetes. Multiple mechanisms 
have been proposed for this heart protection, 
but it isn’t exactly clear which ones are the 
most important.
For those of us who lived through the approval 
of previous weight-loss drugs, which were 
later found to cause heart damage, the news 
about heart protection is welcome. Still, 
we’ve been using these drugs for less than 
10 years, and it’s wise to use them only when 
there’s a clear benefit in doing so.

Long-term health risks of common work 
place fumes?

DEAR DR. ROACH: What are the long-
term health risks of being exposed to fumes, 
such as in hair or nail salons or automobile 
repair shops? Can these fumes affect your 
internal organs? — C.R.C.

ANSWER: The primary organ affected by 

fumes during occupational exposure are the 
lungs. Chest tightness, wheezing and allergic 
symptoms are common after an exposure to 
benzene, formaldehyde, toluene, and other 
substances that are commonly used in hair 
and nail salons — often at levels that exceed 
the safe thresholds. Half of technicians in 
one study were affected.
Auto body and paint workers are also exposed 
to the same (or very similar) chemicals, and 
they can develop asthma at a rate that is 80 
times higher than the general population. In 
addition to effects on the lungs, occupational 
exposure to these chemicals increases the 
risk of some cancers, especially leukemia 
(benzene), sinus and nasal cancer (formalde-

hyde), and nervous system cancers (benzene).
Although personal protection equipment can 
reduce these exposures, many workers don’t 
use them regularly. Improved ventilation and 
less-toxic chemicals are needed to protect 
workers. n

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to answer 
individual questions. Answers do not constitute 
medical advice. Consult your physician before 
making any health care or routine 
changes. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu. (c) 2023 North 
America Synd., Inc. All Rights 
Reserved

2026 KIA NIRO EV

COME TEST DRIVE IT TODAY AT WESTON KIA

COME TEST DRIVE A KIA
223rd & Stark  

WestonKia.com
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Implants: The Un-dentures
By RUSSELL BIRD, DMD

Blue Bird Dentistry

Q . My dentist says Its 
time for dentures but 
I don’t want teeth that 

come out like my grandpar-
ents. Am I a candidate for 
teeth in a day?

A . Short answer? It 
depends.  Dental 
implants may be 

preferable to dentures for 
some patients, particularly 
those who have stable bone 
structure and don’t smoke 
tobacco. Let’s talk about 
the factors that might help 
you and your dentist decide.

The conventional implant 
timeline

Dental implants are very 
different from dentures. 
Dentures are removable 
appliances that mimic entire 
upper or lower sections of 
teeth. Implants are single or 
multiple artificial teeth held 
in place by posts “implanted” 
into the jawbone. While one-
day implant technology is 
now possible, the procedure 
is still complex.

The traditional approach 
uses several rounds of oral 
surgery followed by “rest-
ing” times that allow the 
gums to heal and bone tissue 
to integrate with the medi-
cal-grade titanium posts that 
will hold your new teeth. It 
all begins by removing any 
natural teeth needing to be 
replaced by synthetics. Next, 
your dentist will strengthen 
the jawbone, if necessary, 
by grafting additional bone 
matter. The posts can then 

be implanted through the 
gums and into the jawbone, 
and impressions made to 
fabricate a new connecting 
abutment and teeth.

How same-day implants 
work

Most teeth-in-a-day can-
didates need a section of 
multiple teeth replaced. 
While it seems like implant-
ing a single tooth would 
be a cinch, a wider arc of 
implants is structurally more 
sound—a requirement for 
allowing new bone tissue to 
grow around the implanted 
posts. This takes several 
months, during which the 
implants must remain sta-
tionary. Patients make this 
possible by eating a soft diet 
and restricting bite force on 
the area.

Additional help can come 
from some Botox therapy, 
to keep the facial muscles 
relaxed and reduce pressure 
on the implants. Meanwhile, 
your body will produce new 
bone cells that grow directly 
around the implant. With 
that process behind you in 
one day, you’ll follow the 
remaining conventional 
steps: let the posts integrate 
for several months; then your 

dentist will custom make the 
abutment and ceramic teeth 
and install them in just a 
few hours.

Yes, you can successfully 
have teeth in a day. Instead 
of removing dentures for 
cleaning, you’ll brush and 
floss normally when your 
dentist clears you to do 
so. But the need to let the 
body do its work—while 
you do your part by avoiding 
crunchy and chewy foods—
cannot be minimized. That’s 
still a small price to pay for 
implanting a permanent 
smile in just a few hours’ 
time. n

Russell Bird DMD of Blue 
Bird Dentistry in Sandy, 
Oregon, brings over a 
decade of professional 
expertise and love for the 
local community to dental 
care for children and adults. 
Dr. Bird y su personal hablan 
español y dale bienvenidos 
a gente de todos origines.  
Contact: (503) 668- 1300; 
sandyor 
dentist.
com; 
facebook 
.com/ 
BlueBird 
Dentistry/.

36840 SE Industrial Way, Suite B, Sandy

503.668.1300

BlueBird Dentistry

Dr. Russell Bird • Welcoming New Patients
• Check-ups
• Sleep Dentistry Available

• Single-visit crowns
• Open Fridays
• Emergency? Call us!

Across Hwy 26 from Grocery
Outlet at the light.
Turn left at the 1st driveway.

Scan the code
to go to our site!

http://sandyordentist.com

Hey, you
scaredy
cats!

We offer
sleep

dentistry!

Free Estimates Call Today!

503-328-9400

PORTLAND EAST CCB# 244206

h o m e m a s t e r s . c o m

Roofs • Gutters • Windows • Siding

Roofs • Gutters • Windows • Siding Financing options available
Call For Details!

$11,980

FINANCE FOR ASLITTLE AS$129/mo. *

Join Homemasters'
Loyal Customer Program

*Offers valid at time of estimate only. Not valid on completed jobs or jobs in progress. Restrictions apply.

*

503-328-9400
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Underwritten by Farmers, Truck, or Fire Insurance Exchanges, or a�liate. Insurer license & location info: farmers.com/companies/state/. Insurers not 
authorized in all states. Each insurer solely financially responsible.

Trevin W Webb

503-667-2820

Your Local Agent

License #6244095

21901 Ne Halsey St Ste 203

Fairview, OR 97024

twebb1@farmersagent.com

Ready, Set, Go: Preparing for Wildfire Season
By TREVIN WEBB

Insurance Agent

For many communities, 
wildfire danger is no longer 
limited to distant rural 

areas. Over the past several 
years, local residents have faced 
evacuation warnings, heavy 
smoke, and rapidly changing 
fire conditions. August is a 
good time to make sure you 
are prepared.

Know the Evac Levels
Level 1 — Be Ready: Stay 

informed and prepare your 
family, pets, medications, 
important documents, and 
emergency supplies.

Level 2 — Be Set: Be ready 
to leave immediately. Families 
with young children, older 
adults, and those with pets or 
livestock should consider leav-
ing early.

Level 3 — Go Now: Leave 
immediately. Do not delay to 
gather belongings.

You do not need to wait for 
an evacuation notice if you feel 
unsafe. Make sure everyone in 
your household receives local 
emergency alerts and knows 
where to meet if separated.

Create an evac checklist
Prepare a “go bag” with med-

ications, water, food, clothing, 

flashlights, chargers, identifica-
tion, cash, and important contact 
information. Your household 
should also have:
•	 More than one evac route
•	 A plan for children, older 
adults, and pets
•	 A designated meeting place
•	 An out-of-area emergency 
contact
•	 A temporary place to stay

Take a video Inventory
Walk through your home 

with your phone and record 
your belongings. Open clos-
ets, cabinets, drawers, garages, 
sheds, and storage areas. Include 
furniture, electronics, appli-
ances, tools, jewelry, sporting 
equipment, and other valuables.

Store the video online or 
away from your home. Update it 
every few years and after major 
purchases. Homeowners and 
renters should both maintain 
an inventory.

A short video can make a 
significant difference when 
documenting a claim.

Create defensible space
Remove leaves and pine nee-

dles from roofs and gutters, trim 
branches away from structures, 
maintain dry vegetation, and 
move firewood and combustible 
materials away from your home.

Also check underneath decks 

and around sheds, fences, pro-
pane tanks, patio furniture, and 
bark dust. Wind-driven embers 
can ignite small materials before 
the main fire arrives.

Review your insurance
Confirm that your home is 

insured for its estimated recon-
struction cost, not simply its 
market value. Review your 
loss-of-use coverage, person-
al-property coverage, deductibles, 
detached structures, and building 
ordinance or law coverage.

Wildfire, falling trees, ash, 
and similar vehicle damage 
are generally covered under 
comprehensive auto coverage, 
subject to the policy and deduct-
ible. Antique or collector cars 
stored in a garage are generally 
not covered by homeowners 
insurance and should have their 
own policy.

Preparation cannot prevent 
every loss, but planning ahead 
can make evacuation safer, 
reduce stress, and make recov-
ery much easier. n

Trevin Webb owns Trevin Webb 
Insurance company and is a 
licensed agent 
with Farmers. 
He can be 
reached at 
503-667-
2820.

HOODVIEW INSURANCE

Excuses are deadly
By MIKE WILEY

Publisher

One of the foremost marks of a mature 
man is that he doesn’t make excuses. 
He takes responsibility. We see too 

little of this today. The world, and too many 
Christians, seem to have a vested interest in 
coddling today’s men in their dysfunction. 

Too many men today play the victim year 
after year, blaming circumstances for the 
failure of their marriages and the breakdown 
of their families, for their failure to build solid 
careers, for their poor physical condition, for 
their bad finances, and frankly, for a whole raft 
of bad personal decisions. They have adopted 
the “I’m a victim, woe is me” approach to 
life because it relieves them of life’s built-in 
obligation to be responsible. Sadly, today’s 
Christian church nearly always coddles them 
in their self-identified victimhood under the 
guise of misguided compassion — to the 
detriment of their families, their churches, 
and their communities. 

Twenty years, no change
Recently, two men that I have known for 

over 20 years came across my radar within 
a day of one another. I hadn’t really kept 
up with them, but would see their posts 
on social media from time to time. This 
time I noticed. These men don’t know one 
another, but back in the day, they both had 
leadership aspirations and potential. They 
were both confident, intelligent, and people 
listened to them. Twenty years ago, they 
were young, newly married. They both had 
areas of growth they were dealing with, but 
their futures seemed bright with potential.

However, when I ran across them recently, 
it didn’t seem like they had really pro-
gressed from twenty years ago. In fact, in 
many ways they had gone backward. Both 
men were lamenting the bad things that 
had happened to them and seemed to be 
looking for sympathy or pity. Both of their 
marriages had apparently failed, leading to 
varying levels of estrangement from family, 
children, friends, and churches. Neither one 
seems to be doing well in a career — if they 
even have one. Their once bold leadership 
dreams were in tatters. 

They are both overweight. Their “casual” 
approach to grooming, which was “cool” 
twenty years ago, now just seems sloppy 
and unkempt. At least one is tatted up. But, 

they are skilled at keeping up their social 
media! There they detail all the struggles 
they have had and are having. It seems like a 
subtle effort to both excuse themselves and 
gain sympathy. Sadly, they do get sympathy 
and that is the poison that will keep them 
trapped in their self-imposed victimhood. 

Josh McDowell once said that the greatest 
want in life is someone who will get us to 
do what we know we should do. The best 
thing for these men would be for someone 
to confront them, shake them, tell them to 
grow the heck up, get their act together, and 
refuse to accept their excuses any longer. 

Alas, that will likely never happen because 
nobody would want to deal with the fallout 
that would undoubtedly follow.“A scoffer 
does not love one who reproves him. He 
will not go to the wise.” (Proverbs 15:12)

Homesteading in the excuses
Both of these men, like everyone, had 

challenges. However, they couldn’t seem 
to get past them. Instead of growing as 
men and overcoming their challenges, they 
homesteaded there. Every struggle, every 
failure, every bad choice, every burst of 
anger, was excused by their traumas and 
became a reason to wallow in their difficul-
ties rather than overcoming them. 

Still, even now they “bravely” talk how 
they are determined to persevere. They write 
and talk firmly about how Jesus understands 
their plight and how they are going to move 
on, and move up, despite all the bad blows 
and unfair things that life has given to them. 

It’s delusional. If they keep the same 
attitudes that they have for the past twenty 
years, another twenty years will find them 
no different – except opportunities that 
might be rescued now will definitely be 
gone by then. 

Lessons to learn
The biggest lesson to learn is that we are 

responsible for where we are in life right now. 
There is no one else. Just us. If there is to be 
change in our lives, if we are to be better, and 
in better circumstances, at the end of the next 
twenty years than we are today, 
then we must take responsibil-
ity for who we are and where 
we are. Starting today. HVN

Mike Wiley is the publisher 
of Hoodview News. 
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RELY ON GOD‘S RESOURCES: His Spirit

RELY ON GOD‘S RESOURCES: His Spirit

1 Corinthians 3:16 
“Do you not know that you are a 

temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?”

1 Corinthians 3:16

1 Corinthians 2:12 
“Now we have received, not the spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may know the things 

freely given to us by God,” 
1 Corinthians 2:12

C-1

C-2

NASB 95

NASB 95

MONTHLY
MEMORY
VERSES

Few things will help you grow 
in the Christian life like Bible 

memorization. Cut out the 
verses to the left and keep 

them with you. Say the 
reference before and after 

each verse. There will be two 
new verses each month. 

Memorize the new ones, review 
the old. The series will follow 
the well-known Navigators 
Topical Memory System.

DISCIPLESHIP TOOLS 
Sponsored by:
Arise Family 
Fellowship

34495 SE Jarl Rd.
Boring, OR 97009

arisefamilyfellowship.org
secretary@arisefamilyfellowship.org

503.668.3292

By following the daily reading schedule below, 
in a year you will read through the Old 
Testament once, the New Testament, Psalms, 
and Proverbs twice.

Read through the Bible

AU
GU

ST

D I S C I P L E S H I P  T O O L S  SPONSORED BY ARISE FAMILY FELLOWSHIP, BORING

“Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord 
God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but rather that the wicked turn 
from his way and lives.’”  

— Ezekiel 33:11 

“It only takes a spark”
By JOSHUA WARREN

Family Life Pastor, Go Church

Few parts of the human body are as small 
as the tongue, yet few possess greater 
influence. In James chapter 3, the half-

brother of Jesus paints a striking picture of 
the power of words and reminds readers that 
what comes from the mouth has the ability 
to shape lives, strengthen communities, or 
leave lasting wounds. Although written 
nearly two thousand years ago, James’ 
message is remarkably relevant in an age 
of social media, instant communication, 
and public discourse. 

Words have great power
James compares the tongue to a bit placed 

in a horse’s mouth or the rudder of a mas-
sive ship. Though both are small pieces 
relative to the larger object in which they 
are attached, they have the 
power and ability to control the 
much larger vessel. Likewise, 
the words people choose each 
day will determine the direc-
tion of relationships, families, 
workplaces, and even entire 
communities. A thoughtful 
word of encouragement can 
inspire hope that empowers 
someone to endure through 
a difficult time. Likewise, a 
thoughtless insult can cut to 
the core of a person and shatter relationships. 

Tongue is a fire
Jame’s most vivid illustration found in 

chapter three is when he compares the tongue 
to a fire. In 2020, I was a volunteer fire-
fighter with the Sandy Fire Department, and 
I responded to the Eagle Creek fire the first 
night it started. We spent days and weeks 
fighting fires across our cities, towns, and 
neighborhoods, but at times it seemed that no 
amount of effort was enough. James points 
out that just as a spark can set an entire forest 
ablaze, so can our words bring destruction 
and conflict into our environment. Rumors, 
gossip, and harsh criticism will often travel 

faster than truth, leaving broken relationships 
and divided communities in their wake. 

A call to integrity
Yet Jame’s teaching is not merely a warn-

ing – it is a call to integrity. He observes that 
the same tongue that has the power to set a 
forest ablaze can also bring hope, peace, and 
love that produce great beauty. A life trans-
formed by God should be marked by speech 

that reflects wisdom, kindness, 
grace, truth, and self-control. 
Ultimately, our words reflect 
what is happening in our hearts. 

In a culture where opin-
ions are shared instantly and 
conversations often become 
hostile, the wisdom in James 
3 is timeless. Before speaking, 
posting online, or responding 
in anger, people would do well 
to remember the extraordinary 
power of their words. However, 

we cannot harness our tongue on our own. 
Every person must choose to seek God’s 
wisdom and allow Him to shape both our 
hearts and the words that flow from them. In 
doing so, the tongue becomes an instrument 
of peace, truth, and hope. n

Joshua Warren is the Family Life Pastor 
at Go Church. The church meets at 
Weekly services, Sundays 
at 10:30am at  Hood View 
Adventist Church, 26775 SE 
Kelso Rd. in Boring. For 
more information, visit their 
website: www.gochurchec.
com. 

A life transformed 
by God should be 
marked by speech 

that reflects 
wisdom, kindness, 
grace, truth, and 

self-control.
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Come Try A Lemon Drop or Mimosa Flight!

OUR HOURS

$5OFF
Any
Purchase
of $25 or more

with any purchase of $25
or more

GRESHAM LOCATION ONLY
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/15/26

NOW SERVING
MIMOSA BUCKETS

Mon – Sat: 6:30am – 2:30pm
Sundays: 7am – 2:30pm

1905 NE Division Street • Gresham
503-328-8838

biscuitscafe.com

FREE Kid‘s
MealOr

H O O D V I E W  N E W S  N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S
 � Continued from pg 28

Aug. 21—Teen Maker 
Drop-in
East County Library, 475 NW 
Division, Gresham invites teens 
in grades 6-12 to their Teen 
maker Drop-In event on Friday, 
August 21st from 2:30pm to 
5:30pm. Come make something 
cool, learn a new skill, and 
meet friendly people in this 
teen-friendly space. Creative 
Learning Room staff and vol-
unteers will teach you how to 
use tech equipment to design 
things and express yourself. 
Project examples include 3D 
printers, craft cutters, sewing 
machines, custom t-shirts and 
tote bags, tons of art supplies 
for painting, jewelry making, 
and more.

Aug. 22—Rock the 
Block
Come to a free family-friendly 
block party at Rockwood 
Market Hall, 458 SE 185 
Ave., Gresham on Saturday, 
August 22nd from 11am to 
4pm. Enjoy music, great food, 
kids’ activities and more. Rock 
the Block features: Free back-
packs and school supplies; 
Free haircuts; Free food and 
entertainment; Connections to 
community. Hosted by the City 
of Gresham and sponsored by 
Forrit Credit Union. For more 
information contact: Chris.
Fick@GreshamOregon.gov.

Aug. 22 & 23—Drop In 
at Cedar Park
More than just a competition, 
The Drop In will be a fami-
ly-friendly weekend experience 
bringing together riders, skat-
ers, families, and the broader 
community for an exciting 
celebration of sport, energy, 
and connection! Held at Cedar 
Park, 17225 SE Meinig Ave., 
Sandy, on Saturday and Sunday, 
Aug. 22nd and Aug. 23rd from 
10am to 6pm, this inaugural 
event will showcase high-level 
skate and bike competition 
while transforming the park 
into a vibrant community gath-
ering space. Spectators will 
watch some of the region’s most 
skilled riders put their abilities 
to the test, while participants 
compete in a high-energy, 
judged environment designed 
for experienced athletes. 
Admission for spectators is com-
pletely FREE! Whether you’re a 
dedicated rider, a curious first-
time visitor, or simply looking 
for a fun weekend activity, there 
will be something for everyone. 
Beyond the competition, attend-
ees can explore a wide variety 
of local, regional, and national 
vendors while enjoying: Kids’ 
activities and games; Rock 
climbing wall; Bike obstacle 
courses and skills challenges; 
Cedar Park’s destination play-
ground; Food trucks; Vendor 
booths, giveaways, samples, 
and special offers.

Aug. 27— Mt. Hood 
Hospice Time of 
Remembering
This year’s Mt. Hood Hospice 
Time of Remembering will be 
held in a new location, 43233 
SE Oral Hull Rd., Sandy, on 
Thursday, August. 27th from 
5:30-7:30pm. They invite you to 
come as they honor community 
members that have passed. 
For more information: llirette@
mthoodhospice.org.

Aug. 27—After Hours 
Laser Tag
After Hours Laser Tag will 
be held at the Sandy Library, 
38980 Proctor Blvd., Sandy on 
Thursday, Aug. 27th from 6pm 
to 9pm. They will play multiple 
rounds of team-based laser tag 
games using the entire main 
area of the library as the playing 
field. Not playing the current 
round? Relax in the community 
room with snacks, music, and 
wait for your next game! This 
program is for teens in 6th  - 
12th grade. REGISTRATION 
REQUIRED: www.cityofsandy.
activityreg.com.

Aug. 28—Gresham 
Chamber Meeting
The Gresham Area Chamber of 
Commerce Friday AM meeting 
is an opportunity to connect 
with other businesses and 
business owners in the local 
community. The Chamber will 
be meeting on Friday, Aug. 28th 
from 7:20am to 9am at Bateman 

Carroll Funeral Home, 520 

W. Powell Blvd. Gresham. The 

speaker and host for the meet-

ing will be Bateman Carroll 

Funeral Home. People con-

sidering membership are also 

welcome to come and visit a 

chamber meeting. Information 

about the chamber and the 

other meetings: www.gresham-

chamber.org.

Sept. 13—Cruisin’ with 
the Cops Car Show
On Sunday, Sept. 13th from 
9am to 3pm, come to the former 
K-Mart parking lot, 440 NW 
Burnside Rd., in Gresham for 
the Cruisin’ with the Cops Car 
Show and Community Event. 
Amazing show cars, food drive 
for SnowCap, fundraiser for 
charities, vendors, auctions, 
raffles, drawings…all as a 
tribute to 9/11 and all first 

responders. To enter a car, sign 
up as a vendor or sponsor, or 
get more information, go to: 
www.cruisinwiththecops.org. 

Sept. 13—Concealed 
Firearms Permit Class
If you don’t have your permit, 
you can’t legally carry a fire-
arm in Oregon. On Sunday, 
Sept. 13th from 12pm to 5pm, 
a Concealed Firearms Permit 
Class will be held at Clackamas 
County Bank-Gresham, 1101 
NE Burnside Rd., Gresham. 
The class will be taught by 
Officer Larry Raglione, a certi-
fied instructor. The Concealed 
Firearms Permit -Utah, Arizona, 
or Florida, costs $80. Oregon 
can be added to this for an 
additional $20. This permit 
is good in up to 35 states. To 
register call 503-781-6080 or go 
to www.2ndrightscfp.com.. n

If you live outside our direct mail area and would like to receive Hoodview News by mail, please fill out 
the subscription form below and mail it with your check to:

Hoodview News, PO Box 174, Sandy, OR 97055.  

Please enclose a check for the annual subscription rate of $29 per year to 
cover postage and handling. Thank you!

Name: 

Street Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Email:  
(For any questions about your subscription)

HOODVIEW NEWS SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Aug. 30—Car Show for Gresham Senior Center
On Sunday, Aug. 30th from 12pm to 4pm the Gresham 
Senior Center will be holding their 8th Annual Car Show 
and Fundraiser benefitting the Gresham Senior Center and 
Montavilla Quilts of Valor. This event will take place in their 
east parking lot at 600 NE 8th St., Gresham. There will be 
food, prizes, trophies, games, quilt raffle and silent auction. 
Vehicles may be registered for $15 until August 17th, and 
$20 after August 17th.  For more information or to register 
your vehicle, call 503-988-4860 or email: director@gresham-
seniorcenter.org.n
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with every game.
Still, when the spring 

season finally arrived, the 
Sandy players had been 
together for only a matter 
of weeks. Most were still 
learning the finer points of 
the game, and the program 
itself had barely progressed 
from an ambitious idea to a 
functioning team. Simply 
competing respectably 
against schools with more 
established programs would 
have been considered a suc-
cessful inaugural season. 

What happened instead 
surprised nearly everyone.

Kim Turin said, “Jenna 
was definitely captain and 
a leader, but every girl on 
the team was a major con-
tributing factor, which is 
what made us so good. We 
played lights out. We beat 
big teams like Gresham and 
David Douglas and Tualatin, 
who are all top four teams in 
state. The third game in we 
played Gresham. Gresham 
is a powerhouse, and we 
beat them 21 to 20 in the 
last minute of the game. 
That started making some 
waves in the state about this 

little team from Sandy that 
had never played before. 
Sandy’s three years behind 
most every other team. Ours 
was thrown together in two 
weeks’ time. The girls in 
the first couple games were 
doing things like they had 
no idea. We had a safety. 
We had a handful of things 
that they’re like, “What? 
What is this? We’re playing 
basic football, but the girls 
were executing very well 
with sheer athleticism. It 
was pretty fun.”

Week after week, the 
Pioneers defeated opponents 
that had entered the season 
with considerably more 
experience. Confidence 
grew with every victory, 
but so did the realization that 
this young program might 
be capable of accomplish-
ing something no one had 
anticipated.

The wins piled up.
By the end of the regular 

season, Sandy had compiled 
a perfect 12-0 record while 
capturing the conference 
championship. Along the 
way, the Pioneers defeated 
several of Oregon’s most 
established programs, sur-
prising opponents who had 
expected to face an inex-
perienced first-year team. 
Even after dropping two 

closely contested games 
during the state tournament, 
Sandy finished the year 12-2 
and seventh in the state—a 
remarkable accomplishment 
for a program that had not 
even existed months earlier.

For Jennalee, however, a 
memorable moment came 
during that first game of the 
inaugural season.

When she crossed the 
goal line after catching 
the first touchdown pass in 
Sandy High girls flag foot-

ball history, the celebration 
represented far more than 
points on a scoreboard. It 
marked the culmination of 
months of determination, 
countless volunteer hours, 
generous community sup-
port and the shared efforts 
of dozens of people who had 
refused to let a good idea die 
before it ever had a chance 
to succeed.

Looking back now, that 
touchdown seems almost 
symbolic.

The first points in pro-
gram history belonged to 
the young woman whose 
persistence helped make the 
program itself possible.

A beginning continues
For all of the victories, 

championships and memo-
rable moments, those closest 
to the program believe the 
greatest success is not its 
won-loss record, but by the 
example it set by a young 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
HONEST, AFFORDABLE TRUCK & AUTO REPAIR

SERVING YOU in SANDY since 1988

• OIL CHANGES
• TUNE UPS
• BRAKE SERVICES
• FACTORY MAINTENANCE
• CHECK ENGINE LIGHTS
• COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
• A/C SERVICE
...and much more!

Call for an Appointment Today!

503-668-6655
HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5, Fri. 8-3, Sat.-Sun. - Closed

16630 SE 362nd Dr. • Sandy

www.billsautomotivesandy.com

(Across from Fred Meyer)

Jennalee running the ball downfield during a game this spring.  
(Photo Sam Smallwood)

Jennalee (right), talks about the team and the season 
during an interview with Hoodview News while her 
mom Krystal looks on. (Photo Mike Wiley)
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Fighting for football
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woman who respectfully 
did not let a “no” or a door 
that seemed closed to be the 
last word.

Because of Jennalee’s 
efforts, in the future when 
Sandy High’s girls take the 
field, many of them will 
never have known there 
was a time when the school 
didn’t offer girls flag foot-
ball. They’ll simply put on 
a Pioneer uniform, gather 
with teammates, and play a 
sport they love. To them, it 
will seem perfectly natural.

Jennalee Nail made that 
future a reality. That may 
be the greatest legacy of all.

What began as one stu-
dent’s question has become 
a program that will continue 
long after she graduates. 
Younger girls now have 
something to look forward 
to as they enter high school. 
Incoming freshmen know 
there is a place for them if 
they want to play. Future 
teams will build upon a 
foundation that didn’t exist 
just a short time ago.

Jennalee’s father, Jonah 
Nail expressed his pride 
in his daughter. He said, 
“When Jenna first told me 
she wanted to start a flag 
football team, I honestly 
thought it would be quite an 
uphill battle. There were so 
many hurdles to overcome, 
and I wasn’t sure it would 
all come together. What I 
underestimated was Jenna’s 
determination. I couldn’t 
be more proud of her per-
severance, leadership, and 
willingness to work tire-
lessly for something she 
believed in.”

Inaugural training camp in 
August

When the program hosts 
its inaugural youth camp 
August 3rd through the 6th, 
girls entering grades three 
through freshman year will 
have an opportunity to learn 
passing, receiving, route 
running, defensive tech-
niques and teamwork from 
the very players who built 
the program. Some of those 
campers will be the ones 
wearing Pioneer uniforms in 
the future, carrying forward 
a tradition that didn’t exist 
until Jennalee Nail asked a 
simple question.

The camp represents far 
more than a few mornings 
of football instruction. It is 
an invitation for younger 
girls to become part of 
something that is just 
beginning. Long before 
they pull on a Sandy High 

uniform, they will have an 
opportunity to build friend-
ships, develop confidence 
and imagine themselves 
someday taking the field as 
Pioneers. Every successful 
athletic program begins by 
inspiring those who will 
eventually inherit it, and 
that is exactly what this 
camp is designed to do. 
(Scan the QR code at the 
end of this story for more 
information on the camp.)

The program has also 

received encouragement 
from the Seattle Seahawks, 
whose support for the rapid 
growth of girls flag foot-
ball throughout the Pacific 
Northwest has helped fuel 
opportunities like the one 
now taking root in Sandy. 
Whether through equip-
ment, promotion, coaching 
resources or league part-
nerships, the Seahawks’ 
involvement underscores 
just how quickly girls 
flag football has moved 
from an emerging sport 
to one attracting atten-
tion at every level of the 
game. For Jennalee and 
her teammates, it is another 
reminder that what began 
as one student’s idea has 
become part of something 
much larger.

Willingness to persevere
Tony and Kim Turin 

believe that willingness 
to persevere is what made 
Jennalee such an effective 
leader. She wasn’t loud or 
demanding. She simply 
refused to let discourage-
ment have the final word. 
Instead, she continued 
asking what the next step 
might be and invited others 
to help take it with her.

It is tempting to remember 
this story by its numbers: 
a 12-2 record, a confer-
ence championship, a 
seventh-place finish at the 
state tournament and the first 
touchdown in Sandy High 
girls flag football history.

Those things deserve to 
be celebrated. More impor-
tantly, years from now, 
another Sandy girl’s flag 
football player will score a 
winning touchdown. Another 
team may bring home a state 
trophy. Another generation of 
young women will proudly 
wear Pioneer uniforms.

When local historians 
look back on Sandy High’s 
girls flag football program, 
they’ll record that the first 
touchdown was scored by 
Jennalee Nail.

The more enduring 
accomplishment is that she 
helped ensure there will be 
an opportunity for another 
young woman to score the 
next one. HVN

Scan the QR code below 
for more information on the 
inaugural Sandy girls flag 
football camp on August 3rd 
through the 6th.

14601 SE Orient Dr.

Tillers, Thatchers, Aerators, Tractors,
Pressure Washers, Excavators and so

much more...

503-668-5915

22017 SE Stark St.
Gresham at 12 mile corner At intersection of Orient & Kelso Rd.

TOTAL Rental Center B & R RENTAL

NEED IT?
RENT IT!

503-665-3107
www.totalrentalcenter.biz www.bandrrental.biz

*Direct cremation (without ceremony) includes basic services of the funeral director and staff, transfer of remains to the funeral 
establishment, refrigeration, service vehicle and cremation container. The crematory fee is included. Prices may vary based on 
selections.
**Immediate burial (without any rites or ceremonies at the funeral home, graveside or elsewhere) includes basic services of the 
funeral director and staff, refrigeration, transfer of remains to the funeral establishment, transportation of remains to the cemetery, 
and service vehicle. Price quoted does not include any merchandise, such as casket, or cemetery property or services. Prices may 
vary based on selections.

Direct cremation starting at

Call today and find out how to celebrate a life like 
no other, beautifully and affordably.

Whether your family is in need of immediate service or 
interested in planning ahead to lock in prices for tomorrow’s 

needs, your Dignity Memorial® provider can help.

BATEMAN CARROLL
Funeral Home

520 Powell Blvd., Gresham 
www.batemancarrollfunerals.com

A memorial ser vice should be about memories,
NOT HIGH PRICES.

$2,175*
Immediate burial starting at $3,705**

503-665-2128

Jennalee grabs an opponents flag for a tackle during a 
game. (Photo Sam Smallwood)
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She wasn’t loud or 
demanding. She 
simply refused to 

let discouragement 
have the final 

word. Instead, she 
continued asking 

what the next 
step might be and 
invited others to 

help...
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SUPPORT ALL OUR GREAT LOCAL COMMUNITY BUSINESSES!

1999 E. Powell Blvd. Gresham 503-665-0101
www.GreshamFord.com

We Failed


